
Sunday	Morning	Message	
July	31,	2016	
Looking	unto	Jesus	and	His	Commission	to	Reach	a	Lost	and	Dying	World	
Topic	–	The	Great	Commission	
Text	–	Matthew	28:18	-	20	
Congregational	Reading	–	Matthew	28:18	-	20	
Our	theme	for	the	year	is	Looking	unto	Jesus	

Our	theme	verses	are	Hebrews	12:1	–	2	

"Wherefore	seeing	we	also	are	compassed	about	with	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	lay	
aside	every	weight,	and	the	sin	which	doth	so	easily	beset	us,	and	let	us	run	with	patience	the	

race	that	is	set	before	us,	Looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith;	who	for	the	joy	
that	was	set	before	him	endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	is	set	down	at	the	right	

hand	of	the	throne	of	God."	(Hebrews	12:1-2)	

This	year,	we	will	be	preaching	messages	from	the	4	gospel	accounts	in	the	New	Testament	and	
we	will	be	closely	examining	the	life	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	while	He	walked	the	earth,	learning	
the	principles	that	He	teaches	us,	specifically	looking	for	ways	to	apply	His	life	to	our	own.	

Introduction	

The	Great	Commission	is	found	in	all	four	of	the	gospels	as	well	as	in	the	Book	of	Acts,	and	is	an	
underlying	theme	throughout	the	entire	New	Testament:	

"And	Jesus	came	and	spake	unto	them,	saying,	All	power	is	given	unto	me	in	heaven	and	in	earth.	
Go	ye	therefore,	and	teach	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	of	the	Son,	
and	of	the	Holy	Ghost:	Teaching	them	to	observe	all	things	whatsoever	I	have	commanded	you:	
and,	lo,	I	am	with	you	alway,	even	unto	the	end	of	the	world.	Amen."	-	(Matthew	28:18-20)	

"And	this	gospel	of	the	kingdom	shall	be	preached	in	all	the	world	for	a	witness	unto	all	nations;	
and	then	shall	the	end	come."	-	(Matthew	24:14)	

"But	when	he	saw	the	multitudes,	he	was	moved	with	compassion	on	them,	because	they	
fainted,	and	were	scattered	abroad,	as	sheep	having	no	shepherd.	Then	saith	he	unto	his	

disciples,	The	harvest	truly	is	plenteous,	but	the	labourers	are	few;	Pray	ye	therefore	the	Lord	of	
the	harvest,	that	he	will	send	forth	labourers	into	his	harvest."	(Matthew	9:36-38)	

"And	he	said	unto	them,	Go	ye	into	all	the	world,	and	preach	the	gospel	to	every	creature."	-	
(Mark	16:15)	

"And	that	repentance	and	remission	of	sins	should	be	preached	in	his	name	among	all	nations,	
beginning	at	Jerusalem.	And	ye	are	witnesses	of	these	things.	And,	behold,	I	send	the	promise	of	



my	Father	upon	you:	but	tarry	ye	in	the	city	of	Jerusalem,	until	ye	be	endued	with	power	from	on	
high."	-	(Luke	24:47-49)	

"For	God	so	loved	the	world,	that	he	gave	his	only	begotten	Son,	that	whosoever	believeth	in	him	
should	not	perish,	but	have	everlasting	life."	-	(John	3:16)	

"Then	said	Jesus	to	them	again,	Peace	be	unto	you:	as	my	Father	hath	sent	me,	even	so	send	I	
you."	(John	20:21)	

"But	ye	shall	receive	power,	after	that	the	Holy	Ghost	is	come	upon	you:	and	ye	shall	be	
witnesses	unto	me	both	in	Jerusalem,	and	in	all	Judaea,	and	in	Samaria,	and	unto	the	uttermost	

part	of	the	earth."	-	(Acts	1:8)	

The	Great	Commission	is	God’s	plan	for	reaching	a	lost	and	dying	world	with	the	gospel	of	the	
Lord	Jesus	Christ.	Without	the	gospel,	 there	 is	no	hope	of	salvation.	The	Great	Commission	 is	
the	vehicle	that	God	uses	to	bring	the	gospel	to	the	entire	world.	

The	Great	Commission	is	not	 just	for	the	church	as	a	corporate	body,	 it	 is	 for	every	 individual	
member	within	the	church.	Everybody	who	is	saved	is	commissioned	to	do	their	part	to	reach	
the	world	with	the	gospel.	Reaching	the	world	does	not	mean	saving	the	world.	Only	Jesus	can	
save.	It	is	our	job	to	communicate	to	the	world	the	Truth	that	the	world	needs	in	order	for	them	
to	be	saved.	What	they	do	with	that	Truth	is	up	to	them.	It	is	not	your	job	to	save	your	family	
members,	 friends,	neighbors,	and	co-workers;	but,	 it	 is	your	 job	to	communicate	to	them	the	
good	news	of	the	gospel	–	the	death,	burial,	and	resurrection	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	so	that	
they	can	be	saved	if	they	choose	to	be.	

