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Chapter	Forty-Nine	–	The	Death	of	Jacob	

	

Memory	Verse	–	Genesis	49:28	

All	these	are	the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel:	and	this	is	it	that	their	father	spake	unto	them,	and	
blessed	them;	every	one	according	to	his	blessing	he	blessed	them.	

	

Introduction	

We	are	at	the	end	of	Jacob’s	(Israel’s)	life	here	in	chapter	49.	He	is	now	147	years	old	(47:28)	
and	he	is	on	his	deathbed.	He	has	already	pronounced	a	special	blessing	on	Joseph’s	two	sons	in	
chapter	48.	 (Also	see	Hebrews	11:21)	 In	 this	chapter,	 Jacob	will	 call	all	of	his	children	one	by	
one	to	him	and	pronounce	a	“blessing”	upon	them.	Some	of	them	will	not	be	too	happy	with	
what	they	receive	from	their	Father.	 I	see	a	parallel	here	to	the	rewards	that	the	believer	will	
receive	at	the	Judgment	Seat	of	Christ.	As	believers	we	are	all	part	of	the	family;	however,	the	
rewards	will	only	go	to	the	ones	who	have	lived	for	the	Lord.		

The	 prophetic	 words	 of	 Jacob	 to	 his	 children	 presented	 in	 chapter	 49	 must	 have	 been	 a	
tremendous	encouragement	 to	his	 children	as	 they	endured	hardship	 in	Egypt	 for	400	years.	
Jacob	assured	them	that	one	day,	God	would	bring	them	into	the	Land	of	Canaan	and	give	each	
of	them	a	portion	of	the	Land.	

The	 blessing	 that	 Jacob	 pronounces	 on	 his	 children	will,	 for	 the	most	 part,	 follow	 the	 actual	
birth	 order,	 beginning	 with	 Leah’s	 children	 and	 concluding	 with	 the	 two	 sons	 of	 Rachel.	
However,	Issachar	and	Zebulon,	who	were	actually	born	after	the	four	sons	of	the	concubines,	
Bilhah	 and	 Zilpah,	 are	 included	 with	 Leah’s	 other	 sons.	 Issachar	 was	 actually	 born	 before	
Zebulon,	but	for	some	reason	he	is	listed	after	him.	

Note	–	Moses	pronounced	a	similar	blessing	on	the	tribes	of	Israel	in	Deuteronomy	33.	

I	 Jacob	Gathers	His	Children	(vs.	1	–	2)	
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Compare	verse	1	with	verse	28.	In	verse	1	he	declares	“that	which	shall	befall	[his	sons]	in	the	
last	days”.	{Note	-	The	phrase	“last	days”	is	typically	used	in	the	Bible	to	refer	to	the	period	of	
time	from	the	time	of	the	Lord	Jesus	on	earth	until	 the	end	of	the	Millennium.	 If	 that	 is	true,	
than	these	“blessings”	are	what	can	be	expected	for	these	tribes	by	the	end	of	the	Millennium.	
Some	of	them	may	have	been	completely	fulfilled	already.	However,	here	it	is	most	likely	used	
also	more	 literally	 to	 refer	 to	 the	 last	days	of	 Jacob’s	 sons.}	Verse	28	 states	 that	he	 “blessed	
them”.	So	actually	what	was	to	befall	them	in	their	last	days	was	predicated	upon	the	blessing	
that	they	receive	from	Jacob.	

II	 Jacob	Gives	the	Blessings	(vs.	3	–	27)	

	 A	 Reuben	(vs.	3	–	4)	

Reuben	is	one	of	the	sons	that	have	regrets	here	at	the	end	of	his	father’s	life.	It	is	perhaps	one	
of	the	worst	positions	to	be	in.	Reuben,	no	doubt,	wishes	that	he	could	somehow	go	back	and	
review	this	one	portion	of	his	life.	(See	Genesis	35:22)	Notice	verse	3	tells	us	what	should	have	
been.	It	 is	a	shame	that	we	often	make	bad	choices	in	life	that	will	follow	us	to	the	grave.	Let	
this	 serve	 as	 a	warning	 to	 our	 young	 people;	God	 forgives,	 and	 people	 can	 be	 forgiving’	 but	
some	things	will	not	be	forgotten.	Reuben’s	sins	not	only	affected	him;	but	also	had	a	long	term	
effect	on	his	children.	

