
Sunday	Morning	Message	
January	07,	2018	(Text	preached	also	on	August	18,	2013)	
Add	to	Your	Faith	–		Brotherly	Kindness		
Text	for	Today’s	Message	–	2	Peter	1:1	-	15	
Congregational	Reading	–	2	Peter	1:5	-	8	
	
Introduction	

We	have	been	preaching	a	series	of	messages	on	the	subject.	We	talked	about	what	it	means	to	
have	faith	and	how	we	can	increase	our	faith.		

Several	weeks	ago,	we	embarked	on	a	similar	series	of	messages	from	2	Peter	1,	where	we	are	
told	 that	 there	are	 seven	 things	 that	we	who	are	 saved	should,	with	all	diligence,	add	 to	our	
faith.	 So	 far,	 we	 have	 discussed	 the	 first	 five:	 virtue,	 knowledge,	 temperance,	 patience,	 and	
godliness.		

Read	the	text	–	2	Peter	1:1	–	11	

Introduction	

The	first	of	the	seven	things	that	God	says	that	we	should	add	to	our	faith	is	virtue:	

"And	beside	this,	giving	all	diligence,	add	to	your	faith	virtue;”	(2	Peter	1:5a)	

In	that	message,	we	discovered	that	the	word	“virtue”	means	a	moral	excellence	or	purity.	We	
said	that	a	person	who	has	virtue	knows	what	is	right	and	will	do	it,	and	because	he	is	virtuous	
he	glorifies	the	Lord.	We	also	examined	some	examples	of	virtue	from	the	Bible,	particularly	in	
the	life	of	Joseph.		

In	the	next	message	from	this	series,	we	learned	that	we	need	to	add	knowledge	to	our	faith:	

"And	beside	this,	giving	all	diligence,	add	to	your	faith	virtue,	and	to	virtue	knowledge;"	(2	Peter	
1:5)	

In	 that	study,	we	discovered	that	 the	word	 for	knowledge	here	 in	2	Peter	 is	 the	word	γνῶσις	
(gnosis),	which	has	the	idea	of	gaining	or	increasing	knowledge.	Paul	said:	

"That	I	may	know	(ginosko)	him,	and	the	power	of	his	resurrection,	and	the	fellowship	of	his	
sufferings,	being	made	conformable	unto	his	death;"	(Philippians	3:10	KJV)	

As	we	mentioned	in	that	message,	Paul	already	knew	the	Lord,	but	he	wanted	to	get	to	know	
him	better.	I	want	to	get	to	know	him	better.		

Peter	was	saying	that	we	who	are	saved	need	to	add	to	our	faith	an	increasing	knowledge	of	the	
Lord;	 and	 we	 can	 do	 that	 through	 daily	 devotion,	 diligent	 investigation,	 and	 then	 dutiful	
application.	



Then	we	discussed	adding	to	our	faith	temperance.	We	discovered	that	the	word	temperance	
means	self-control.	We	live	in	an	out	of	control	society.	People	cannot	contain	their	appetites	
and	passions.	God,	however,	wants	His	children	to	allow	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God	to	control	them.	

We	then	examined	what	it	means	to	add	patience	to	our	faith.	We	discovered	that	patience	is	
more	 than	 just	 being	 able	 to	 wait	 without	 complaining.	 The	 biblical	 word	 patience	 involves	
perseverance	or	endurance.	 Jesus	patiently	endured	the	cross	 for	 the	 joy	that	was	set	before	
Him.	Paul	patiently	endured	 the	beatings	because	he	knew	he	was	doing	God’s	will,	and	 that	
the	salvation	of	lost	souls	depended	on	his	not	giving	up.	Too	many	Christians	day	are	quitting,	
giving	up.	We	must	determine	what	the	will	of	God	is	for	our	life,	and	patiently	fulfill	it.	

Last	week,	we	talked	about	godliness,	which	was	defined	as	a	respect	for	God	that	affects	the	
way	we	live.	

1 It	is	synonymous	with	holiness.	

2 It	cannot	be	produced	from	within	ourselves.	It	can	only	come	from	God.	

3 Godliness	is	God	being	revealed,	or	manifested,	in	our	lives;	which,	again,	can	only	
happen	if	God	is	in	us	through	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	of	God.	

4 Pursuing,	 or	 developing	 godliness	 should	 be	 a	 great	 priority	 in	 our	 lives,	 taking	
precedence	 over	 the	 pursuit	 of	 material	 gain,	 or	 improving	 our	 physical	
appearance.	

5 Godliness	and	good	works	are	closely	associated.	You	can	do	works	that	appear	to	
be	 good	without	 being	 godly,	 but	 you	 cannot	 be	 godly	 without	 producing	 good	
works	in	your	life.	Good	works	do	not	save	you,	but	they	are	a	big	part	of	the	life	of	
a	godly,	saved	person.		

