
Sunday	Morning	Message	
June	25,	2017		
At	All	Seasons	
Text	–	Acts	20:17	-	38	
Congregational	Reading	–	Acts	20:17	-	21	

Introduction	

Read	the	text	again,	drawing	attention	to	verses	18	and	19;	look	ahead	to	v.	31.	

This	morning,	 we	will	 examine	 this	 passage	 of	 Scripture	 completely,	 pulling	 some	wonderful	
principles	from	the	text.	At	the	end,	however,	we	will	circle	back,	and	focus	on	that	phrase	–	“at	
all	seasons”,	and	talk	about	the	need	for	us	to	be	faithful	to	the	Lord	at	all	seasons,	even	in	the	
summertime.	***	

The	context	of	Acts	20	is	the	conclusion	of	Paul’s	third	missionary	journey.	The	bulk	of	his	time	
spent	on	this	trip	was	spent	in	Ephesus.	He	ministered	there	very	faithfully	and	very	successfully	
for	 three	 years	 and	 a	 great	 church	 was	 established.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 his	 ministry	 there,	 Paul	
travelled	to	some	of	 the	other	churches	 in	Asia	Minor	and	Greece	that	he	had	ministered	to,	
but	 on	 his	 way	 back	 to	 Jerusalem,	 he	 wants	 to	meet	 one	more	 time	with	 a	 few	 of	 the	 key	
leaders	in	Ephesus.	He	calls	for	them	to	meet	with	him	on	an	island	not	too	far	off	of	their	coast.	

	



[Slowly	 read	 and	 comment	 upon	 Acts	 20:17	 –	 38	 –	 Refer	 to	 notes	 from	 073113	 –	 Acts	 20	
Conclusion	of	Third	Journey]	

IV	 Paul	Reaches	Out	to	the	Leaders	from	Ephesus	(vs	17	–	38)	

	 A	 He	Addresses	Them	(vs.	17	–	27)	

Notice	something	very	important	in	this	passage:	

	 	Paul	calls	the	elders	 -	πρεσβύτερος	 (pres-bü'-te-ros),	which	literally	means	older,	

or	 more	 mature.	 In	 the	 church	 setting,	 these	 were	 spiritually	 mature	 men	 that	 were	
ordained:	

"And	when	they	had	ordained	them	elders	in	every	church,	and	had	prayed	with	fasting,	
they	commended	them	to	the	Lord,	on	whom	they	believed."	(Acts	14:23)	

	 Later	 in	 v.	 28	 he	 uses	 the	 word	 “flock”,	 which	 indicates	 that	 these	 men	 were	
pastors,	or	shepherds	–	again	in	a	spiritual	sense.	

The	 word	 “overseers”	 in	 v.	 28	 is	 ἐπίσκοπος	 (e-pē'-sko-pos).	 This	 word	 is	 translated	

“bishop”	in	most	places	where	it	is	used.	Bishop	means	overseer.	

Here	 in	 this	 passage,	 the	 words,	 “elder,	 pastor,	 shepherd,	 and	 bishop	 are	 all	 used	
interchangeably	referring	to	the	same	people.		

Peter	speaks	about	this	in	1	Peter	5:1	–	4:	

"The	elders	which	are	among	you	I	exhort,	who	am	also	an	elder,	and	a	witness	of	the	
sufferings	of	Christ,	and	also	a	partaker	of	the	glory	that	shall	be	revealed:	Feed	the	flock	
of	God	which	is	among	you,	taking	the	oversight	thereof,	not	by	constraint,	but	willingly;	
not	for	filthy	lucre,	but	of	a	ready	mind;	Neither	as	being	lords	over	God's	heritage,	but	

being	ensamples	to	the	flock.	And	when	the	chief	Shepherd	shall	appear,	ye	shall	receive	a	
crown	of	glory	that	fadeth	not	away."	(1	Peter	5:1-4)	

1 Paul	reminds	them	of	their	past	together.	(vs.	18	–	21)	

He	was	faithful	to	his	calling	–	“at	all	seasons”	(v.	18)	

"Preach	the	word;	be	instant	in	season,	out	of	season;	reprove,	rebuke,	exhort	with	all	
longsuffering	and	doctrine."	(2	Timothy	4:2)	

He	served	them.	(v.	19)	

