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Sunday Morning Message 
October 21, 2018 
I Just Wanted You to Know for Sure 
Topics – Studying; Soulwinning; Luke 
Text – Luke 1:1 - 4 
Congregational Reading – Luke 1:1 - 4 

Introduction 

The purposes of this message is threefold: First, we are beginning a series of studies through 
the Gospel of Luke beginning this week on Wednesday evenings, and I would like to wet your 
appetites a little and pique your interest enough to get you to come back for our mid-week 
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting.  

Secondly, if you are following along with us on the Daily Bible Reading blog 
(pastorerickson.com), you will begin reading in Luke in just a few days. I often like to preach 
these Sunday morning from passages that we are dealing with in our Daily Bible reading. 

Third, the thought that we will develop this morning is very practical. Luke cared enough about 
one individual that he wrote an entire gospel account to him so that he would have the 
information that he needed in order to trust Christ as his Saviour. The Holy Spirit cared enough 
about all of us that He inspired these words that Luke penned, so that we would have the 
information that we need to make a decision about Christ. 

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." (Romans 10:17) 

Luke’s gospel is a very comprehensive account of the earthly life and ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and our study of it, not only this morning, but also on Wednesday evenings will prove to 
be very beneficial and strengthening to our faith, and also very practical in helping us live our 
lives. You and I need to study this awesome Book. 

Background information on Luke and Theophilus 

Though are purpose this morning is more devotional than scientific, we will discuss briefly, by 
way of introduction who Luke, the writer, was; and also who Luke was writing to. 

Luke was probably a gentile, but there are some that believe that he was Hellenistic Jew, which 
was a person who was Jewish by blood, but was reared in Gentile territory, outside of Judaea, 
and was thoroughly familiar with Greek language and culture.  

Luke was also a physician. Paul called him, “the beloved physician.” (Colossians 1:4) There are 
many medical references in his writings. He speaks of fevers (Luke 4:38), and a medical 
condition called “dropsy” (Luke 14:2). He mentions a “bloody flux” in Acts 28:8. He speaks of a 
woman having “an issue of blood” that was “stanched.” These are all medical terms. 

He accompanied Paul on parts of his journeys, and was with Paul when he was arrested in 
Jerusalem, and later detained in Caesarea, and he then accompanied Paul to Rome while he 
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awaited his appeal to Caesar. We see him as a participant in the Book of Acts, which he also 
penned, which records the history of the early church, up until Paul’s first imprisonment. It is 
believed that when Paul was detained at Caesarea for two years that Luke travelled back and 
forth to Jerusalem, interviewing many people who were eyewitnesses to the events 
surrounding the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

Luke was an extremely accurate historian. He uses the word, “certainty” in his communication 
with Theophilus. His purpose for writing his gospel was absolutely apologetic in nature. 
Apologetics deals in certainties. “Luke’s Gospel opens with the claim that it is based on careful 
research, and its stated purpose is to provide “certainty” about Christian teachings (Luke 1:1–
4).”1 Luke himself was not an eyewitness to the events that he recorded, but he was well 
acquainted with many eyewitnesses, especially Peter (5:3) and the women who followed Jesus 
from Galilee (8:2– 3).2 Luke also stated that he “had perfect understanding of all things from the 
very first”, meaning that he had full assurance that the facts that he was conveying was 
absolute truth. In other words, he was completely confident in the accuracy of his data. J. 
Vernon McGee says, “Luke is a stickler for accuracy.”3 

Hester states: “Luke had checked out all of his recorded events in advance through a 
methodical, investigative process. He had sifted through any written material, talked with 
eyewitness, traced down rumors, and separated fact from fiction.”4  

Ryrie states: “Luke states that his own work was stimulated by the work of others (1:1), that he 
consulted eyewitnesses (1:2), and that he sifted and arranged the information (1:3) under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to instruct Theophilus in the historical reliability of the faith (1:4). 
This is a carefully researched and documented writing.”5 