Transition	

Today,	 we	 are	 going	 to	 consider	 the	 sixth	 character	 trait	 that	 God	 says	 that	 we	 are	 to	 fully	
develop	in	our	lives	–	brotherly	kindness:	

"And	to	godliness	brotherly	kindness;	and	to	brotherly	kindness	charity."	(2	Peter	1:7)	

φιλαδελφία	(Philadelphia	-	fil-ad-el-fee'-ah)	

fraternal	affection:	-	brotherly	love	(kindness),	love	of	the	brethren.	

"Be	kindly	affectioned	one	to	another	with	brotherly	love;	in	honour	preferring	one	another;"	
(Romans	12:10)	

"Let	brotherly	love	continue."	(Hebrews	13:1)	



"Seeing	ye	have	purified	your	souls	in	obeying	the	truth	through	the	Spirit	unto	unfeigned	love	of	
the	brethren,	see	that	ye	love	one	another	with	a	pure	heart	fervently:"	(1	Peter	1:22)	

φιλάδελφος	(philadelphos	-	fil-ad'-el-fos)	

fond	of	brethren,	that	is,	fraternal:	-	love	as	brethren.	

"Finally,	be	ye	all	of	one	mind,	having	compassion	one	of	another,	love	as	brethren,	be	pitiful,	be	
courteous:"	(1	Peter	3:8)	

φιλέω	(phileō	-	fil-eh'-o)	

to	 be	 a	 friend	 to	 (fond	 of	 [an	 individual	 or	 an	 object]),	 that	 is,	 have	 affection	 for	 (denoting	
personal	attachment,	as	a	matter	of	sentiment	or	feeling;	it	is	sometimes	translated	to	kiss	

Webster	 –	 defines	 kindness	 as	 good	 will;	 benevolence;	 that	 temper	 or	 disposition	 which	
delights	 in	 contributing	 to	 the	happiness	 of	 others,	which	 is	 exercised	 cheerfully	 in	 gratifying	
their	wishes,	supplying	their	wants	or	alleviating	their	distresses;	benignity	of	nature.	Kindness	
ever	accompanies	love.	

The	difference	between	this	phrase	“brotherly	kindness”,	which	is	often	times	translated	“love”;	
and	the	agape	love	spoken	about	so	often	in	the	Bible	can	be	seen	in	John	21:1	-	19.	

Peter	knew	he	had	affection	for	the	Lord,	and	at	one	time	thought	he	had	a	deep,	abiding,	self-
sacrificing,	unconditional	love	for	the	Lord;	but	he	had	just	denied	him.		(Review	the	story).		The	
Lord	Jesus	then	tells	Peter	that	Peter’s	love	would	develop	into	much	more	than	affection,	as	he	
shows	Peter	that	someday	Peter	would	lay	down	his	life	for	the	Lord.	

I	 Affection	(kindness)	

Many	 times,	 our	 relationship	 with	 people	 will	 begin	 as	 affection.	 Affection	 will	 be	 natural	
between	 some	 people.	 Some	 people	 are	 naturally	 drawn	 toward	 each	 other.	 We	 must	 not	
confuse	natural	affection	for	agape	love.			

Illustrate	–	When	Cindy	and	I	met		

Later	this	may	grow	into	a	deeper,	abiding,	self-sacrificing	love,	but	we	need	to	be	very	careful	
that	as	our	agape	 love	grows	 for	each	other	 that	we	maintain	 the	affection	 that	we	have	 for	
each	other.	

1 Most	of	the	time	affection	is	easy	between	friends.	But	we	must	work	at	it	during	
those	times	when	it	is	not	easy.	

2 Most	of	the	time	affection	is	easy	in	families	particularly	between	parents	and	their	
children.		Note	–	sometimes	our	affection	can	interfere	with	our	agape	love.	

	



3 Affection	 is	not	easy	with	our	 foes.	But	affection,	kindness	 toward	 those	who	do	
not	like	you	will	go	a	long	way	in	eliminating	their	unkindness	toward	you.	

"A	man	that	hath	friends	must	shew	himself	friendly:	and	there	is	a	friend	that	sticketh	closer	
than	a	brother."	(Proverbs	18:24)	

"A	soft	answer	turneth	away	wrath:	but	grievous	words	stir	up	anger."	(Proverbs	15:1)	

Illustration	-	Business	as	Usual	

A	 young	man	 left	 his	 employer,	 a	 lumber	merchant,	 and	began	business	 in	 competition	with	
him.	For	a	while	he	prospered	greatly	and	got	many	orders	that	would	have	gone	to	the	firm	he	
had	 left.	But	 just	when	his	business	 seemed	 to	be	most	 flourishing,	 and	he	had	more	orders	
than	he	could	supply,	a	huge	fire	in	his	yard	destroyed	all	his	lumber.	The	day	after	the	fire	he	
saw	 his	 old	 employer	 coming	 toward	 his	 office.	 He	 said	 later,	 "I	 could	 have	 hated	 him,	 for	 I	
thought	he	was	coming	to	gloat	over	my	misfortune.	But	he	came	to	me	as	a	friend	in	need	and	
said,	 'I	 know	you	have	agreed	 to	 supply	 lumber	 to	 your	 customers	by	 certain	dates,	 and	 this	
unfortunate	fire	makes	 it	 impossible	 for	you	to	do	 it.	My	 lumber	yard	 is	at	your	disposal.	You	
can	have	what	 you	need	and	pay	me	at	 your	own	 convenience.	 Your	business	may	 go	on	 as	
usual.'	"	The	young	man	was	overwhelmed	by	this	embodiment	of	the	Golden	Rule;	the	rivalry	
and	hatred	that	he	had	felt	gave	place	to	love.	