Wiersbe	states:	

It’s	difficult	to	find	in	Scripture	any	member	of	the	tribe	of	Reuben	who	distinguished	himself	as	
a	leader.	The	tribe	declined	in	numbers	between	the	Exodus	and	the	entrance	into	the	Promised	
Land	(Numbers	1:20–21;	2:11;	26:7),	moving	from	seventh	to	ninth	place.	Dathan	and	Abiram	
were	Reubenites	who	gave	 leadership	 in	 the	 rebellion	of	Korah	 (Num.	16:1),	which	 led	 to	 the	
deaths	of	thousands	of	people.1	

In	Moses	blessing	he	prayed	that	Reuben	would	live	and	that	his	“men”	would	increase:	

"Let	Reuben	live,	and	not	die;	and	let	not	his	men	be	few."	(Deuteronomy	33:6)	

	 B	 Levi	and	Simeon	(vs.	5	–	7)	

Genesis	34:25	–	31	 tell	us	 the	story	of	Simeon	and	Levi’s	murdering	of	 the	men	of	Shechem.	
This	they	did	without	their	father’s	knowledge	or	approval	because	of	the	rape	of	their	sister,	
Dinah.	They	took	revenge	on	an	entire	city	because	of	the	act	of	one	man.	The	Bible	tells	us	that	
they	will	be	scattered	 in	 Israel.	Levi	did	not	receive	any	 land	at	all	as	 they	would	become	the	
tribe	 of	 priests,	 although	 they	 were	 given	 48	 cities,	 which	 included	 the	 six	 Cities	 of	 Refuge.	
																																								 																					
1	Wiersbe,	W.	W.	(1997).	Be	authentic	(p.	146).	Colorado	Springs,	CO:	Chariot	Victor	Pub.	
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Simeon	was	eventually	absorbed	 into	 the	 land	controlled	by	 the	 tribe	of	 Judah.	 (Refer	 to	 the	
map	on	last	page	of	notes)	

	 C	 Judah	(vs.	8	–	12)	

The	name,	“Judah”,	means	“praised”.		

There	is	nothing	negative	mentioned	here	regarding	Judah,	though	it	is	certain	that	Judah	had	
his	faults	as	well.	It	was	Judah	that	suggested	to	the	brothers	to	sell	Joseph	into	slavery	(Genesis	
37:26	–	27),	and	Judah	also	committed	fornication	with	Tamar,	his	daughter-in-law.	However,	
Judah	was	also	the	one	who	offered	himself	as	surety	for	his	brother	Benjamin.	

Notice	the	prophecies	here	concerning	Christ.	Verse	8	tells	us	that	all	of	Jacob’s	children	shall	
“bow	down	before	thee”,	meaning	before	Christ,	when	“every	knee	shall	bow”.	Verse	9	refers	
to	 a	 lion,	 and	 Jesus	 is	 “the	 lion	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Judah”.	 Verse	 10	 refers	 to	 “Shiloh”,	 which	 is	
another	 title	given	 for	Christ.	 “Shiloh	means,	 “he	whose	 it	 is”	or	“that	which	belongs	 to	him”	
Verse	11	is	a	reference	to	Christ’s	triumphal	entry	and	his	crucifixion.	What	a	wonderful	picture	
we	have	here.		

	 D	 Zebulun	(v.	13)	

Notice	that	this	 is	the	first	reference	to	land;	but	Zebulon	will	eventually	be	given	the	land	on	
the	coast	in	northern	Israel.	

	 E	 Issachar	(vs.	14	-	15)	

This	tribe	was	known	for	its	strength	and	workers.	The	reference	to	tribute	is	thought	to	refer	
to	their	willingness	to	produce	more	than	their	share,	particularly	in	times	of	war.	

			 F	 Dan	(vs.	16	–	18)	

Samson	was	one	of	the	judges	of	Israel	and	he	was	of	the	tribe	of	Dan.	Dan	received	a	portion	
of	land	on	the	coast	of	the	Mediterranean	Sea.	And	they	also	received	a	very	small	area	in	the	
most	northern	portion	of	the	land.	Hence	the	expression	“from	Dan	to	Beersheeba”.	