A	study	of	the	Book	of	Acts	will	reveal	that	the	gospel	quickly	spread	and	multiplied	beginning	
at	 Jerusalem	where	 it	 started,	 and	within	 a	 few	 decades	 had	 spread	 throughout	 Judaea	 and	
Samaria,	eventually	 into	Syria,	and	then	 into	Asia	Minor	and	Europe.	The	early	churches	were	
very	committed	to	fulfilling	God’s	Great	Commission.	

This	morning,	we	will	examine	what	this	church	can	do	corporately,	and,	more	specifically,	what	
you	can	do	as	an	individual	within	the	church	to	help	spread	the	gospel	here	in	our	community	
and	also	around	the	globe.	

I	 You	Can	Be	a	Personal	Soul	Winner	Here	in	Your	Jerusalem	

We	are	responsible	 to	reach	the	world,	but	our	primary	and	personal	area	of	 responsibility	 is	
the	geographic	area	where	we	live	and	work.	You	and	I	will	have	to	give	an	account	someday	for	
our	faithfulness	in	communicating	the	gospel	to	the	people	that	we	come	in	contact	with	in	our	
communities.	

1 Learn	how	to	share	your	faith	



2 Make	a	prayer	 list	of	all	of	the	 individuals	that	you	communicate	with	regularly	–	
extended	family	members,	neighbors,	co-workers,	friends.		

	 	 Faithfully	pray	for	their	salvation.	

	 	 Specifically	pray	for	opportunities	to	witness	to	them.	

	 3	 Give	them	each	a	gospel	tract	and	a	Done	book.	

Illustrate	–	Miss	Dot	takes	the	gospel	to	her	street	at	least	once	every	year.	

	 4	 Look	for	opportunities	to	be	a	blessing	to	them.		

Illustrate	–	My	cousin	Ray	had	a	co-worker	who	is	a	Christian.	He	witnessed	to	him	several	times,	
but	he	also	attended	funerals,	and	he	was	there	for	Ray’s	family	when	a	need	arose.	

	 5	 Invite	them	to	church	–	take	advantage	of	special	days.	

You	 need	 to	 consider	 yourself	 a	missionary	 to	 the	 people	 in	 your	 life.	 You	may	 be	 the	 only	
Christian	that	they	come	in	contact	with	on	a	regular	basis.	

	 6	 Participate	 in	 the	 soul	 winning	 outreaches	 of	 the	 church.	 (i.e.	 bus	 blitz	 this	
Saturday)	

	 7	 Support	your	local	church	financially.	The	tithe	helps	to	keep	this	church	and	all	of	
its	soul-winning	outreaches	going.	

	 8	 Live	a	life	that	is	consistent	with	your	message.	

You	are	God’s	ambassador	to	your	family;	to	your	neighborhood;	to	your	workplace.	

"Therefore	if	any	man	be	in	Christ,	he	is	a	new	creature:	old	things	are	passed	away;	behold,	all	
things	are	become	new.	And	all	things	are	of	God,	who	hath	reconciled	us	to	himself	by	Jesus	
Christ,	and	hath	given	to	us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation;	To	wit,	that	God	was	in	Christ,	
reconciling	the	world	unto	himself,	not	imputing	their	trespasses	unto	them;	and	hath	

committed	unto	us	the	word	of	reconciliation.	Now	then	we	are	ambassadors	for	Christ,	as	
though	God	did	beseech	you	by	us:	we	pray	you	in	Christ's	stead,	be	ye	reconciled	to	God.	For	he	
hath	made	him	to	be	sin	for	us,	who	knew	no	sin;	that	we	might	be	made	the	righteousness	of	

God	in	him."	(2	Corinthians	5:17-21)	

II	 You	Can	Participate	in	Worldwide	Missions	By	Supporting	Our	Missions	Program	

1 Pray	for	our	Missionaries	

"Finally,	brethren,	pray	for	us,	that	the	word	of	the	Lord	may	have	free	course,	and	be	glorified,	
even	as	it	is	with	you:"	-	(2	Thessalonians	3:1)	

"Continue	in	prayer,	and	watch	in	the	same	with	thanksgiving;	Withal	praying	also	for	us,	that	



God	would	open	unto	us	a	door	of	utterance,	to	speak	the	mystery	of	Christ,	for	which	I	am	also	
in	bonds:	That	I	may	make	it	manifest,	as	I	ought	to	speak."	-	(Colossians	4:2-4)	

Last	night	I	took	a	journey	
To	a	land	far	'cross	the	seas;	
I	didn't	go	by	boat	or	plane,	

I	trusted	on	my	knees.	
I	saw	so	many	people	there	
In	deepest	depths	of	sin,	

And	Jesus	told	me	I	should	go	
That	there	were	souls	to	win.	
But	I	said,	"Jesus,	I	can't	go	

And	work	with	such	as	these."	
He	answered	quickly,	"Yes,	you	can	

By	traveling	on	your	knees."	
He	said,	"You	pray;	I'll	meet	the	need,	

You	call	and	I	will	hear;	
Be	concerned	about	lost	souls,	
Of	those	both	far	and	near."	

