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The Bauer Family 
    Serving in Australia’s Outback 

 
					It’s	hard	 to	remember	exactly	what	we	were	expecting	when	we	 left	 for	Australia’s	Outback	8	
years	ago.	Most	of	our	information	at	that	time	came	from	books	written	before	the	1990’s	and	old	
National	 Geographics.	 A	 few	 Australian	 pastors	 had	 done	 their	 best	 to	 inform	 us	 of	 their	
experiences	but	it	was	very	difficult	to	find	a	Baptist	missionary	who	had	walked	the	path	we	were	
planning	on	taking.	What	 I	can	 tell	you	 is	this:	what	we	expected	and	what	we	have	experienced	
have	at	times	been	very	different.	 I	 think	we	pictured	more	of	a	“pioneering”	ministry	than	what	
we’ve	 encountered.	 We	 envisioned	 telling	 people	 about	 Christ	 for	 the	 first	 time	 in	 places	 the	
Gospel	 had	 not	 yet	 reached.	 	 While	 this	 is	 technically	 what	 we	 do	 it	 was	 still	 somewhat	 of	 an	
inaccurate	picture.	Recently	I	read	a	statistic	that	81%	of	aboriginal	people	identify	as	Christian.	As	I	
researched	 this	 figure	 for	accuracy	 I	 found	some	reports	 stating	 it	might	be	as	 low	as	54%.	For	a	
once	 unreached	 people	 group	 some	may	 find	 these	 numbers	 encouraging,	 but	 let	 me	 give	 you	
some	stats	that	we	have	collected	first	hand.	Keep	in	mind	that	our	community	probably	represents	
a	“best	case	scenario”.	Christianity	has	been	a	part	of	Barunga	for	at	least	the	last	40	years	and	as	
far	as	communities	go	it	is	known	for	being	safer	and	more	peaceful	than	others.	With	that	being	
said,	 alcohol	 and	 drugs	 have	 negatively	 affected	 100%	 of	 our	 church	members	 and	 community.	
Over	 90%	of	 our	 ladies	 have	endured	 some	 form	of	 domestic,	 physical	 abuse.	 	 Over	 90%	of	 our	
young	 adults	 have	 criminal	 records.	 	 Over	 50%	 of	 the	 ladies	 in	 our	 church	 have	 been	 widowed	
prematurely.	 And	 100%	 of	 our	 young	 people	 have	 witnessed	 an	 act	 of	 violence	 in	 the	 last	 two	
weeks.	What	are	we	to	 learn	from	these	numbers	as	compared	to	the	 initial	one	that	was	given?	
We	can	either	conclude	(as	some	have)	that	the	Gospel	doesn’t	change	lives	or	simply	acknowledge	
that	“Christianity”	has	come	through	these	communities	but	somehow,	Christ	has	not.	Good	stories	
without	 the	good	 news.	To	 be	honest	 I	 am	still	 trying	 to	 conclude	what	exactly	 it	was	 that	went	
wrong.	 I	 suppose	 that	 with	 75%	 of	 Americans	 claiming	 to	 be	 Christian	 we	 can	 ask	 very	 similar	
questions	about	where	that	culture	has	been	heading	but	here	in	a	community	of	only	300	people	I	
have	faith	that	the	answers	are	only	a	few	more	questions	away.		
					We	believe	that	the	Gospel	message	is	a	supernatural	one	and	the	results	are	validation	of	that	
message.	We	have	seen	this,	we	have	experienced	it	and	because	we	believe	it	we	will	continue	to	
preach	 and	 to	 teach	 it.	 Since	 our	 last	 letter	 a	 new	 opportunity	 has	 arisen	 to	 do	 just	 that.	 The	
government	has	released	funding	for	every	public	school	to	have	a	chaplain	on	staff.		I	have	put	my	
hand	up	for	our	community	of	Barunga.	It	is	a	two-day-a-week	position	that	I	have	asked	to	spread	
out	over	two	other	communities-	Wugularr	and	Manyallaluk.	This	enables	me	to	spend	time	with	
our	 two	neighboring	 communities	as	well	as	more	time	with	our	own	(Barunga).	Please	pray	that	
the	 paperwork	 will	 process	 quickly	 and	 that	 God	 will	 use	 this	 to	 spread	 the	 Gospel	 message	 of	
redemption,	hope,	and	purpose	to	young	people	throughout	these	communities.	 I	 fear	that	many	
of	 them	 identify	 as	 “Christian”	 but	 have	 never	 put	 their	 faith	 in	 Christ.	 There	 is	 a	 palpable	
hopelessness	among	many	of	our	youth.	Within	the	last	10	months	I	can	recall	five	suicide	attempts	
made	 by	 young	 people	 in	 these	 communities,	 two	 of	 them	 successful.	 A	 young	 man	 who	
occasionally	comes	to	our	church	said	he	was	only	there	that	Sunday	because	the	rope	he	had	tried	
to	hang	himself	with,	broke	that	morning.	I	remember	not	even	being	startled	by	the	news.	This	is	a	
sad	reality	of	community	life	–	a	reality	that	wouldn’t	be	if	81%	of	people	had	truly	accepted	the	gift	
of	Salvation	and	began	their	new	life	in	Christ.	Please	pray	for	our	Christian	people	that	they	remain	
faithful	and	encouraged	in	the	face	of	disappointment	and	adversity.	Thank	you	for	the	prayers	and	
support	that	allow	us	to	be	a	part	of	what	God	is	doing	in	Australia’s	Outback.	
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