
Sunday	Morning	Message	
October	10,	2017	
The	Explanation	of	Faith	 	 	 	
Text	for	Today’s	Message	–	Hebrews	1:1	–	6	
Congregational	Reading	–	Hebrews	1:1	–	6	

Introduction	

Illustration	-	The	Rich	Employer	

Peter	Eldersveld	tells	of	a	rich	Christian	who	had	a	 large	company	of	employees,	and	many	of	
them	owed	him	money.	He	was	constantly	trying	to	teach	them	something	about	Christianity,	
and	one	day	he	hit	upon	a	plan.	He	posted	a	notice	for	his	employees	to	see	that	said,	"All	those	
who	will	come	to	my	office	between	eleven	and	twelve	o'clock	on	Thursday	morning	to	present	
an	 honest	 statement	 of	 their	 debts	 will	 have	 them	 canceled	 at	 once."	 The	 debtors	 read	 the	
notice	with	a	great	deal	of	skepticism,	and	on	Thursday	morning,	although	they	gathered	in	the	
street	 in	 front	 of	 his	 office,	 not	 one	 of	 them	 went	 to	 the	 door.	 Instead	 they	 gossiped	 and	
complained	 about	 their	 employer,	 and	 ridiculed	 the	notice	 he	had	posted.	 They	 said	 it	 didn't	
make	sense.	

But	 finally,	 at	 11:45,	 one	 man	 jumped	 forward,	 dashed	 up	 the	 steps	 into	 the	 office,	 and	
presented	his	statement.	"Why	are	you	here?"	the	rich	man	asked	him.	"Because	you	promised	
to	cancel	the	debts	of	all	those	who	would	come	as	you	instructed,"	the	other	replied.	"And	do	
you	 believe	 the	 promise?"	 "Yes,	 I	 do."	 "Why	 do	 you	 believe	 it?"	 persisted	 the	 employer.	
"Because,	although	it	was	too	much	for	me	to	understand,	I	know	that	you	are	a	good	man	who	
would	not	deceive	anyone."	The	rich	man	took	the	bill	and	marked	it	"Paid	in	full,"	at	which	time	
the	poor	man,	overcome,	cried	out,	"I	knew	it!	I	told	them	so!	They	said	it	couldn't	be	true,	and	
now	I'm	going	out	to	show	them."	"Wait,"	said	his	benefactor,	"it's	not	quite	twelve	o'clock.	The	
others	are	not	entitled	to	any	special	proof	of	my	sincerity."	When	the	clock	struck	twelve,	the	
forgiven	debtor	ran	out	waving	his	receipt	in	the	face	of	his	fellows.	With	a	mad	rush	they	made	
for	the	door,	but	it	was	too	late.	The	door	was	locked.	

	“For	therein	is	the	righteousness	of	God	revealed	from	faith	to	faith:	as	it	is	written,	The	just	
shall	live	by	faith.”	(Romans	1:17)	

“I	am	crucified	with	Christ:	nevertheless	I	live;	yet	not	I,	but	Christ	liveth	in	me:	and	the	life	which	
I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	live	by	the	faith	of	the	Son	of	God,	who	loved	me,	and	gave	himself	for	

me.”		(Galatians	2:20)	

	

“But	that	no	man	is	justified	by	the	law	in	the	sight	of	God,	it	is	evident:	for,	The	just	shall	live	by	
faith.”		(Galatians	3:11)	



“Now	the	just	shall	live	by	faith:	but	if	any	man	draw	back,	my	soul	shall	have	no	pleasure	in	
him.”		(Hebrews	10:38)	

We	have	been	commanded	by	the	Lord	to	walk	by	faith;	live	by	faith;	endure	through	faith;	give	
by	faith;	serve	by	faith;	and	grow	our	faith.		We	were	saved	by	faith:	

“For	by	grace	are	ye	saved	through	faith;	and	that	not	of	yourselves:	it	is	the	gift	of	God:	Not	of	
works,	lest	any	man	should	boast.”		(Ephesians	2:8	-	9)	

If	we	are	going	to	accomplish	all	that	the	Lord	would	have	us	accomplish	in	this	generation,	we	
are	 going	 to	 have	 to	 not	 only	walk	 by	 faith,	 but	 our	 faith	 is	 going	 to	 have	 to	 grow.	God	has	
commanded	 this	 church	 to	 preach	 the	 gospel	 to	 every	 creature.	 We	 are	 not	 doing	 that	 as	
effectively	as	we	could,	but	by	faith	we	can	increase	our	effectiveness	and	our	outreach	so	that	
we	can	do	a	better	job.	But	our	faith	has	to	grow.	As	an	individual,	I	must	get	out	of	my	comfort	
zone.	I	must	leave	the	relative	comfort	of	the	boat	and	step	out	unto	the	water	with	the	Lord	
Jesus	so	that	I	can	be	all	that	the	Lord	intends	for	me.		And	so	must	you.	

