
Sunday Morning Message 
January 28, 2018  
First Love / First Works 
Fulfilling the Great Commission – Baptizing Converts 
Text for Today’s Message – Romans 6:3 - 5 
Congregational Reading – Romans 6:3 - 5 

Introduction 

Turn to Revelation 2 

Three weeks ago, we began a series of messages surrounding our theme for 2018 – First 
Love/First Works. We discussed the overall context of the Letter to the Church at Ephesus in 
Revelation 2:1 – 7. In the first message, we discussed the “first love” aspect of our theme. (Read 
v. 4) We stated that the first love was our love for the Lord Jesus, particularly when we first got 
saved – when it was fresh and new. 

In the second message we talked about the “first works” (Read v. 5) 

The word “first” comes from the Greek word, πρῶτος (prōtos), which can either mean first in a 
succession, or first in priority or importance. My understanding of the meaning of “first works” 
in our text is that Jesus wants to get back to doing, back to promoting, back to emphasizing the 
things that are of primary importance to Him. The word “works” is plural, which indicates that 
there are more than one of these works. It is critical that we remember that we are not saved 
because of our good works, but rather we do good works because we are saved and because of 
the “first love” that we have for the Lord. A first love will produce first works 

The first “first work” we discussed, was going to church. We decided to discuss the importance 
of church attendance first because if God’s people can get in the habit of attending church 
faithfully, then they will be continuously bombarded and reminded with truth regarding all of 
the other “first works.” 

Last week, we talked about the “first work” of fulfilling the Great Commission; particularly the 
first part of fulfilling the Great Commission, which is winning souls. 

Remember, these “first works” are all of primary importance, and the order in which we are 
discussing them does not mean that one is more important than another. 

Read Matthew 28:18 - 20 

As we can see from these verses, the Great Commission has three facets to it: 

 Evangelization – “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations”  

 Baptism – “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:” 

 Discipleship – “teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” 

Today, our focus will be on the second part of fulfilling the Great Commission, which is baptism. 



Baptism is a subject that has been disputed for many years.  Churches have fought for centuries 
over who should be baptized, and how baptism should be done.  However, if we had nothing 
but the Scriptures to instruct us regarding baptism, there could be no arguments: for baptism is 
clearly taught in the Scriptures.  The First Century Church baptized exactly as we do today; but 
in the process of time, errors began to creep in regarding baptism: 

1 Baptismal Regeneration – This heresy began to be promoted during the second 
century, and teaches that baptism is a requirement for salvation. 

"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ:" (1 Peter 3:21) 

2 Infant baptism mandated by law in 416. Prior to this time infant baptism was 
practiced; but now it is commanded.  Persecution was now used against any 
churches or Christians that refused to baptize infants.  Even as late as 17th century 
America, there was persecution against those who refused to baptize their infants.  
It is estimated that through the centuries as many as 50 million people have been 
put to death over this doctrine. 

Baptism is important to God. It is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is important that we baptize the way the Bible tells us.   

I The Mandate for Baptism  

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” (Matthew 28:19) 

 A It is a command for the local church. 

 B It is a command to every believer. 

“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” (James 4:17) 

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed;” (John 8:31) 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” (John 15:14) 

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46) 

II The Model for Baptism – Matthew 3:13 – 17 

Jesus was baptized, and by being baptized he identified with His own message of the 
Gospel. He also provided a model or example for us to follow. 

Other New Testament Examples 

Everybody that received Christ as Savior in the New Testament was baptized after their 
salvation, with the exception of the thief on the cross. 

1 All of the Apostles (Acts 1:22) 



"Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must 
one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection." (Acts 1:22) 

2 The Converts at Pentecost (Acts 2:41) 

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls." (Acts 2:41) 

3 Lydia and her Household (Acts 16:13 – 15) 

"And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; 
and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman 

named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when 

she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us." (Acts 16:13-

15) 

4 The Philippian Jailer (Acts 16:29 – 34) 

"Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake unto him the 

word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had 

brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house." (Acts 16:29-34) 

5 The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26 – 39) 

III The Manner (or Mode) of Baptism 

 A It is for believers only. (vs. 36 – 37; Acts 19:1 – 5) 

 B It is always by immersion. (vs. 38 & 39) 

 “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and 
they came, and were baptized.” (John 3:23)   

 C It should take place immediately, or as soon as possible, after salvation. 

IV Church Membership due to Baptism 

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls." (Acts 2:41) 

 In the New Testament, people were baptized and then added to the church. 

  They were not discipled first. 



Practical Helps 

We need to emphasize baptism for believers. 

1 We need to teach it often. 

2 We need to provide an opportunity for baptism as soon after salvation as is 
feasible. 

3 We need to not fall into the trap of turning people away for baptism until they 
have grown spiritually. They cannot grow properly without being baptized. 


