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Sunday Morning Message 
May 13, 2018  
Lydia - Serving Children, Selling Purple, and Saving Souls - Mother’s Day 2018 
Text – Acts 16:6 - 15 
Congregational Reading – Acts 16:13 - 15 

Introduction 

Through the years, I have preached many Mother’s Day messages. I have preached more than 
once on the Virtuous Woman from Proverbs 31. I have also spoken on more than one occasion 
about Lois and Eunice, the mother and grandmother of Timothy. There are many godly mothers 
referenced in the Bible that are great examples and subjects for a sermon on Mother’s Day: 
Hannah, Sarah, Elizabeth, Mary, and many others. 

I have decided this morning to talk about a lady whose name is only mentioned in two verses in 
the Bible, but I believe she would relate well to many of the mothers in this room – Her name is 
Lydia.  

Let’s go back to v. 6 and examine the context of this passage. 

Read Acts 16:6 – 13 and explain the background to the story. 

I She was a Seller of Purple (v. 14) 

"And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira…” (Acts 16:14:a) 

Purple was a very expensive dye that was used to dye the clothing of people who had great 
wealth. Purple was used in the Tabernacle and the Temple, and it was also used to dye the 
robes of royalty. Joseph was given a coat of many colors by his father, and his brothers were 
extremely jealous of him. The common man could not afford clothing with colors in it. 

Thyatira was a very wealthy city that was famous for its dyes. Purple is made from a root that 
was available in Thyatira. Lydia was “of the city of Thyatira”, but she had taken her product 
hundreds of miles away, and across the Aegean Sea in order to sell it. 

Lydia was a busy lady. She was an entrepreneur. She ran her own business. 

The Proverbs 31 woman was also a working mom. 

Turn to Proverbs 31:10 – 31 - Notice how many references there are in this passage to this 
Virtuous woman being industrious, working hard to provide for her family. 

Sometimes we get the idea that the ideal mom sits home all day and does nothing but change 
diapers, and cook dinner; but, we see here that this lady was busy, and so was Lydia. 

Mom – your family is your third priority, after the Lord and your husband, but your family is 
more important than a career. A career is a means to an end, not an end in itself. You need to 
take care of your family any way you can, and if that means you have to work outside of the 
home, then you do what you have to do. It is best for you to be home with the kids as much as 
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possible, and there are ways that you can provide income for your family without neglecting 
your children.  

Illustrate – Lady makes Civil War dresses. The Internet make it possible for people to sell things 
without opening a store. Debra Fulleylove loved photography and now she is making a very 
good living doing weddings, etc. 

If you do have to work, and most do in this culture, try to work around your children’s 
schedules. My mom worked third shift so that she could be home when we got home from 
school; and when she wasn’t home, she made sure my grandmother was there. 

Lydia was a working mom – by the way, she was very likely a single, working mom. No mention 
of a husband, though that does not mean that there wasn’t one. Maybe she was a widow. 

II She was Sensitive to the Spirit of God 

“which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul." (Acts 16:14b) 

This lady was most likely a Gentile, yet she worshipped the God of Israel. She was sensitive to 
the leading of the Lord. Notice that the Lord opened her heart. Because she worshipped God, 
and she was sensitive to the Truth, the Lord revealed to her the way of salvation. When Paul 
came to Philippi preaching the gospel, she immediately recognized the Truth in what he was 
saying. God revealed Himself to her through the preaching of the Apostle Paul. 

Here was a busy woman who made time to go to the place where people were praying. She had 
a job, a business, but she juggled her schedule around the Lord. 

Illustrate – Joe – works part time at 4 different places. Turned down a full-time position because 
it would have kept him from coming to church as much as he wants to.  

Moms – make sure that you put God above all else in your life. 

III She was a Strong Influence to Her Family, the Apostle Paul, and the People in Her 
Community. 

"And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me 
to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us." (Acts 

16:15) 

Because she was sensitive to the Lord, she immediately wanted to follow the Lord in believer’s 
baptism, and her household followed her. Notice that her household got baptized with her. This 
tells me that she was a strong influence in her home. She had her children in subjection with all 
gravity. They loved her, respected (feared) her. They were willing to follow her. 