How	is	your	faith	today?		Would	the	Lord	say	to	you	as	he	often	said	to	his	own	disciples	“Ye	of	
little	 faith”,	or	would	he	say	to	you	as	he	said	to	the	gentile	woman	who	sought	help	 for	her	
daughter,	“Great	is	thy	faith”.		How	is	your	faith	today?	

Wherever	your	faith	is	right	now,	God	wants	it	to	increase.	God	wants	you	to	draw	closer	to	him	
by	faith.	God	wants	you	to	do	greater	things	for	him	by	faith.		

Read	the	Text:	Hebrews	11:1-3;	6	

“Now	faith	is	the	substance	of	things	hoped	for,	the	evidence	of	things	not	seen.	For	by	it	the	
elders	obtained	a	good	report.	Through	faith	we	understand	that	the	worlds	were	framed	by	the	

word	of	God,	so	that	things	which	are	seen	were	not	made	of	things	which	do	appear.”		
(Hebrews	11:1-3)	

“But	without	faith	it	is	impossible	to	please	him:	for	he	that	cometh	to	God	must	believe	that	he	
is,	and	that	he	is	a	rewarder	of	them	that	diligently	seek	him.”	(Hebrews	11:6)	

Illustration	-	Faith	and	Reason	

An	old	writer	says,	"Faith	and	reason	may	be	compared	to	two	travelers:	Faith	is	 like	a	man	in	
full	health	who	can	walk	twenty	or	thirty	miles	at	a	time	without	suffering.	Reason	is	like	a	child,	
who	can	only	with	difficulty	accomplish	three	or	four	miles.	On	a	given	day	Reason	says	to	Faith,	
'O	good	Faith,	let	me	walk	with	thee.'	Faith	replies,	'O	Reason,	thou	canst	never	walk	with	me!'	
However,	to	try	their	paces,	they	set	out	together,	but	they	soon	find	it	hard	to	keep	company.	
When	they	come	to	a	deep	river,	Reason	says,	'I	can	never	ford	this,'	but	Faith	wades	through	it	
singing.	When	 they	 reach	 a	 lofty	mountain,	 there	 is	 the	 same	 exclamation	 of	 despair;	 and	 in	
such	cases,	Faith,	in	order	not	to	leave	Reason	behind,	is	obliged	to	carry	him	on	his	back;	and,	



oh,	 how	 dependent	 upon	 Faith	 is	 Reason!"	 Why	 has	 God	 made	 faith	 the	 indispensable	
ingredient	 in	man's	approach	to	Him?	 Is	 it	not	precisely	because	man's	 reason	can	go	only	so	
far?	 Where	 reason	 comes	 up	 against	 an	 insurmountable	 obstacle,	 faith	 soars	 above	 it	 and	
apprehends	God	and	heavenly	mysteries	by	this	divinely	given	faculty.	

Facts	About	Faith	

1 God	initiates	faith.	(John	6:44)		

"No	man	can	come	to	me,	except	the	Father	which	hath	sent	me	draw	him:	and	I	will	raise	him	
up	at	the	last	day."	(John	6:44)	

"And	I,	if	I	be	lifted	up	from	the	earth,	will	draw	all	men	unto	me."	(John	12:32)	

	 How	does	God	begin	to	draw	men:	

A	 Through	the	Word	of	God	

"So	then	faith	cometh	by	hearing,	and	hearing	by	the	word	of	God."	(Romans	10:17)	

B	 Through	the	Spirit	of	God	

C	 Through	the	Soul	Winner:	

"Then	the	Spirit	said	unto	Philip,	Go	near,	and	join	thyself	to	this	chariot.	And	Philip	ran	thither	to	
him,	and	heard	him	read	the	prophet	Esaias,	and	said,	Understandest	thou	what	thou	readest?	
And	he	said,	How	can	I,	except	some	man	should	guide	me?	And	he	desired	Philip	that	he	would	

come	up	and	sit	with	him."	(Acts	8:29-31)	

	 	 D	 Through	Creation		

"Because	that	which	may	be	known	of	God	is	manifest	in	them;	for	God	hath	shewed	it	unto	
them.	For	the	invisible	things	of	him	from	the	creation	of	the	world	are	clearly	seen,	being	

understood	by	the	things	that	are	made,	even	his	eternal	power	and	Godhead;	so	that	they	are	
without	excuse:"	(Romans	1:19-20)	

	 	 E	 Through	the	Law	of	God	written	in	their	hearts.	

