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“1Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: 

yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be 

overpast.2 I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for 

me.3 He shall send from heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would 

swallow me up. Selah. God shall send forth his mercy and his truth…..7 My heart is 

fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise….. 9 I will praise thee, 

O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.10 For thy 

mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.11 Be thou exalted, 

O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth.”             -Psalms 57 
 

I have sat down multiply times in an effort to write this prayer letter, 

however, it has been very difficult to gather my thoughts into words.  I am filled 

with so many different emotions.  Pain, grief, sadness, loneliness, exhaustion, but 

also amazing comfort and love. God has been so good to me in the 2 months 

since Charity went to meet her savior. So many of you have expressed your love 

and concern for us over these last couple of months. Even though it has been a 

roller coaster of emotions, God is such a solid rock on which I have personally 

been able to lean.  I have learned so much more about the comfort that is only 

found in God the last couple of weeks than I have ever known before.  As some 

of you might know, Charity and I were studying through the book of Job for the 

last year, and we have determined to praise God even through the rough times in 

life.  This path through grief is not easy, but God has always been good. We have 

learned that God does not always answer the question “Why”, just as He did not 

in the Book of Job, but, He does supply the grace to get through the rough times.  

Yes, we hurt.  Yes, I cry everyday over missing my beloved wife. Yes, my 

children deeply miss their mother. Yes, it is difficult being a single dad with 4 

children and a 12 week-old infant. But we know that God is still on the throne. 

God has a perfect plan that we cannot even imagine.  

My heart and burden is still in Madagascar, and I am trying to figure out how 

to work it, to get back. We are all wanting to get back home to Madagascar and 

to the ministry there, however, life in an undeveloped country is very difficult 

with 5 children.  A missionary wife does a lot of work behind the scenes. So, I 

am right now prayerfully waiting on the Lord for clear direction. Please pray 

with me that the Lord will clearly show me the next steps, without my helpmate. 

I know that God is in control of this whole situation. I am praying about maybe 

taking a short trip to Madagascar with all the children, Lord willing this summer. 

I believe it would be a huge blessing to the church and the believers there.  This 

trip might help work out the details for us to go back.  
 

Please Pray specifically for: 

-Lord’s leading and guidance in our future 

-settling all the health insurance issues and the medical bills 

-all the details after the home going of Charity (her belongings, tombstone) 

-me learning to be a single parent (cooking, taking care of Kezia, housework) 

-each one of the kids as they also go through the grief of losing their mother 

-details of us getting back home (figuring out schooling, home life) 

-possibility of trip to Madagascar this summer 

-the church in Maintirano 
 
 

For the furtherance of the Gospel,  
 

Richard, Matthew (11), Sarah (9), Nathaniel (7), Abigail (5), and Kezia (12 weeks) Jertberg 

 

 

Kezia Joy Jertberg 
 

 

 

Charity witnessing to the 

homeless in the streets of 

Madagascar. The French 

words behind her were perfect. 

“Our motivation… 
 

 
 

New Contact Info: 

100 Greenwood Drive 

Stockbridge, GA 30281 

Richard- (470) 266-9597 
jertberg@mad4christ.org 
 

 

Sending Church: 

North Point Baptist Ch. 

4980 University Pkwy. 
Winston-Salem, NC  

27106 
(336) 767-8297 
 

 

Mission Board: 

Baptist Missions to 

Forgotten Peoples, Inc. 

P.O. Box 37043 

Jacksonville, FL 32236 

(904) 783-4007   

 

mailto:jertberg@mad4christ.org


Dear Pastors and Supporters, 

 

I want to thank you for your faithful support for the Richard Jertberg 

Family, BMFP Missionaries in Madagascar. I am sure you know Sister 

Charity valiantly fought cancer before she went home to be with the Lord 

back in April.  She left behind her husband, Richard, and their five 

children.  

 

I will never forget the meeting that Richard and Charity had with me and 

several of our BMFP Board members back in October.  It was then that 

they told us that the doctors wanted to give her more chemo treatments for 

her cancer but in doing so it would surely terminate Charity's pregnancy. 

They explained to us how they prayed and their decision was firm that they 

would not risk the termination of the baby in order to continue treatment 

for her life-threatening cancer.  Charity even made a trip to China for 

medical treatment for her cancer that would not harm her baby.  No one 

ever fought a more valiant fight than Charity and Richard.  God honored 

their decision.  On March 13, 2017, the Lord rewarded them with a 

healthy, beautiful baby who they named Kezia Joy.  

 

Included with this mailing is a letter from their pastor, Brother Skip 

Furrow. He is requesting for their supporters to please continue to support 

Brother Jertberg and their five children, and also to give Richard time to 

heal and make decisions concerning their future and missionary endeavors. 

BMFP is in full agreement and requests that you would prayerfully 

continue their support. 

 

The Lord has blessed BMFP with many wonderful missionaries.  I can say 

without any hesitation that Richard and Charity are indeed at the top of the 

list.  Richard indeed is worthy of your continual prayers and support.  The 

Lord has greatly used them in Madagascar, and I believe the Lord has 

something special for Brother Richard in the days ahead.   

 

Please pray for Richard and his five children; Matthew, Sarah, Nathaniel, 

Abigail and Kezia.  In closing I thought of this verse; 1Corinthians 13:13, 

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these 

is charity.”  Thank you again for your love and support for the Jertbergs.  

 

The Lord is good, all the time! 

 

 

 

Dr. Gene Burge 

President, BMFP 
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