
Sunday	Morning	Message	
November	5,	2017	
Faith	Expanded	 	 	 	
Text	for	Today’s	Message	–	Luke	17:5	-	6	
Congregational	Reading	–	Luke	17:5	-	6	
Introduction	

For	 the	 last	several	messages,	we	have	been	studying	 from	the	Scripture	 the	subject	of	 faith.	
Faith	is	very	important	for	many	reasons,	but	three	reasons	come	to	the	forefront:	

1 We	cannot	be	saved,	except	through	faith	in	Son	of	God.		

2 We	cannot	please	God	without	it.		

3 We	 cannot	 possibly	 abound	 in	 the	 work	 of	 the	 Lord,	 if	 we	 do	 not	 have	 and	
increase	our	faith	in	the	Lord.	

Perhaps	the	greatest	rebuke	that	Jesus	gave	His	disciples	was	when	he	said,	“O	ye	of	little	faith”	
(regarding	provision,	in	the	boat	in	the	storm,	feeding	of	the	5000).	We	want	to	hear	Him	say,	
“great	is	thy	faith”.	In	order	for	our	faith	to	go	from	little	to	great	it	must	expand.	

Text:	Luke	17:5	–	6	

“And	the	apostles	said	unto	the	Lord,	Increase	our	faith.	And	the	Lord	said,	If	ye	had	faith	as	a	
grain	of	mustard	seed,	ye	might	say	unto	this	sycamine	tree,	Be	thou	plucked	up	by	the	root,	and	

be	thou	planted	in	the	sea;	and	it	should	obey	you.	(Luke	17:5	-	6)	

Additional	Verses	

“We	are	bound	to	thank	God	always	for	you,	brethren,	as	it	is	meet,	because	that	your	faith	
groweth	exceedingly,	and	the	charity	of	every	one	of	you	all	toward	each	other	aboundeth;”	(2	

Thessalonians	1:3)	

“Of	whom	we	have	many	things	to	say,	and	hard	to	be	uttered,	seeing	ye	are	dull	of	hearing.	For	
when	for	the	time	ye	ought	to	be	teachers,	ye	have	need	that	one	teach	you	again	which	be	the	
first	principles	of	the	oracles	of	God;	and	are	become	such	as	have	need	of	milk,	and	not	of	

strong	meat.	For	every	one	that	useth	milk	is	unskilful	in	the	word	of	righteousness:	for	he	is	a	
babe.	But	strong	meat	belongeth	to	them	that	are	of	full	age,	even	those	who	by	reason	of	use	

have	their	senses	exercised	to	discern	both	good	and	evil.”	(Hebrews	5:11-14)	

"And	Stephen,	full	of	faith	and	power,	did	great	wonders	and	miracles	among	the	people."	(Acts	
6:8)	

Illustration	-	No	Short-Cuts	



When	 James	 A.	 Garfield	 was	 president	 of	 Hiram	 College,	 a	 man	 brought	 his	 son	 for	
entrance	as	a	student,	for	whom	he	wished	a	shorter	course	than	the	regular.	"The	boy	
can	never	 take	all	 that	 in,"	 said	 the	 father.	 "He	wants	 to	 get	 through	quicker.	Can	 you	
arrange	it	for	him?"	

Mr.	Garfield,	a	minister-educator	said,	"Oh,	yes.	He	can	take	a	short	course;	it	all	depends	
on	what	you	want	to	make	of	him.	When	God	wants	to	make	an	oak,	He	takes	a	hundred	
years,	but	he	takes	only	two	months	to	make	a	squash."	

Many	want	instant	spirituality-like	instant	coffee	or	potatoes!	It	doesn't	come	that	way!	
There	are	no	short	courses!	No	short-cuts!	No	gimmicks!	It	takes	time	to	grow!	Growth	is	
a	sequence-an	orderly	arrangement!	"For	when	for	the	time	ye	ought	to	be	teachers,	ye	
have	need	that	one	teach	you	again"	was	God's	indictment	of	the	Hebrew	Christians		

Illustration	

Some	 of	 us	 take	 pictures	 of	 our	 children	 every	 year,	 and	 when	 we	 view	 these	
photographs	we	can	see	the	physical	growth	take	place.		However,	I	wonder	how	much	
spiritual	development	we	are	experiencing.	

Spiritual	growth	 is	 synonymous	with	growth	 in	 faith.	 	 You	cannot	grow	spiritually	unless	your	
faith	is	expanding.	

