
Sunday Morning Message 
January 28, 2018  
First Love / First Works 
Fulfilling the Great Commission – Winning Souls 
Text for Today’s Message – Matthew 28:18 - 20 
Congregational Reading – Matthew 28:18 - 20 

Introduction 

Read Revelation 2:1 - 7 

Two weeks ago, we began our series of messages surrounding our theme for 2018 – First 
Love/First Works. We discussed the overall context of the Letter to the Church at Ephesus in 
Revelation 2:1 – 7. In the first message, we discussed the “first love” aspect of our theme. (Read 
v. 4) We stated that the first love was our love for the Lord Jesus, particularly when we first got 
saved – when it was fresh and new. 

Last week, in the second message we talked about the “first works” (Read v. 5) 

The word “first” comes from the Greek word, πρῶτος (prōtos), which can either mean first in a 
succession, or first in priority or importance. My understanding of the meaning of “first works” 
in our text is that Jesus wants to get back to doing, back to promoting, back to emphasizing the 
things that are of primary importance to Him. The word “works” is plural, which indicates that 
there are more than one of these works. It is critical that we remember that we are not saved 
because of our good works, but rather we do good works because we are saved and because of 
the “first love” that we have for the Lord. A first love will produce first works 

Last week, we discussed the first “first work”, which was going to church. We decided to discuss 
the importance of church attendance first because if God’s people can get in the habit of 
attending church faithfully, then they will be continuously bombarded and reminded with truth 
regarding all of the other “first works.” 

Before we begin our look at the next “first work”, let me remind you that these “first works” are 
all of primary importance, and the order in which we are discussing them does not mean that 
one is more important than another. 

The “first work” that we are going to look at today is the fulfilling of the Great Commission.  

Read Matthew 28:18 – 20 

As we can see from these verses, the Great Commission has three facets to it: 

 Evangelization – “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations”  

 Baptism – “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:” 

 Discipleship – “teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” 



Today, or focus will be on the first part of fulfilling the Great Commission, which is 
evangelization or soul winning. 

Other Great Commission Verses emphasizing soul winning: 

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 

part of the earth."  (Acts 1:8) 

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." 
(Mark 16:15) 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." - (John 3:16) 

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come." - (Matthew 24:14) 

"And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise of 
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on 

high." - (Luke 24:47-49) 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. (Proverbs 11:30) 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. (Psalm 126:5-6) 

Soul winning is the preaching of the gospel to those that are lost. 

Thoughts Concerning Soulwinning: 

I We are commanded to preach the gospel. 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. (Mark 
16:15) 

II Jesus preached the gospel. 

“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.” 

(Matthew 9:35) 

III The disciples preached the gospel. 

“Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, 
and to cure diseases.” (Luke9:1) 

“And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every 
where.” (Luke 9:6) 

IV The early church preached the gospel. (Acts 8:1 – 4) 



“And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution 
against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the 

regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.” (Acts 8:1) 

“Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.”(Acts  8:4) 

“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:15) 

What is the gospel? 

Turn to 1 Corinthians 15:1 -  11 

The gospel then is the “good news” of the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Why is that good news?  Because without Christ’s death, and resurrection we are still in 
our sins; and our faith is in vain; and we are of all men most miserable. 

In order for a person to get saved three things are necessary: 

The Spirit of God;  

The Word of God; and  

The Soul Winner 

“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 

10:14) 

“How can I, except some man should guide me” (Acts 8:31) 

It is the soul winner’s responsibility to tell a lost sinner how he can know for sure that he can be 
saved.  

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God." (1 John 

5:13) 

1 He must hear and believe the truth about himself: 

 He is a sinner.  

"As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: ... For all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God;" (Romans 3:10, 23) 

 He deserves the judgment of Hell. 

"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned:" (Romans 5:12) 

"For the wages of sin is death;" (Romans 6:23a) 

2 He must hear and believe the truth about Christ: 

 Jesus loves him.  



"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) 

 Jesus proved his love by dying for our sins.  

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 
(Romans 5:8) 

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
(Romans 6:23) 

3 He must repent and place his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Jesus said, “repent ye, and believe the gospel” 

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, 
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew 

and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:9-13) 

Conclusion 

How are we going to fulfill this 1st part of the Great Commission? 

1 Be convinced that you are right about salvation. 

 Saved people go to Heaven – Lost people spend an eternity in Hell. 

2 Get in the habit of carrying tracts with you; and give them out to everybody. 

3 Learn how to give your testimony. 

4 Carry a New Testament with you. 

5 Memorize the Romans Road and underscore the verses in your New Testament. 

6 Take ownership of your world.  

Pray for your friends, neighbors, family, and co-workers; and, witness to them; invite 
them to church. 

7 Go to one of the organized soul-winning meetings at the church. Learn from an 
experienced soul-winner. 

8 Pray that God would give you a burden for souls, and Holy Spirit Power and Boldness. 
Pray that God would give you an opportunity to witness. 


