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Introduction  

As I was reading this week from this very familiar passage of Scripture, I got to thinking about 
that tiny verse, John 11:35 – “Jesus wept.” I submit to you that though this verse is the shortest 
in the Bible when it comes to length, it is very long in truth; for this verse opens up a very 
important window into the heart of God. This verse and the story that surrounds it demonstrate 
that our God is a God of compassion. He deeply loves His children. He is not the mean tyrant 
that some religions make Him out to be.  

Transition – This morning, we are going to look at three passages of Scripture where we see our 
Saviour moved to tears; and in these three passages we will see what it is that causes our 
Saviour to weep? 

What Makes God Weep? - What Causes Our Saviour to Cry? 

I The Suffering of the Saints (John 11:1 – 44) 

Notice that Jesus is not weeping here because of the death of Lazarus. He knew what He was 
about to do. He purposely delayed His arrival to Bethany so that He would not be there to heal 
Lazarus before He died. He wanted to use the death, burial, and resurrection of Lazarus to 
foreshadow His own death, burial, and resurrection. He ultimately wanted to prove to His 
children that He had the keys of Hell and death; that He had power over the grave. 

Lazarus death was ultimately going to glorify the Saviour. God was “using” Lazarus to glorify 
Him.  

God may have to allow us to go through some suffering so that He will be glorified; but 
understand that when He does that, He suffers along with you. It does not bring Him pleasure 
to see you in pain. 

Illustration – chorus to song “For My Good and For His Glory” 

It's for my good and for his glory, 

This trial's not the end of the story, 

There's a bigger picture God alone can see, 

It will take me through this sorrow 

For I know he holds tomorrow, 

And he assures me, it's for my good and for His Glory 

What Makes God Weep? - What Causes Our Saviour to Cry? 



II The Sheep Without A Shepherd (Matthew 9:35 – 38) 

"And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But 

when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36) 

Jesus wept when He saw the multitudes: 

 He saw the multitudes in cities and villages of Galilee when He was there; but He also 
through divine eyes saw all of the multitudes of that day, even those that were not within the 
reach of human eyes. But that is not all: He also saw all of the multitudes from every corner of 
the earth, and from every period of human history including the 7 Billion that are on the planet 
today. There are more multitudes today, and the vast majority of them are still without a 
shepherd.  

And God still weeps. 

So should we – They that sow in tears... (Psalm 126:5 & 6) 

Illustrate – General Booth – Salvation Army – Try Tears 

We can help ease His suffering with this one: 

“Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest." (Matthew 

9:37 – 38) 

We can pray for labourers. 

We can labour ourselves.  

"Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest." - (John 4:35) 

When we go into the fields – into the highways and hedges – into the streets and lanes of the 
city – sowing a little tears ourselves – people will get saved. And when people get saved it 
brings God great joy. 

"Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth." - (Luke 15:10) 

What Makes God Weep? - What Causes Our Saviour to Cry? 

III The Sin That Was Upon His Shoulders (Mark 12:32 – 36) 

"And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye 
here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore 
amazed, and to be very heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch. And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, 

if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are 
possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou 



wilt." - (Mark 14:32-36) 

"And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground." - (Luke 22:44) 

He said his hour was come. 

He was about to drink from the cup. 

The cup included:  

 The beating 

 The mocking 

 The false accusations 

 The rejection of the nation 

 The plucking out of His beard 

 The crucifixion 

 The betrayal of Judas 

 The denial of Peter 

But the worst ingredient in the cup was the sins of the world – your sins, and my sins – were 
placed squarely upon His shoulders. God the Father poured out His wrath – the judgment that 
you and I deserved and still deserve today – upon His own Son. I believe that when Jesus had 
your sin and mine upon Him, the Father had to turn His face from Jesus, causing Jesus to cry out, 
“my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

Your sin did that – my sin did that. 

When Jesus was praying in agony in the Garden – it was not the physical pain that He dreaded – 
it was your sin and my sin, and the consequences of that sin – that He dreaded – that caused 
Him to weep. 

Our sin makes Jesus weep – let’s stop sinning. 

Many people are held in check by their fear of the judgment of God. But for me, it is the 
thought of God’s tears that does more to cause me to obey Him. “The love of Christ 
constraineth us.” 

Illustrate – The reverse is also true – God is very pleased, very happy, when His children are 
doing right, when they are living their lives in submission to His will. The Apostle John stated: 

"I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth." (3 John 1:4) 

Conclusion – Let’s make God happy – let’s bring Him joy. With all of the sin and sorrow that’s 
out there in the world, let’s not us cause Him any more tears. 

Illustration – Erica and Suzie at Willow Valley – “I am very disappointed in you” 