I		 The	Gift	of	Faith	

“I	beseech	you	therefore,	brethren,	by	the	mercies	of	God,	that	ye	present	your	bodies	a	living	
sacrifice,	holy,	acceptable	unto	God,	which	is	your	reasonable	service.	And	be	not	conformed	to	
this	world:	but	be	ye	transformed	by	the	renewing	of	your	mind,	that	ye	may	prove	what	is	that	
good,	and	acceptable,	and	perfect,	will	of	God.	For	I	say,	through	the	grace	given	unto	me,	to	
every	man	that	is	among	you,	not	to	think	of	himself	more	highly	than	he	ought	to	think;	but	to	
think	soberly,	according	as	God	hath	dealt	to	every	man	the	measure	of	faith.”	(Romans	12:1-3)	

Everybody	is	given	by	God	a	measure	of	faith.	We	have	the	ability	within	us	to	believe	or	reject	
the	grace	of	God.	

Faith	is	also	a	fruit	of	the	Spirit		

"But	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	love,	joy,	peace,	longsuffering,	gentleness,	goodness,	faith,	
Meekness,	temperance:	against	such	there	is	no	law."	(Galatians	5:22-23)	

We	all	have	different	levels	of	faith.	Jesus	spoke	of	His	disciples	having	little	faith,	and	He	also	
spoke	of	some	Gentiles	having	great	faith;	but	they	all	started	with	a	measure	of	faith.	Whether	
the	 measure	 of	 faith	 grows	 into	 great	 faith	 or	 remains	 little	 faith	 depends	 on	 whether	 the	
individual	allows	God	to	increase	the	faith.	



II	 The	Growth	of	Faith	

1 We	begin	with	the	Word.		

“So	then	faith	cometh	by	hearing,	and	hearing	by	the	word	of	God.”	(Romans	10:17)	

The	word	of	God	is	presented	to	a	lost	soul	and	is	either	received	or	rejected.	By	the	way,	the	
Holy	Spirit	is	working	in	the	life	of	this	individual	convincing	them	that	the	Word	is	true.		If	they	
reject	the	word	of	God	there	is	no	faith.		However,	if	the	word	of	God	is	received	then	there	is	a	
newborn	babe	with	infant-like	faith.	

2 If	growth	is	going	to	occur	the	babe	in	Christ	must	assimilate	large	quantities	of	the	
Word	of	God.	

“As	newborn	babes,	desire	the	sincere	milk	of	the	word,	that	ye	may	grow	thereby:”	(1	Peter	2:2)	

(Note	–	Do	not	expect	a	baby	Christian	to	act	 like	a	mature	Christian,	even	if	they	are	mature	
and	responsible	in	other	areas)	

3 The	 Baby	 Christian	 must	 obey	 the	 principles	 and	 believe	 the	 promises	 that	 He	
learns	from	the	Word	of	God	by	putting	them	into	practice.	

Practical	Illustration	–	Tithing	

Promise	

“But	seek	ye	first	the	kingdom	of	God,	and	his	righteousness;	and	all	these	things	shall	be	added	
unto	you.”		(Mathew	6:33)	

“Give,	and	it	shall	be	given	unto	you;	good	measure,	pressed	down,	and	shaken	together,	and	
running	over,	shall	men	give	into	your	bosom.	For	with	the	same	measure	that	ye	mete	withal	it	

shall	be	measured	to	you	again.”	(Luke	6:38)	

“Will	a	man	rob	God?	Yet	ye	have	robbed	me.	But	ye	say,	Wherein	have	we	robbed	thee?	In	
tithes	and	offerings.	Ye	are	cursed	with	a	curse:	for	ye	have	robbed	me,	even	this	whole	nation.	
Bring	ye	all	the	tithes	into	the	storehouse,	that	there	may	be	meat	in	mine	house,	and	prove	me	
now	herewith,	saith	the	LORD	of	hosts,	if	I	will	not	open	you	the	windows	of	heaven,	and	pour	
you	out	a	blessing,	that	there	shall	not	be	room	enough	to	receive	it.	And	I	will	rebuke	the	

devourer	for	your	sakes,	and	he	shall	not	destroy	the	fruits	of	your	ground;	neither	shall	your	
vine	cast	her	fruit	before	the	time	in	the	field,	saith	the	LORD	of	hosts.	And	all	nations	shall	call	
you	blessed:	for	ye	shall	be	a	delightsome	land,	saith	the	LORD	of	hosts.”		(Malachi	3:8	–	12)	

	Principle	



The	tithe	was	established	by	God	and	was	observed	before	the	existence	of	the	Law	(Abraham	
gave	Melchisedek	 tithes,	 Jacob	gave	 the	 tithe);	 commanded	by	 the	 Law;	and	 commended	by	
the	Lord	(Jesus	told	the	Pharisees	“this	ought	ye	to	have	done”)	at	the	fulfillment	of	the	Law.	

