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Revival meetings were
well attended

The dogs didn’t hinder
anyone from coming
forward

The first rains since
March

Georgie the boar on
his way to disrupt
morning worship

The tourists are gone, the first few rains have fallen, and our revival meetings went very well. We
have much to be thankful for. In our last letter we had asked that you pray for our upcoming
meetings in mid-October and I am pleased to report that our prayers were answered. We had a
high attendance of over 100 people and many decisions were made for the Lord including five
who made professions of faith. We had quite a few first time visitors as well. Please pray for
those who have given their lives to Christ as well as the many others who made commitments to
Him during this week.
While things have been steadily moving forward, recently we have had a number of new
challenges arise. To understand these new struggles I’ll need to share with you a bit of
background. The Barunga community has had a strict law prohibiting the possession or
consumption of alcohol within the community boundaries. Those who want to drink must go to
the “drinking spot” which is about 20 km (12 miles) away. Here they drink on the side of the
road, which is very dangerous due to the road only being one lane and the shoulders needed for
passing oncoming traffic. Once intoxicated they will either sleep it off, hitchhike back to home,
or try walking. Due to the very high daytime temperatures the best time to walk is at night and
many people have been hit by passing motorists. In the last few years at least six have died. After
the recent high profile death of a young man on this road, the drinking ban in the community
was lifted due to safety concerns. Not surprisingly we have seen a dramatic increase in domestic
violence, drunk driving, and public disturbances. This affects everyone in our church in some
way. People struggle to show up on Sunday morning due to having to deal with trouble all
Saturday night long. A fight broke out after morning services on the church lawn when a drunken
family member began verbally abusing passer-bys. We have had numerous “close calls” with
vehicles driven by intoxicated people during all hours of the day. We understand that measures
needed to be taken to lower the death toll but the solution to that problem created another
problem that was brought literally right to our front door. There is a hidden blessing in all of this
though. People used to say that when the pastor visits the community people behave better
until he leaves. Well this is clearly no longer the case. This change allows us to know how we can
better help people and who needs what help. Please pray that God grant us the strength to deal
with what lies ahead.
In addition to these challenges, we have recently been contacted by a religious organization
that worked in the community many years ago, they left and now want to come back. To further
complicate things, they have informed us that the building we are meeting in- they hold the
lease to. This came as a surprise to all of us. To fully understand why this matters, you need to
have some knowledge of Australia’s past “mission” policies and the history of Christianity among
Aboriginal tribes. I won’t attempt to concisely explain it here but I will ask you to pray that God
grant us wisdom, patience, and that His will be done in this situation. It’s too early to tell what
God intends to do but I can think of a few possible outcomes that would answer prayers we
didn’t used to have the faith to even pray for. In the last four years, God has opened so many
doors for us before we even had a chance to knock. With this in mind, I refuse to see this most
recent hurdle as anything other than another step forward.
In other news-the rehab ministry is going well. Every Sunday night we hold services there and
during those times, away from the influence of alcohol, sincere commitments are made. Please
pray for these men and women that they seek God and His promises when they are sent home
and temptation comes. Sadly, many will relapse. In the two years I have been preaching there I
have seen many come through multiple times for a three-month program. I’m unsure what we
could do differently, so until God instructs otherwise, we will continue to preach the Gospel
message that can truly set them free. Thank you for your prayers and support.
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