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The Bauer Family 
    Serving in Australia’s Outback 

 
					There’s	a	saying	that	I’m	reminded	of	fairly	often	–	“When	you	don’t	know	what	to	do,	just	keep	
doing	 what	 you	 know	 to	 do.”	 Last	 September	 the	 future	 of	 our	ministry	 in	 Barunga	 became	 an	
uncertainty.	 A	 religious	 organization	 claimed	 that	 after	 a	 twelve-year	 absence	 they	 would	 be	
coming	 back	 to	 Barunga.	 They	 also	 claimed	 to	 have	 a	 99-year	 lease	 on	 our	 building.	While	 this	
would	be	a	strange	situation	for	most	other	Australian	churches,	on	an	aboriginal	community	it	is	a	
possibility	we	 have	 been	aware	 of	 since	 the	beginning.	We	had	 peace	 to	walk	 through	 this	door	
nearly	five	years	ago	so	there	should	be	no	reason	to	worry	about	it	now…but	we	did	worry.	 	Not	
knowing	 what	 to	 do,	 we	 just	 kept	 doing	 what	 we	 knew	 we	 should.	 With	 weeks	 between	
communication	and	meetings	 that	 took	months	 to	schedule,	 the	 final	outcome	was	a	community	
meeting	 between	 the	 new	 head	 of	 the	 organization	 and	 the	 Christians	 of	 Barunga.	 Strangely	
enough	I	felt	led	to	allow	this	meeting	to	happen	without	myself	being	present.	If	a	decision	was	to	
be	made	no	one	could	say	that	I	swayed	it	in	our	favor.	I	would	wait	and	see	what	God	had	planned.	
In	the	end,	the	decision	was	made	to	sign	over	the	land	lease	to	the	people	of	Barunga	and	allow	
them	to	continue	on	as	an	independent	church	with	myself	as	pastor.	This	is	the	outcome	for	which	
we	had	been	praying.	The	only	loose	ends	now	are	1.	They	have	misplaced	the	lease	document	with	
which	they	were	previously	threatening	us,	and	2.	We	are	now	responsible	for	all	of	the	legalities	
we	didn’t	know	existed	until	9	months	ago.	Please	pray	for	us	as	we	try	to	finalize	these	decisions	
and	make	them	binding.	We	have	(once	again)	learned	to	trust	God	for	this	outcome	and	know	He	
will	see	 it	 through.	 	We	will	need	wisdom,	patience,	and	the	support	of	 local	Christians	who	have	
waded	through	all	 the	red	tape	 it	 takes	 to	make	a	church	“official”	here	 in	Australia.	Fortunately,	
the	 same	 individual	 who	 helped	 us	 set	 up	 our	 previous	 church	 has	 already	 offered	 assistance.	
Please	continue	to	pray	that	things	go	smoothly.	
					A	big	development	since	our	 last	correspondence	 is	the	beginning	of	our	teen	group.	We	have	
been	 aware	 of	 this	 need	 for	 a	while	 but	 did	 not	 have	 the	 time,	money,	or	 resources	 to	make	 it	
happen.	Finally,	with	neither	the	time	or	money,	nor	the	resources	I	decided	we	were	going	to	do	it	
anyway.	 The	 teenagers	 came	 together	 and	 helped	 demolish	 our	 decommissioned	 kitchen.	 Some	
local	Christian	men	 showed	up	 the	 next	week	with	a	 trailer,	big	 hammers,	 and	a	 few	brooms	 to	
finish	the	job.	Finally,	a	Christian	man	who	is	a	professional	painter	came	in	and	a	few	short	hours	
later	it	looked	like	a	new	room.	Our	first	night	we	had	fifteen	attend.	Over	the	last	eight	weeks	that	
number	 has	 varied	 but	 so	 far	 roughly	 70%	of	 Barunga’s	 teens	 have	 attended.	We	 can	 see	 great	
things	coming	from	this	and	pray	that	God	continues	to	bring	these	young	people	to	Him.		
					Another	 change	 over	 the	 last	 several	 months	 has	 been	 our	 influence	 with	 the	 men	 of	 the	
community.	In	a	recent	service,	we	had	over	40	people	in	attendance,	which	in	and	of	itself	is	not	
unusual.	What	was	unusual	is	that	it	was	the	first	time	in	as	long	as	any	of	us	could	remember	that	
the	 men	 outnumbered	 the	 women.	 While	 it	 was	 good	 to	 see	 men	 in	 church,	 it	 was	 truly	
encouraging	to	see	entire	families	attending	together.		Between	our	Sunday	services,	the	outreach	
at	 the	 rehab	 facility,	 the	 kid’s	 club	 on	 a	Wednesday	 night,	 the	 teen	 group	 and	 our	weekly	 adult	
prayer	and	Bible	studies	we	are	hoping	that	no	one	will	slip	through	the	cracks.	
					In	other	news,	I	will	be	making	a	short	trip	back	to	the	USA	for	the	month	of	September.	I	will	be	
speaking	in	a	conference	while	there	and	visiting	as	many	churches	and	pastors	as	possible.	In	the	
next	few	weeks	I	may	contact	you	but	if	you	would	like	to	schedule	a	visit	please	email	us	and	I	will	
do	 my	 absolute	 best	 to	 fit	 everyone	 in.	 Thanks	 again	 for	 investing	 in	 the	 lives	 of	 Australia’s	
indigenous	people.	
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