And	so	I	tried	it,	knelt	in	prayer,	
Gave	up	some	hours	of	ease;	
I	felt	the	Lord	right	by	my	side	
While	traveling	on	my	knees.	

As	I	prayed	on	and	saw	souls	saved	
And	twisted	bodies	healed,	

And	saw	God's	workers'	strength	renewed	
While	laboring	on	the	filed.	
I	said,	"Yes,	Lord,	I	have	a	job	
My	desire	Thy	will	to	please;	
I	can	go	and	heed	Thy	call	
By	traveling	on	my	knees."	

Sandra	Goodwin.	

2 Provide	for	Our	Missionaries	

Our	church	uses	a	system	known	as	Faith	Promise.	Every	year	at	our	Missions	Conference,	we	
ask	our	members	 to	pray	 about	 and	make	 a	 financial	 commitment	 to	our	Missions	 Program.	
This	money	 is	 not	 used	 for	 anything	 but	 supporting	 church	 planting	missionaries	 here	 in	 the	
States	 and	 throughout	 the	 world.	 Many	 of	 you	 made	 a	 commitment	 to	 give	 to	 our	 Faith	
Promise	 program.	 Be	 faithful	 to	 give	what	 you	 committed	 to	 give.	 By	 giving	 to	 our	missions	
program	you	 take	part	 in	 the	 reward	 for	 every	 soul	 that	 is	 reached	 through	 the	missionaries	
that	we	help	to	support.	



Illustration	

Dr.	E.	Myers	Harrison	was	a	great	servant	of	God	and	a	great	missionary	statesman.	He	said	that	
each	of	us	as	Christians	must	hear	what	God	has	to	say.	There	is	the	command	from	above:	"Go	
ye	 into	all	 the	world,	and	preach	the	gospel	to	every	creature"	(Mark	16:15).	Have	you	heard	
that?	

I've	heard	people	say,	"But	God	wants	our	church	to	be	different.	We're	not	supposed	to	have	a	
missionary	program."	I	don't	believe	that.	I	believe	the	command	from	above	is	given	to	every	
Christian	and	 to	every	assembly	 that	God	has	 raised	up.	Then	 there	 is	 the	 cry	 from	beneath.	
Remember	the	rich	man	who	died	and	woke	up	in	hell	and	begged	for	someone	to	go	and	tell	
his	brothers?	(see	Luke	16).	"I	pray	thee,	therefore,	father,	that	thou	wouldest	send	him	to	my	
father's	house	(for	I	have	five	brethren),	that	he	may	testify	unto	them,	lest	they	also	come	into	
this	place	of	 torment"	 (vv.	27,28).	There	 is	 the	cry	 from	beneath.	 If	 you	and	 I	 could	hear	 the	
cries	of	people	 in	a	 lost	eternity	right	now,	we'd	realize	how	important	 it	 is	to	get	the	Gospel	
out.	There's	the	command	from	above.	Have	you	heard	it?	There's	the	cry	from	beneath.	Have	
you	heard	it?	

Then,	according	to	Dr.	Harrison,	there	is	the	call	from	without.	Acts	16:9	says,	"Come	over	into	
Macedonia,	 and	 help	 us."	 People	 around	 us	 are	 saying,	 "Please	 come	 to	 help	 us!"	 So	much	
money,	time	and	energy	 is	being	spent	on	routine	church	matters	 in	America	when	there	 is	a	
whole	world	to	reach	for	Christ!	We	face	so	many	open	doors!		

W.	Wiersbe,	Something	Happens	When	Churches	Pray,	pp.102-3.	

Conclusion	

Someday,	 you	and	 I	 are	 going	 to	 stand	before	 the	 Lord	and	we	are	 going	 to	have	 to	 give	 an	
account	with	what	has	been	entrusted	to	us.	Faithful	people	cared	enough	about	us	 to	make	
sure	we	 received	 the	gospel	message.	You	and	 I	 are	going	 to	Heaven	not	 just	because	Christ	
died	 for	 us,	 but	 also	 because	 somebody	 came	 and	 gave	 us	 that	 gospel	 message.	 You	 have	
received	 the	 free	 gift	 of	 eternal	 life,	 and	 now	 God	 commissions	 you	 to	 give	 that	 same	
opportunity	 to	others.	Will	 you	be	 faithful.	Will	 you	 share	Christ	with	 your	neighbors	here	 in	
Atlantic	 County?	 And,	 will	 you	 give	 so	 that	 our	 missionaries	 can	 share	 the	 gospel	 with	 our	
neighbors	across	the	globe?	

	

	

	