Wiersbe states: “Luke wrote his Gospel so that his readers might have an accurate and orderly 
narrative of the life, ministry, and message of Jesus Christ.”6 

An example of outside verification of the historical accuracy and precision of the Book of Acts 
can be found in The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul, by James Smith. F. F. Bruce writes in his 
comments on Acts 27,“ Smith, an experienced yachtsman and a man of no mean classical 
scholarship, made a careful study of Luke’s narrative in relation to the route which it maps 
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out—a part of the Mediterranean with which he himself was acquainted—and formed the most 
favorable estimate of the accuracy of Luke’s account of each stage of the voyage.” 7 

There are many theories as to who Theophilus was. It is believed by many that he was a Gentile, 
but that he was also acquainted with Judaism.8 Various theories regarding Theophilus include 
that he was a Roman official, a literary sponsor9, Paul’s defense attorney at Caesarea, the 
nephew of Emperor Vespasian, and even that he was Herod Agrippa II.10 Some have even 
speculated that “Theophilus”, which means “lover or friend of God” was merely a pseudonym 
for anyone that desired to be certain about Christ.11 Still others, including one of my professors 
at West Coast, believe that this Theophilus was actually the high priest, as Josephus mentions a 
Theophilus in the priestly line during this period.12 Whoever Theophilus actually was, he was 
someone that Luke cared enough about to give a detailed and accurate account of the life of 
the Lord Jesus, sufficient enough that Theophilus could be certain that Jesus is the Christ. 

Practical Thought – What would you be willing to do to ensure that the people that you care 
about get the information that they need to make a decision about Christ. 

Transition – Luke’s purpose for writing this historical account of the life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of Christ was to make sure that someone he cared about could be certain that 
what he had heard was true. 

This Book – all of it – not just the parts that were penned by Luke is a Book of certainties, and 
studying it will help us be more sure of our faith in Christ. Most of us in this room had enough 
faith to be saved, but many here don’t have enough faith in God to live victorious Holy Spirit 
filled, purposeful Christian lives – lives that are impacting this dark world with a bright light.  

Luke’s Gospel is full of certainties that will strengthen your faith.  

The right information will increase your knowledge, which will change your faulty and often 
worldly opinions, and will help you to become grounded in sound doctrine, which will then 
change your life and, through you, impact the world around you. 

The Bible is a Book of Certainties: 

1 We know about the certainty of a Hell through Luke’s gospel. (Luke 16:19) 
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"And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom." (Luke 16:23) 

2 We also know for sure that there is a Heaven for believers. (Heaven is referenced 
nearly 30 times in Luke’s gospel) 

"Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, 
because your names are written in heaven." (Luke 10:20) 

"I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance." (Luke 15:7) 

3 Luke teaches us the certainty of rewards in Heaven for those who follow Him: 

"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the 
like manner did their fathers unto the prophets." (Luke 6:23) 

"Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that 
thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 

follow me." (Luke 18:22) 

These are just a few of the certainties that Luke assures of us through his gospel account. There 
are many other important and practical truths that we will glean through our study of this 
important Book.  

Conclusion - Practical Helps 

1 Read the Bible devotionally every day. 
2 Study the Bible scientifically through a diligent and organized examination. 

The word translated “eyewitnesses” in verse 2, is αὐτόπτης – autoptēs, which is the word that 
we get the English word autopsy from. A medical examiner may not be an eyewitness to the 
actual cause of a person’s death, but through a careful examination of the body, he or she can 
often piece together enough information scientifically to come to a conclusion about the 
certainty of what caused it.  

Luke was not an eyewitness of Christ’s life, death, or resurrection, but he carefully examined 
and arranged the facts afterward, so that he could be certain about the Truth.  

You can and should learn to study the Bible on your own, but you should also study the Bible 
corporately with us at these services, so that both your faith, and your effectiveness will grow. 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)  

Come out on Wednesday evenings at 7, and have your faith increased through a careful and 
diligent examination of the certainties of the Book of Luke. 

3 Communicate the certainties that you learn with others so that they can be certain 
also. 