Practice	

Our	faith	then	grows	when	we	obey	the	Lord	by	putting	into	practice	what	He	has	commanded	
us	to	do,	or	what	He	has	promised	to	bless	us	for	when	we	obey)	

Other	Examples	–	Child-rearing;	marriage;	prayer;	soul-winning	

4 Because	faith	is	a	fruit	of	the	Spirit,	it	will	increase	as	we	are	filled	with	the	Spirit.	–		

"And	be	not	drunk	with	wine,	wherein	is	excess;	but	be	filled	with	the	Spirit;"	(Ephesians	5:18)	

5 Faith	can	be	added	to:	

"And	beside	this,	giving	all	diligence,	add	to	your	faith	virtue;	and	to	virtue	knowledge;	And	to	
knowledge	temperance;	and	to	temperance	patience;	and	to	patience	godliness;	And	to	

godliness	brotherly	kindness;	and	to	brotherly	kindness	charity.	For	if	these	things	be	in	you,	and	
abound,	they	make	you	that	ye	shall	neither	be	barren	nor	unfruitful	in	the	knowledge	of	our	
Lord	Jesus	Christ.	But	he	that	lacketh	these	things	is	blind,	and	cannot	see	afar	off,	and	hath	

forgotten	that	he	was	purged	from	his	old	sins."	(2	Peter	1:5-9)	

6 Faith	grows	through	trials:	

"Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	which	according	to	his	abundant	mercy	
hath	begotten	us	again	unto	a	lively	hope	by	the	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	from	the	dead,	To	
an	inheritance	incorruptible,	and	undefiled,	and	that	fadeth	not	away,	reserved	in	heaven	for	
you,	Who	are	kept	by	the	power	of	God	through	faith	unto	salvation	ready	to	be	revealed	in	the	
last	time.	Wherein	ye	greatly	rejoice,	though	now	for	a	season,	if	need	be,	ye	are	in	heaviness	
through	manifold	temptations:	That	the	trial	of	your	faith,	being	much	more	precious	than	of	
gold	that	perisheth,	though	it	be	tried	with	fire,	might	be	found	unto	praise	and	honour	and	

glory	at	the	appearing	of	Jesus	Christ:"	(1	Peter	1:3-7)	

“God	delights	to	increase	the	faith	of	His	children...I	say,	and	say	it	deliberately--trials,	
difficulties	and	sometimes	defeat,	are	the	very	food	of	faith...We	should	take	them	out	of	His	

hands	as	evidences	of	His	love	and	care	for	us	in	developing	more	and	more	that	faith	which	He	
is	seeking	to	strengthen	in	us.”	(George	Mueller.)	

“Faith	is	idle	when	circumstances	are	right,	only	when	they	are	adverse	is	one’s	faith	in	God	
exercised.	Faith,	like	muscle,	grows	strong	and	supple	with	exercise.”1	

																																								 																					
1	Tan,	P.	L.	(1996).	Encyclopedia	of	7700	Illustrations:	Signs	of	the	Times.	Garland,	TX:	Bible	Communications,	Inc.	



III	 The	Gage	of	Faith	

The	results	of	growth	in	faith	will	be	visible	in	the	life	of	a	growing	believer:	

	 There	will	be	greater	obedience	
	 There	will	be	increased	compassion.	
	 There	will	be	a	greater	degree	of	separation.	
	 There	will	be	an	impact	on	lost	souls.	
	 There	will	be	less	self-centeredness.	
	 There	will	be	a	boldness	in	your	stand	for	the	Lord.	
	 There	will	be	a	willingness	to	give	of	your	time,	talents,	and	treasures.		

