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“13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe 

that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 

bring with him.”     - I Thessalonians 4:13-14 
 

God always amazes me with His love and care for His own. July 1st, we 

arrived at the check-in for our first leg of the flight to Madagascar. There I was 

standing with four small children, one infant, a stroller, a car seat, and 9 big 

pieces of luggage in line.  Boy did I get the questioning looks. Where is he going 

with those kids by himself? Is he crazy? I hope he is not on our flight! People 

then started verbalizing their questions to me, and that’s when I was able to share 

with them what God was doing. It was amazing how the Lord just opened up the 

opportunity to be a witness to those around me. Soon my story was spread 

throughout the whole line of people waiting to get on the flight. As it turns out 

there was a group of missionaries flying to Ethiopia for a childrens project. They 

came up to me and introduced themselves and offered to assist on the 18 hour 

flight anyway that I needed. One of my fears was how to handle 4 children and 

an infant by myself. God had it all worked out. Then on the flight I was sitting 

right next to an Ethiopian man, named David. He and some of his family were 

living in Maryland. His sister had just recently passed away after a long, hard 7 

year battle with cancer. David was her primary caretaker at the end. He and some 

of his family were accompanying the body on the flight back to Ethiopia for the 

funeral. We were able to talk without interruption for many hours as I told him 

about Charity and witnessed to him. I was able to tell him why I do not grieve as 

those without Hope. The Hope that is found only in Jesus Christ. Please pray that 

God’s Word would continue to be cultivated in his heart. 

It was so special to step back on to Malagasy soil again after such a long 

absence. It was so encouraging to see our church in Maintirano, and the new 

believers. It was difficult, being there without Charity by my side, but God 

comforted me time and time again. One of the reasons for taking this trip was to 

see how I emotionally could handle being back in Madagascar without Charity. I 

have heard from many who have lost their spouses, that there are places they just 

can’t return to because of the grief. I wanted to see how I could handle being 

back in a place that meant so much to both of us. I will say that it was difficult, 

but God also gave comfort and grace through it all. Since Charity’s homegoing, I 

have been really searching for what God has for me. My heart for the people of 

Madagascar has not changed. I truly believe that Madagascar is still where 

God wants me to be. I know that there are a lot of things to do before we can 

return. A couple of big items are; resolving all the medical bills and finalizing the 

grave arrangements.  
 

Please continue to pray specifically for: 

-the Lord’s leading and guidance in our future 

-details of us getting back home (figuring out schooling, home life, etc.) 

-settling all the health insurance issues and the medical bills 

-all the details after the home going of Charity (her belongings, tombstone) 

-each one of the kids as they also go through the grief of losing their mother 

-the church in Maintirano. Praise the LORD - 4 teens were saved last week 
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