We need moms and dads today who are not attempting to be their children’s buddies, but 
know that they are to be parents; strong, influential, and godly leaders in the home. 

Notice that she also “constrained” the Apostle Paul. Paul was a “type A” guy, he was driven, but 
he yielded to the influence of this godly lady. 
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Lydia reminds me of the Shunemite woman from 2 Kings 4 that noticed that Elisha and his 
servant, Gehazi, were frequently passing by her house. She talked her husband into making a 
room for them so that they could stop there and refresh themselves on their journey. She took 
the lead. 

These woman were certainly not doormats. They were godly, influential leaders in their 
community. 

Notice also that it appears that the church at Philippi started out meeting in Lydia’s house. 

Later, after the Apostle Paul was released from the jail at Philippi, he went back to Lydia’s house, 
because the brethren were there. It appears that the church was gathered together in Lydia’s 
house. 

"And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen 
the brethren, they comforted them, and departed." (Acts 16:40) 

In the Book of Revelation, there is a letter written to a church in Thyatira, which is the city 
where Lydia was from. However, it is believed that Thyatira was reached after Philippi received 
the gospel, which means that it is at least possible that Lydia brought the gospel back to 
Thyatira with her. 

John Phillips has an interesting speculation regarding the founding of the Church at Thyatira: 

It is within the bounds of possibility that the church at Thyatira was founded through the 
testimony of a woman. Paul’s first convert in Europe was a woman from Asia Minor, from 
Thyatira (Acts 16:14–15). Could it be that after her conversion she hurried home to 
Thyatira with the great news? Or did she perhaps make converts of the dye salesmen 
who called on her? Or might she have written long letters home telling of the coming of 
Paul, of the demon-possessed girl, of the jailor, and of her own wholehearted conversion 
to Christ? We cannot say. But at least there is a possibility that the testimony of Lydia 
might have played a part in the founding of the church at Thyatira.1 

John Walvoord concurs with this position: 

As there is no record in Scripture of any evangelistic effort in the city of Thyatira, it may 
be that the gospel was first brought to Thyatira through the instrumentality of Lydia. Her 
role of a seller of purple indicates that she was a representative of the thriving trade in 
purple cloth originating in Thyatira.2 

Conclusion 

Illustrate – Susannah Wesley 

16 House Rules by Susannah Wesley 

																																																								
1 Phillips, J. (2009). Exploring Revelation: An Expository Commentary (Re 2:18–19). Kregel; WORDsearch Corp. 

2 Walvoord, J. F. (2008). The Revelation of Jesus Christ (p. 72). Galaxie Software. 
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Susannah Wesley was the mother of 19 children, including John and Charles Wesley. Through 
much adversity, she dedicated her life to instilling a sense of Christian Destiny into each of her 
children.  Her children went on to change the world. 

Here are 16 rules she laid down in her home. 

1. Eating between meals not allowed. 

2. As children they are to be in bed by 8 p.m. 

3. They are required to take medicine without complaining. 

4. Subdue self- will in a child, and those working together with God to save the child's soul. 

5. To teach a child to pray as soon as he can speak. 

6. Require all to be still during Family Worship. 

7. Give them nothing that they cry for, and only that when asked for politely. 

8. To prevent lying, punish no fault which is first confessed and repented of. 

9. Never allow a sinful act to go unpunished. 

10. Never punish a child twice for a single offense. 

11. Comment and reward good behavior. 

12. Any attempt to please, even if poorly performed, should be commended. 

13. Preserve property rights, even in smallest matters. 

14. Strictly observe all promises. 

15. Require no daughter to work before she can read well. 

16. Teach children to fear the rod.  

ON DISCIPLINE 

Susannah Wesley believed that for a child to grow into a self-disciplined adult, he/she must first 
be a parent-disciplined child. To her, the stubborn flesh was the hardest battle for Christians to 
fight, and Godly parents would do well to equip their children to overcome it early.  

She writes: 

When the will of a child is totally subdued, and it is brought to revere and stand in awe of the 
parents, then a great many childish follies may be passed by. I insist on the conquering of the 
will of children betimes, because this is the only strong and rational foundation of a religious 
education  when this is thoroughly done, then a child is capable of being governed by reason and 
piety. 

 

 


