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Sunday Morning Message 
April 8, 2018  
First Love / First Works 
Overcoming Insecurity 
Text for Today’s Message – 1 Samuel 21:1 – 9; 22:1 - 19 
Congregational Reading – 1 Samuel 22:13 - 16 

Introduction 

This morning we are going to look at a man in the Bible who started out as a very good man, 
but was destroyed because of insecurity. King Saul becomes a very insecure man who feels that 
everyone is plotting against him. He imagines that people are talking about him, that people 
don’t like him, and that they are conspiring to hurt him. As a result of his wrongful thinking, he 
makes a number of bad decisions, which affect a lot of other people. For some of the people 
affected by him, he is just making their lives miserable. However for others, he ends up 
completely destroying their earthly lives.  

Another man that we will see indirectly throughout this message is quite the contrast from King 
Saul. He is not insecure. In fact, He is very secure because of his relationship with the Lord. 
However, his life is one of the people whose lives were made miserable because of the 
insecurity of King Saul. 

Read 1 Samuel 21:1 – 9; 22:1 – 19 

 In our text, we see that Saul’s insecurity and jealousy of David reaches its peak. He is 
operating completely in the flesh at this point, and he orders the slaughter of Nob, an entire 
village of priests, including their families; and, he even kills off all of their livestock. All because 
He imagined that these people were conspiring with David, which they weren’t. Saul had 
trouble with his imagination: 

"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;" (2 Corinthians 10:3-5) 

Saul imagined that David was his enemy. Saul imagined that these priests were against him. 
Saul imagined that even his son and his trusted servants were conspiring against him.  

Illustration – A dear friend from a previous church began to get death threats, and even 
received a fish head in his mailbox. He had no idea who was the source of these threats, 
and why he was getting them, but he began to suspect everybody, even his closest 
friends. It turned out that the treats were coming from a neighbor who was doing 
something illegal on his property and got caught. The neighbor mistakenly thought that 
my friend had notified the authorities about his illegal activity, which he didn’t do. In fact, 
my friend didn’t know anything about it. All of these problems which ended up severing 
strong relationships came as a result of sinful activity, and then sinful imaginations.  
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Saul’s problem with insecurity did not begin with this event in Nob. Saul started out as a very 
humble guy who was obedient to his parents and submissive to the Lord. A careful reading of 1 
Samuel will tell you all that you need to know about Saul. But, he didn’t start out as this 
obsessive monster that we read about in our text. He was a decent guy, and I believe a saved 
man. According to 1 Samuel 10:10, at one time he was actually prophesying in the Spirit of God. 
He did not start out bad. The event in Nob was actually part of the last step in a downward 
spiral: 

I Acting Independently of God  

 1 Samuel 13:5 – 14 – Saul offers a burnt offering, which was not his job. 

Saul could have repented after this, but there is no indication that he does. 

 1 Samuel 15:1 – 31 – Saul disobeys the Lord. Notice v. 30 – Saul is very concerned about 
what the elders of Israel think. 

Independent thinking begins with pride, and pride always ends up destroying us if not dealt 
with. When we think independently, we will pick and choose which principles in the Bible are 
good for us. God will become a mere counselor to us, instead of the Lord of our lives.  

"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
(Proverbs 14:12) 

"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the 

LORD, and depart from evil." (Proverbs 3:5-7) 

When we think independently, we also begin to forsake the house of God, because we feel we 
no longer need to be accountable to others.  

"Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching." (Hebrews 10:23-25) 

Joshua acted independently of God when he went into Ai. 

Illustrate – my first devotion for Boy’s Brigade; first adult Sunday School class lesson. 

II Accelerating in Insecurity without God 

When you get used to thinking independently of God, you will eventually be troubled with 
insecurity. Why? Because when you live the absolute truth and security of God, you enter into 
the insecurity of man’s reasoning. Instead of just being worried about what God thinks, you 
become obsessed with what others think – the opinion polls. 

When Saul gets to this place: 

 He is no longer trusting in God. He trusts himself; his life is no longer in God’s hands, but 
in his own. 
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 He becomes very insecure. 

 He doesn’t know what to believe. 

 He doesn’t know who to trust. 

When your life is in your own hands, you can never be secure; but, when your life is in God’s 
hands you have total security.  

When you put your life in God’s hands you can live worry free.  

 1 Samuel 17 – Saul should have been the one to fight Goliath, but he was insecure 
because he was trusting in himself, and he knew that he wasn’t good enough. 

 David, however, could face Goliath because he wasn’t trusting in himself, he was trusting 
God. 

 David fought the giant in God’s strength and wrought a great victory. 

 This caused the people to love David, which gave Saul more insecurity. 

 Saul’s son, Jonathan, loved David also, which gave Saul more insecurity. 

 The more good David does, the more insecure Saul becomes, and the more Saul hates 
David. 

 Eventually, Saul becomes obsessed with David. 

According to an article in Christianity Today magazine, entitled “Handling Your Insecurities”, 
insecurity can be manifested in four ways in the life of a believer: aggressive behavior (extreme 
competitiveness); addictive behavior; affective behavior (acting out, rebellion, becoming the 
class clown); and a critical spirit. 

III Absolute Insanity – Controlled by Satan 

 Twice, he tries to kill David with a javelin. 

 Once, he tries to kill his own son. 

 He tries to kill David by sending him into battle against the Philistines. 

 Instead of focusing on Israel’s enemies, Saul is now sending his army out after David, yet 
David never retaliates. Why? Because David was in submission to God, and God said not to. 

 Saul has now lost his mind completely. In our text, we see that he kills the 85 priest of 
Nob. 

 1 Samuel 28:7 – 20 – Saul actually goes to a witch to find out what he should do. 

Conclusion 

What a shame to see a man who was once controlled by the Lord, take a series of steps 
independently of the Lord, eventually leading him to a place where he is literally acting like the 
Devil. 
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Practical Thoughts 

1 Stop comparing yourself to other people: 

"For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend 
themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among 

themselves, are not wise." (2 Corinthians 10:12) 

 God has uniquely designed and equipped you for a special purpose. Be who God wants 
you to be; but be the best you that you can be. 

2 Deal in facts, not feelings. Don’t let your imaginations run wild. Don’t assume 
people don’t like you.  

3 Stop being a victim – only you can stop you from being successful in the will of 
God. (Illustrate victims – Adam blamed Eve; Eve blamed Satan; Saul blamed David; 
Ahab blamed Elijah; etc.) 

4 Find your security in your relationship with Christ.  

  You are eternally secure in Christ – you are His child: 

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name:" (John 1:12) 

  He will never leave you: 

"Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for 
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." (Hebrews 13:5) 

  You are a work in progress. He isn’t finished with you yet: 

"Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ:" (Philippians 1:6) 

  God loves you as much as He loves any of His other children: 

"Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons:" (Acts 10:34) 

  But, He does have a different plan for you – a different purpose for you – than He 
does for other people. Live God’s plan for your life. 

5 Keep your focus on God. Get them off of yourself and off of other people; get them 
off of your circumstances. King Jehoshaphat said: 

"O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that 
cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee." (2 Chronicles 

20:12) 