II	 Attitude	

Brotherly	kindness	can	be	seen	first	in	your	attitude.		Sometimes	it	is	not	what	was	said	but	the	
way	it	was	said.			

Illustrate	–	The	student	that	was	standing	up	in	his	heart.	

Things	that	will	affect	our	attitude:	

1 Our	walk	with	the	Lord.	

2 Our	physical	health.	

3 Our	emotional	and	mental	health	(i.e.	discouragement	or	depression)	

III	 Actions	

Brotherly	kindness	should	be	expressed	in	our	actions	toward	each	other:	

1 Kind	words	(I	love	you!)	

2 Lending	a	Helping	hand	

3 A	note	of	appreciation	

	



Things	that	will	keep	us	from	being	kind	in	our	actions	toward	each	other:	

1 Thoughtlessness	

2 Busyness	

3 Selfishness	

Illustrate	-	Never	Too	Busy	to	Be	Kind	

While	Lincoln	was	a	poor	young	 lawyer	 in	Springfield,	he	was	going	to	his	office	one	morning	
when	he	saw	a	little	girl	crying	at	the	door	of	one	of	the	houses.	Lincoln	stopped	to	see	what	
was	the	matter.	She	sobbed	out	her	story.	She	was	going	to	visit	a	little	friend	of	hers	in	another	
town.	It	was	to	be	her	first	ride	on	the	train,	and	the	expressman	had	not	come	for	the	trunk.	

Mr.	Lincoln	lifted	the	trunk	onto	his	shoulders	and	started	off,	calling	to	the	little	girl	to	"come	
along."	They	just	caught	the	train.	The	little	girl	never	forgot	him!	A	great,	brave,	noble	man	he	
was-never	too	busy	to	be	kind.	

Conclusion	

There	is	no	doubt	in	my	mind	that	many	of	you	family	members	(husbands	and	wives;	brothers	
and	 sisters)	 have	 agape	 love	 for	 each	 other;	 but	 most	 times	 we	 struggle	 greatly	 with	 just	
displaying	affection	and	kindness	towards	each	other.	

The	same	goes	with	the	church	family.	We	must	work	diligently	at	being	kind	and	affectionate	
toward	each	other.	

By	the	way	your	kindness	will	be	re-paid.	The	principal	of	sowing	and	reaping	applies	here.	

Illustrate	-	Kindness	Rewarded	

Two	boys	who	were	working	 their	way	 through	Stanford	University	 found	 themselves	 almost	
without	funds.	One	of	them	conceived	the	idea	of	engaging	the	great	Polish	pianist,	Paderewski,	
for	a	piano	 recital,	 and	devoting	 the	profits	 to	 their	board	and	 tuition.	The	pianist's	manager	
asked	 for	a	guarantee	of	$2,000.	The	boys	proceeded	to	stage	 the	concert,	but	 the	proceeds	
totaled	only	$1,600.	The	boys	sought	 the	great	artist	and	told	him	of	 their	efforts.	They	gave	
him	the	entire	$1,600	and	a	promissory	note	for	the	$400,	explaining	that	they	would	earn	the	
balance	and	pay	it	off	at	the	earliest	possible	moment.	

"No,	boys,	that	won't	do,"	said	Paderewski.	Then,	tearing	up	the	note,	he	returned	the	money	
to	them,	saying,	"Now	take	out	of	the	$1,600	all	of	your	expenses,	and	keep	ten	percent	of	the	
balance	for	each	of	you	for	your	work,	and	let	me	have	the	rest."	

The	years	rolled	by.	The	war	came,	and	Paderewski	was	striving	with	might	and	main	to	 feed	
the	starving	thousands	in	his	beloved	Poland.	There	was	only	one	man	in	the	world	who	could	



help	Paderewski.	Thousands	of	tons	of	 food	began	to	come	into	Poland	for	distribution.	After	
the	starving	people	were	 fed,	Paderewski	 journeyed	to	Paris	 to	 thank	Herbert	Hoover	 for	 the	
relief	sent	them.	

"That's	quite	all	right,	Mr.	Paderewski,"	was	Mr.	Hoover's	reply.	"Besides,	you	don't	remember	
how	you	helped	me	once	when	I	was	a	student	working	my	way	through	Stanford,	and	I	was	in	
a	hole."	Remember	the	words	of	the	Master,	"With	what	measure	ye	mete,	it	shall	be	measured	
to	you	again"	(Matthew	7:2).	

Closing	Illustration	(if	time	permits)	–	Mr.	Albritton	and	Paula	Ford	–	not	only	loved	my	family	
(agapao)	–	they	were	very	kind	to	my	family.	

	