He	sacrificed	for	them.	Vs.	19	–	20)	

He	did	not	hold	back	anything	that	they	needed.	(v.	20)	

He	taught	them	the	gospel.	(v.	21)	



He	taught	them	all	the	counsel	of	God.	(vs.	26	–	27)	

2 Paul	forewarns	them	of	his	future.	(vs.	22	–	25)	

Paul	was	not	sure	exactly	what	the	future	held	for	him,	but	he	definitely	knew	that	bad	
things	 were	 awaiting	 him	 in	 Jerusalem.	 I	 personally	 do	 not	 believe	 Paul	 should	 go	 to	
Jerusalem,	and	we	will	discuss	that	when	we	get	the	next	chapter,	but	for	now,	consider	
Paul’s	statement	in	v.	24:	

"But	none	of	these	things	move	me,	neither	count	I	my	life	dear	unto	myself,	so	that	I	
might	finish	my	course	with	joy,	and	the	ministry,	which	I	have	received	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	

to	testify	the	gospel	of	the	grace	of	God."	(Acts	20:24)	

Paul	was	saying	that	nothing	in	this	world	could	veer	him	off	of	his	course	of	preaching	
the	gospel.	

He	said	that	nothing	could	move	him.	

What	moves	people	away	from	fulfilling	the	will	of	God	in	their	life?	

	 The	Fear	of	Persecution	–	hardship	–	sickness	–	etc.	

	 The	Pursuit	of	Pleasures	–	this	has	been	far	more	effective	in	the	days	that	we	live	
in.	This	includes	possessions,	drunkenness,	greed,	laziness.	

	 B	 He	Admonishes	Them	(vs.	28	–	31)	

	 	 1	 Feed	the	Church	(v.	28)	

Notice	very	careful	who	owns	the	church,	and	how	he	paid	for	it.	He	purchased	you	and	I	
as	individuals	as	well:	

"What?	know	ye	not	that	your	body	is	the	temple	of	the	Holy	Ghost	which	is	in	you,	
which	ye	have	of	God,	and	ye	are	not	your	own?	For	ye	are	bought	with	a	price:	therefore	

glorify	God	in	your	body,	and	in	your	spirit,	which	are	God's."	(1	Corinthians	6:19-20)	

We	feed	the	church	through	the	preaching	and	teaching	of	sound	doctrine.	In	order	for	
the	 elders/pastors/bishops	 to	 preach	 sound	 doctrine,	 they	 must	 first	 learn	 sound	
doctrine.	Preachers	and	teachers	of	the	Word	of	God	must	continuously	be	students	of	
the	Bible:	

"Study	to	shew	thyself	approved	unto	God,	a	workman	that	needeth	not	to	be	ashamed,	
rightly	dividing	the	word	of	truth."	(2	Timothy	2:15)	

	 	 2	 To	Protect	the	Church		

	 	 	 a	 from	those	without	



	 	 	 b	 from	those	within	

The	 church	 is	 protected	 primarily	 the	 same	 way	 it	 is	 fed,	 through	 sound	 doctrine.	
However,	 there	 will	 be	 times	 when	 disciplinary	 measures	 must	 be	 taken	 in	 order	 to	
protect	the	flock.	

Illustrate	 –	man	who	was	 coming	 to	 our	 church	 years	 ago	 that	 an	 older,	 wiser	 pastor	
counseled	me	to	ask	to	leave.	

3 To	love	the	church	of	God	(v.	31	–	with	tears)	

Paul’s	example	for	three	years	showed	the	elders	of	the	church	at	Ephesus	how	to	love	
God’s	people.		

	 C	 He	Appeals	to	God	for	Them	(vs.	32	–	38)	

In	verse	32,	Paul	said:	

“And	now,	brethren,	I	commend	you	to	God,	and	to	the	word	of	his	grace,”	

He	was	 telling	 these	 people	 that	 he	was	 the	 pastor	 of	 for	 over	 three	 years,	 that	 I	 am	
giving	you	to	God,	or	I	am	placing	you	in	the	hands	of	God;	and	to	God’s	word.	

Note	–	a	pastor	can	only	do	so	much.	A	teacher	can	only	do	so	much.	There	comes	a	time	
when	we	must	acknowledge	that	the	people	we	care	for	and	minister	to	do	not	belong	to	
us,	they	belong	to	God.	

