
Sunday	Morning	Message		
November	6,	2016	
Looking	unto	Jesus	and	His	Harsh	Rebuke	of	the	Cities	of	Galilee	
Text	–	Matthew	11:20	-	24	

Congregational	Reading	–	Matthew	11:20	-	24	

Our	theme	for	the	year	is	Looking	unto	Jesus	

Our	theme	verses	are	Hebrews	12:1	–	2	

“Wherefore	seeing	we	also	are	compassed	about	with	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	lay	
aside	every	weight,	and	the	sin	which	doth	so	easily	beset	us,	and	let	us	run	with	patience	the	

race	that	is	set	before	us,	Looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith;	who	for	the	joy	
that	was	set	before	him	endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	is	set	down	at	the	right	

hand	of	the	throne	of	God.”	(Hebrews	12:1-2)	

This	year,	we	will	be	preaching	messages	from	the	4	gospel	accounts	in	the	New	Testament	and	
we	will	be	closely	examining	the	life	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	while	He	walked	the	earth,	learning	
the	principles	that	He	teaches	us,	specifically	looking	for	ways	to	apply	His	life	to	our	own.	

Introduction	

In	 our	 text	 today,	 Jesus	 explains	 that	 there	 were	 several	 cities	 where	 the	 population	 was	
privileged	to	hear	the	Word	of	God	taught	frequently	by	Jesus	Himself,	and	they	also	got	to	see	
firsthand	 the	wonderful,	miraculous	works	 that	he	did	while	He	was	on	 the	earth.	 The	 three	
cities	that	he	is	rebuking	here	are	Chorazin,	Bethsaida,	and	Capernaum.	All	of	these	places	were	
Jewish	cities	located	on	the	northern	shore	of	the	Sea	of	Galilee.	They	were	very	close	to	one	
another	geographically	and	corporately	they	represent	the	very	center	of	Jesus’	public	ministry	
in	Galilee.	Jesus	taught	in	these	cities	often,	and	he	did	many	miracles	here:	

Turn	to	Matthew	4:13	–	17	for	more	about	this	area	around	Capernaum.	

	 It	was	from	Capernaum	that	Jesus	healed	the	Centurion’s	servant.	(Matthew	8:5	–	13)	

	 Jesus	cast	out	a	devil	from	the	synagogue	in	Capernaum	(Mark	1:21	–	28)	

	 It	was	 in	 Capernaum	 that	 the	 four	men	 came	 through	 the	 roof	 of	 a	 house	 to	 bring	 to	
Jesus	a	man	that	was	“sick	of	the	palsy”,	and	Jesus	healed	him.	(Mark	2:1	–	12)	

	 It	was	in	Capernaum	that	Jesus	healed	Peter’s	mother-in-law.	(Luke	4:38	–	39)	

	 From	Cana,	Jesus	healed	the	nobleman’s	son	in	Capernaum.	(John	4:46	–	54)	



	 It	was	from	Peter’s	boat	on	the	shore	of	Capernaum	that	Jesus	spoke	to	a	multitude	and	
later	caused	Peter	to	catch	a	miraculous	amount	of	fish,	and	this	after	Peter	had	fished	all	night	
and	had	caught	nothing.	

What	 Jesus	 is	 teaching	 here	 is	 very	 simple	 –	 There	 are	 places	 in	 the	 world	 which	 are	 very	
privileged	 in	 that	 God’s	 Word	 and	 Work	 are	 very	 prevalent	 as	 compared	 to	 other	 places.	
Capernaum,	Bethsaida,	and	Chorazin	were	very	blessed	cities	indeed.	

