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Sunday Morning Message 
September 23, 2018 
Arguing With the Will of God 
Topic – Moving Away from the Will of God 
Text – Acts 21:27 - 36  
Congregational Reading – Acts 21:27 - 30 

Introduction 

Last Sunday morning, we preached a message from the Old Testament from the life of Abraham 
where we contended that, at least temporarily, Abraham was drawn off course. He travelled 
out of the will of God for a season, which cost him some time, and caused him some pain.  

This morning, we are going to drive this principle home a little further; this time using an 
example from a great New Testament saint – The Apostle Paul. 

It is important for us to keep in mind that even the greatest of men in the Bible, were just “men 
at best.” They all had their flaws and weaknesses. My purpose is not to bash the great men or 
women of the Bible, but rather to prove that human nature is human nature. Paul had the same 
temptations in the flesh that we do; and, Paul was capable of straying, at times, away from the 
will of God; just as Abraham had done in our message from last Sunday.  

"For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the 

evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin 
that dwelleth in me." (Romans 7:18-20) 

This morning, we are going to look at the events surrounding the arrest of the Apostle Paul in 
Jerusalem. 

Read Acts 21:27 – 36 (Note – v. 29 reveals the actual charge against Paul) 

After Paul’s arrest at Jerusalem, a chain of events takes place, which will consume about five 
years of Paul’s life. It is important to note that during this time, Paul continued to serve the Lord, 
but perhaps, he could have done more with his freedom, than he was able to do being a 
prisoner. 

Series of Events Following His Arrest 

1. In Acts 22, Claudius Lysias protects Paul from the religious mob in Jerusalem. 

2. In Acts 23, a plot is revealed where it is learned that many Jews have taken an oath 
to kill Paul. 

3. The chief captain then has to get Paul out of Jerusalem and sends him to Caesarea 
for his own protection. 
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4. Paul remains in Caesarea for a couple of years, where he is able to present his 
defense before Governor Felix (Acts 24:1-27), and then before Governor Festus 
and King Agrippa (Acts 25:1-12). 

5. Paul appeals to have his case heard before Caesar, which was his right as a Roman 
citizen. 

6. Paul takes the long journey to Rome by ship, and after enduring several weeks of 
terrible seas, his group is shipwrecked on the Isle of Melita. 

7. In Acts 28, he finally arrives in Rome. 

8. Though the Bible does not give us the final story, it is believed that Paul waited 
there in Rome for two years under house arrest, and was finally released because 
his accusers from Jerusalem never showed up to present their charges against him 
in front of Caesar. 

Paul endured a lot of hardship and lost a great deal of time because of being arrested at 
Jerusalem. But, did it have to happen? Was it God’s will for Paul to be arrested at Jerusalem and 
spend at least five years of his life incarcerated? I don’t think so. 

Why was Paul arrested?  

I Because of His Passion 

Paul had a passion for the people of Israel. He wanted to reach them more than anything else. 

"I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That 
I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were 

accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: Who are Israelites; to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and 

the service of God, and the promises; Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen." (Romans 9:1-5) 

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. (Romans 
10:1) 

Perhaps, more than anything else in life, Paul wanted to see his people come to Christ. 

III Because of His Principle (Acts 7:54 – 8:3) 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
(Galatians 6:7) 

Paul was the greatest persecutor of Christians before he himself became a Christian. He 
authorized the death of Stephen, and perhaps many others. He put a lot of Christians in jail, and 
inflicted much physical pain. He caused a great deal of financial hardship to the saints at 
Jerusalem. He was now reaping much of the same affliction that he sowed.  

III Because of His Persistence 
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Paul was determined to go to Jerusalem: 

"After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through 
Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see 

Rome." (Acts 19:21) 

"For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he 
hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost." (Acts 20:16) 

However, was it God’s will for Paul to go there? It is my contention that it was not. 

Consider the followings warnings that Paul received about the consequences of going to 
Jerusalem: 

1 Warned by his History (Acts 20:22 & 23) 

2 Warned by Disciples of Tyre (Acts 21:1 - 4) 

3 Warned by Agabus (Acts 21:5 – 14) 

4 Warned by the Lord (Acts 22:17 – 22) 

Notice here that Paul is actually arguing with the Lord directly. 

Conclusion 

I believe the Lord warned Paul to stay away from Jerusalem, and that Paul was disobedient to 
the Lord. Paul was convinced that he knew better than the Lord did. He stubbornly refused to 
yield to God’s will. Do you ever do that?  

Do you ever want to do something so badly, that you fail to hear and heed the warnings that 
God is giving you. Even if the thing that you want to do is “a good thing,” it becomes a bad thing 
if it is not God’s will for you. 

We need to be very careful. There are a lot of voices inside of our head telling us what we 
should and should not do. But the only voice that we should be listening to and following is the 
voice of God.  

Is it the will of God? 

Have you consulted the Scriptures? 

Have you prayed fervently about it? 

Have you sought counsel? 

Have you waited on God for an answer and clear direction? 

By the way, I think it is safe to say that we have all been guilty of violating God’s will in the past. 
Be of good cheer, the Lord does not write us off. Immediately after Paul was arrested, the Lord 
appeared to him, and He didn’t beat him up for not listening. He encouraged him: 

"And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome." (Acts 23:11) 
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