Vs.	 33	 –	 35	 show	 us	 that	 Paul	 worked	 for	 his	 needs	 (with	 Priscilla	 and	 Aquila	 as	 a	
tentmaker)	 while	 he	 was	 at	 Ephesus.	 He	 took	 nothing	 from	 them,	 and	 he	 gave	 them	
everything.	Now,	he	was	encouraging	them	to	do	the	same.	

Finally,	Paul	prays	for	them,	and	says	good-bye.	

Concluding	Thoughts	

Now	that	we	have	carefully	considered	the	text	in	its	context,	I	want	to	draw	attention	to	one	
particular	 thought	 from	the	passage,	a	make	an	application	that	will	be	particularly	helpful	as	
we	enter	into	the	summer	months.	

Notice	again	vs.	18	&	19	–	“at	all	seasons”	

Notice	also	v.	31	–	“I	ceased	not”	

Paul	was	consistent.	I	get	the	idea	that	Paul	did	not	take	the	summer	off	from	serving	God,	and	
neither	should	we.	

Consider	these	other	verses.	

Jesus	had	a	custom	(a	habit	or	practice)	of	going	to	the	synagogue	every	Saturday.	



"And	he	came	to	Nazareth,	where	he	had	been	brought	up:	and,	as	his	custom	was,	he	went	into	
the	synagogue	on	the	sabbath	day,	and	stood	up	for	to	read."	(Luke	4:16)	

Daniel	was	consistent	in	his	devotion	to	the	Lord:	

"Now	when	Daniel	knew	that	the	writing	was	signed,	he	went	into	his	house;	and	his	windows	
being	open	in	his	chamber	toward	Jerusalem,	he	kneeled	upon	his	knees	three	times	a	day,	and	

prayed,	and	gave	thanks	before	his	God,	as	he	did	aforetime."	(Daniel	6:10)	

David	prayed	three	times	per	day,	even	when	he	was	busy	fighting	a	war:	

"Evening,	and	morning,	and	at	noon,	will	I	pray,	and	cry	aloud:	and	he	shall	hear	my	voice."	
(Psalm	55:17)	

Practical	Suggestions	

1 Develop	a	summer	schedule	that	will	allow	you	to	continue	to	grow	spiritually.	

In	the	summer,	many	of	our	schedules	change,	and	unfortunately	our	spiritual	 life	suffers	and	
the	cause	of	Christ	 is	negatively	impacted	because	of	all	of	the	extra	activities	going	on	in	our	
lives.	

	 Maintain	your	walk	with	the	Lord	–	Bible	reading	and	prayer	

	 Don’t	miss	church	–	be	faithful	 in	the	summertime.	(Illustrate	–	OCBC	–	cancelled	all	of	
their	 kid’s	 programs	 in	 the	 summer;	 many	 churches	 eliminate	 Sunday	 School	 and	mid-week	
services	in	the	summer)	

	 Take	some	time	to	read	books	besides	the	Bible.	

2 If	you	go	on	vacation,	go	to	church	(It	will	not	only	be	a	blessing	to	you,	but	you	will	be	
a	blessing	to	the	pastor	and	church	that	you	visit.)	

3 Look	for	different	opportunities	to	evangelize	in	the	summer.	(You	will	meet	different	
people	in	the	summer	months	–	on	vacation,	at	the	pool,	at	the	beach,	at	the	different	
activities	you	bring	your	children	to)	

4 Take	advantage	of	special	opportunities	for	growth	–	(VBS,	Northeast	Vision	Summit,	
Tent	Meetings,	Revivals,	Camps	for	the	kids)	

5 Spend	some	special	time	with	your	family	and	friends	–	make	memories	

The	 summer	 should	not	be	a	 vacation	 from	 the	Lord.	 It	 can	and	 should	be	a	 special	 time	 for	
family	fun	and	spiritual	growth.	But,	you	must	be	proactive.	You	must	determine,	and	schedule	
how	you	are	going	to	make	the	most	of	your	summer.	

Paul’s	 “at	 all	 seasons”	 included	 the	 summer	 months.	 Your	 summer	 months	 should	 be	 a	
wonderfully	enjoyable,	yet	productive	and	fruitful	time	with	your	family	and	the	Lord.	