	 G	 Gad	(v.	19)	

	 H	 Asher	(v.	20)	

	 I	 Naphtali	(v.	21)	

	 J	 Joseph	(vs.	22	–	26)	

Much	 of	what	 is	 said	 about	 Joseph	 is	 a	 reference	 to	what	was	 done	 to	 him	by	 his	 brothers,	
though	 it	 is	 not	 clear	 that	 Jacob	 actually	 fully	 knew	exactly	what	 his	 other	 sons	 had	done	 to	
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Joseph.	 It	 seems	 logical	 that	 if	 Joseph	had	known	 the	specifics	of	 the	events	 surrounding	 the	
selling	of	Joseph	into	slavery,	he	would	have	mentioned	them	here	in	this	chapter.	

Though,	 Joseph	 will	 not	 be	 the	 “father”	 of	 the	 tribe	 that	 would	 bring	 the	Messiah	 into	 the	
world,	 he	 does	 receive	 the	 rights	 of	 the	 firstborn,	 which	 include	 a	 double	 portion	 of	 the	
inheritance:	

"But	he	shall	acknowledge	the	son	of	the	hated	for	the	firstborn,	by	giving	him	a	double	portion	
of	all	that	he	hath:	for	he	is	the	beginning	of	his	strength;	the	right	of	the	firstborn	is	his."	

(Deuteronomy	21:17)	

"Now	the	sons	of	Reuben	the	firstborn	of	Israel,	(for	he	was	the	firstborn;	but,	forasmuch	as	he	
defiled	his	father's	bed,	his	birthright	was	given	unto	the	sons	of	Joseph	the	son	of	Israel:	and	the	
genealogy	is	not	to	be	reckoned	after	the	birthright.	For	Judah	prevailed	above	his	brethren,	and	

of	him	came	the	chief	ruler;	but	the	birthright	was	Joseph's:)"	(1	Chronicles	5:1-2)	

Even	in	the	Millennium	land	distribution	Joseph	receives	a	double	portion:	

"Thus	saith	the	Lord	GOD;	This	shall	be	the	border,	whereby	ye	shall	inherit	the	land	according	to	
the	twelve	tribes	of	Israel:	Joseph	shall	have	two	portions."	(Ezekiel	47:13)	

	 K	 Benjamin	(v.	27)	

Jacob	 does	 not	 have	 much	 to	 say	 regarding	 Benjamin.	 The	 statement	 made	 here	 seems	 to	
indicate	 that	Benjamin	would	be	a	warrior.	King	Saul	was	a	Benjamite,	as	was	Saul	of	Tarsus,	
and	these	men	were	both	fighters.	Judges	19	–	21	tells	a	sordid	story	about	an	event	which	took	
place	 in	 Gibeah,	 a	 city	 that	 belonged	 to	 Benjamin,	 which	 resulted	 in	 a	 civil	 war	 between	
Benjamin	and	the	all	of	the	rest	of	Israel.	Benjamin	was	nearly	wiped	out	completely	after	the	
final	battle.	

Benjamin	 is	 almost	 always	 associated	with	 Judah,	 so	much	 so	 that	when	 the	 nation	 of	 Israel	
split,	Benjamin	was	the	only	tribe	that	stayed	with	Judah.	

Note	 –	 the	 complete	 study	 of	 all	 of	 the	 tribes	 and	how	each	 one	 has	 developed	 throughout	
history	is	a	lengthy	study,	and	we	have	not	even	scratched	the	surface	here.	

III	 Jacob	Is	Gathered	unto	His	People	(vs.	28	–	33)	

Upon	completion	of	blessing	his	children,	Jacob	then	gives	instruction	as	to	where	he	wants	to	
be	buried.	He	has	had	his	fill	of	Egypt	after	17	years,	and	he	wants	to	go	back	to	Israel.	He	wants	
to	be	buried	in	the	cave	that	Abraham	bought	from	Ephron	the	Hittite	for	four	hundred	shekels	
of	silver.		There	is	buried	Abraham	and	Sarah;	Isaac	and	Rebekah;	and	Leah.	Now	Jacob	will	join	
them.	
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