"Moreover,	brethren,	we	do	you	to	wit	of	the	grace	of	God	bestowed	on	the	churches	of	
Macedonia;	How	that	in	a	great	trial	of	affliction	the	abundance	of	their	joy	and	their	deep	

poverty	abounded	unto	the	riches	of	their	liberality.	For	to	their	power,	I	bear	record,	yea,	and	
beyond	their	power	they	were	willing	of	themselves;	Praying	us	with	much	intreaty	that	we	

would	receive	the	gift,	and	take	upon	us	the	fellowship	of	the	ministering	to	the	saints.	And	this	
they	did,	not	as	we	hoped,	but	first	gave	their	own	selves	to	the	Lord,	and	unto	us	by	the	will	of	
God.	Insomuch	that	we	desired	Titus,	that	as	he	had	begun,	so	he	would	also	finish	in	you	the	

same	grace	also.	Therefore,	as	ye	abound	in	every	thing,	in	faith,	and	utterance,	and	knowledge,	
and	in	all	diligence,	and	in	your	love	to	us,	see	that	ye	abound	in	this	grace	also."	(2	Corinthians	

8:1-7)	

	 There	will	be	a	close	likeness	to	Jesus	Christ	in	your	life.	
	 The	“new	creature”	will	be	clearly	seen.	

The	results	of	growth	in	faith	in	a	church	will	result	in	the	gospel	going	forth	in	a	greater	way.	

"And	as	they	went	through	the	cities,	they	delivered	them	the	decrees	for	to	keep,	that	were	
ordained	of	the	apostles	and	elders	which	were	at	Jerusalem.	And	so	were	the	churches	

established	in	the	faith,	and	increased	in	number	daily."	(Acts	16:4-5)	

Conclusion	

God	 wants	 your	 faith	 in	 Him	 to	 grow.	 The	 greater	 your	 faith,	 the	 more	 He	 can	 accomplish	
through	you.	

Illustration	-	Got	To	Be	In	Quebec	-	This	story	is	told	by	the	captain	of	a	ship	on	which	George	
Muller	of	Bristol	was	traveling.	During	his	life	he	received	more	than	1,000,000	pounds	from	
the	Lord,	without	advertising—every	penny	came	as	an	answer	to	prayer.		

	“We	had	George	Muller	of	Bristol	on	board,”	said	the	captain.	“I	had	been	on	the	bridge	
for	twenty-four	hours	and	never	left	it	and	George	Muller	came	to	me	and	said,	“Captain,	I	



have	come	to	tell	you	I	must	be	in	Quebec	on	Saturday	afternoon.”	“It	is	impossible,”	I	said.	
“Then	very	well,	if	your	ship	cannot	take	me,	God	will	find	some	other	way.	I	have	never	
broken	an	engagement	in	fifty-seven	years;	let	us	go	down	into	the	chart	room	and	pray.”	

	“I	looked	at	that	man	of	God	and	thought	to	myself,	“What	lunatic	asylum	can	that	man	
have	come	from,	for	I	never	heard	of	such	a	thing	as	this?”	“Mr.	Muller,”	I	said,	“do	you	
know	how	dense	this	fog	is?”	

	““No,”	he	replied,	“my	eye	is	not	on	the	density	of	the	fog,	but	on	the	living	God	who	
controls	every	circumstance	of	my	life.”	He	knelt	down	and	he	prayed	one	of	the	most	
simple	prayers.	When	he	had	finished	I	was	going	to	pray,	but	he	put	his	hand	on	my	
shoulder	and	told	me	not	to	pray.	“As	you	do	not	believe	He	will	answer,	and	as	I	believe	He	
has,	there	is	no	need	whatever	for	you	to	pray	about	it.”	

	“I	looked	at	him	and	George	Muller	said,	“Captain,	I	have	known	my	Lord	for	fifty-seven	
years	and	there	has	never	been	a	single	day	when	I	have	failed	to	get	an	audience	with	the	
King.	Get	up,	Captain,	and	open	the	door	and	you	will	find	the	fog	has	gone.”	

	“I	got	up	and	the	fog	indeed	was	gone,	and	on	that	Saturday	afternoon	George	Muller	
kept	his	promised	engagement.”	

“Little	faith	will	bring	your	soul	to	heaven,	but	great	faith	will	bring	heaven	to	your	soul.”	
(Spurgeon)	

Doubt	sees	the	obstacles.	
Faith	sees	the	way!	

Doubt	sees	the	darkest	night,	
Faith	sees	the	day!	

Doubt	dreads	to	take	a	step.	
Faith	soars	on	high!	

Doubt	questions,	“Who	believes?”	
Faith	answers,	“I!”2	

	

																																								 																					
2	Tan,	P.	L.	(1996).	Encyclopedia	of	7700	Illustrations:	Signs	of	the	Times.	Garland,	TX:	Bible	Communications,	Inc.	