"(For	not	the	hearers	of	the	law	are	just	before	God,	but	the	doers	of	the	law	shall	be	justified.	
For	when	the	Gentiles,	which	have	not	the	law,	do	by	nature	the	things	contained	in	the	law,	

these,	having	not	the	law,	are	a	law	unto	themselves:	Which	shew	the	work	of	the	law	written	in	
their	hearts,	their	conscience	also	bearing	witness,	and	their	thoughts	the	mean	while	accusing	

or	else	excusing	one	another;)"	(Romans	2:13-15)	

2	 Faith	saves.		

“For	by	grace	are	ye	saved	through	faith;	and	that	not	of	yourselves:	it	is	the	gift	of	God:	Not	of	
works,	lest	any	man	should	boast.”			(Ephesians	2:8	-	9)	



Illustration	-	Saving	Faith	

Phillips	 Brooks	 defined	 faith	 by	 saying,	 "Faith	means	 Forsaking	 All,	 I	 Take	Him."	 Saving	
faith	is	leaving	the	spot	where	we	are	now	standing	and	jumping	into	the	arms	of	Jesus	
with	 full	confidence	that	He	 is	able	to	bear	us	up.	 It	 is	 like	trying	to	swim.	Swimming	 is	
work	as	we	know.	Before	we	can	swim,	we	must	believe	that	the	water	is	able	to	bear	us	
up;	saving	faith	is	believing	on	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	first	and	then	swimming	in	the	great	
sea	of	His	love	and	everlasting	mercy.	This	is	a	faith	that	saves.	

	 Airplane	Illustration	

	 Tightrope	Illustration	

3	 Faith	comes	from	and	through	the	Word	of	God.	(Romans	10:8	–	17)	

4	 Faith	justifies	us	before	God.		

"Even	the	righteousness	of	God	which	is	by	faith	of	Jesus	Christ	unto	all	and	upon	all	them	that	
believe:	for	there	is	no	difference:"	(Romans	3:22)	

5	 Faith	can	and	must	be	increased.	(Luke	17:5	–	“Increase	our	faith”;	Matthew	9:24	–	“help	
thou	mine	unbelief”)	

6	 Faith	Pleases	God	(v.	6)	

Conclusion	

Illustration	-	A	Story	of	Faith	

Pete	had	become	 lost	 in	 the	desert	and	had	been	chasing	mirages.	He	 thought	 to	himself,	 I'll	
follow	this	 last	one.	 It	was	a	deserted	town	with	a	well	 in	the	very	center.	His	mouth	parched	
from	the	intense	heat,	he	ran	to	the	well	with	his	last	ounce	of	energy.	

He	vigorously	pumped	the	handle	only	to	find	that	no	water	came	forth.	Then,	he	looked	up	to	a	
note	nailed	 to	 the	post.	 It	 instructed	 its	 readers	 to	 "look	behind	 the	 rock	where	 a	 five-gallon	
container	of	water	will	be	found"	and	warned	against	drinking	or	using	 it	 for	anything	besides	
priming	 the	pump.	 Every	ounce	was	needed,	 and	not	 even	 a	 drop	 could	be	 spared,	 the	note	
emphasized.	

"After	 pouring	 the	water	 down	 the	pump,	 pump	 the	handle	 vigorously	 and	 all	 the	water	 you	
desire	will	come	forth,"	the	note	said.	One	last	instruction	was	to	please	fill	the	water	can	and	
place	it	behind	the	rock	for	the	next	weary	soul	who	might	happen	to	come	along.	

How	hard	it	 is	for	people	to	give	up	a	"sure	thing"	for	something	they	cannot	see	at	the	time.	
Pete	had	a	sure	 thing	 in	 the	bucket	of	water	and	yet	was	 instructed	to	pour	 it	 "all"	down	the	
pump.	