On	the	other	hand,	the	cities	of	Tyre	and	Sidon	mentioned	in	this	passage	were	cities	that	were	
not	privelged	as	the	cities	of	Galilee	were.	Tyre	and	Sidon	were	Gentile	cities	located	in	Syria	on	
the	coast	of	the	Mediterranean	Seacoast.	Tyre	and	Sidon	were	far	away	from	where	Jesus	was	
doing	His	work.	 Jesus	states	here	that	 if	He	had	done	 in	Tyre	and	Sidon	what	He	had	done	 in	
Capernaum,	they	would	have	repented.		

Sodom	 also	 was	 a	 very	 wicked	 city	 where	 homosexuality	 was	 rampant	 (We	 get	 the	 word	
sodomy	from	the	City	of	Sodom).	God	destroyed	Sodom	and	Gomorrah,	along	with	a	few	other	
cities	in	the	Old	Testament	because	of	their	wickedness.	

Turn	to	Genesis	18:16	–	19:26	and	review	the	story	of	the	destruction	of	Sodom.	

In	Matthew	12,	Jesus	also	compared	the	cities	of	Galilee	with	Nineveh,	which	was	the	capital	of	
the	Assyrian	Empire,	which	was	the	nation	that	destroyed	the	Northern	Kingdom	if	Israel	back	
in	the	Old	Testament	time	period,	around	722	BC.	

Turn	to	Matthew	12:38	–	42	

The	queen	of	the	south	mentioned	in	Matthew	12:42	is	a	reference	to	the	Queen	of	Sheba,	a	
Gentile	from	Africa,	who	learned	much	from	King	Solomon.	(1	Kings	10:1	–	10)	

The	bottom	line	of	all	of	this	 is	that	there	were	geographical	 locations	that	were	very	blessed	
because	they	had	the	benefit	of	being	up	close	and	personal	with	the	work	of	Christ,	and	the	
Word	 of	 God.	 Conversely,	 there	 are	 also	 places	 where	 the	Word	 of	 God	 had	 not	 gone,	 and	
where	Jesus	works	were	not	observed;	and	Jesus	states	here	that	these	other	cities,	would	have	
repented	–	they	would	have	listened	to	Jesus	and	obeyed	His	word.	But,	they	did	not	have	the	
chance.		

Transition	

America	 is	 a	 nation	 that	 was,	 and	 still	 is,	 also	 very	 privileged.	We	 were	 founded	 on	 Biblical	
principles.	We	 are	 free	 to	worship	God	 as	we	 see	 fit,	 but	 unfortunately,	we	 are	 choosing	 to	
remove	God	from	our	nation.	We	continue,	as	a	nation,	to	move	in	a	direction	away	from	God,	
and	God’s	Word.	I	believe	if	Jesus	were	physically	present	here	today,	His	rebuke	would	not	be	
to	the	Cities	of	northern	Galilee;	they	would	be	to	America.		

What	can	we	do?	



We	can	be	the	salt	and	the	light	that	God	demands	that	we	be.	

"Ye	are	the	salt	of	the	earth:	but	if	the	salt	have	lost	his	savour,	wherewith	shall	it	be	salted?	it	is	
thenceforth	good	for	nothing,	but	to	be	cast	out,	and	to	be	trodden	under	foot	of	men.	Ye	are	
the	light	of	the	world.	A	city	that	is	set	on	an	hill	cannot	be	hid.	Neither	do	men	light	a	candle,	
and	put	it	under	a	bushel,	but	on	a	candlestick;	and	it	giveth	light	unto	all	that	are	in	the	house.	
Let	your	light	so	shine	before	men,	that	they	may	see	your	good	works,	and	glorify	your	Father	

which	is	in	heaven."	-	(Matthew	5:13-16)	

	 A	 Live	the	Truth	in	the	Midst	of	Falsehood	

"I	beseech	you	therefore,	brethren,	by	the	mercies	of	God,	that	ye	present	your	bodies	a	living	
sacrifice,	holy,	acceptable	unto	God,	which	is	your	reasonable	service.	And	be	not	conformed	to	
this	world:	but	be	ye	transformed	by	the	renewing	of	your	mind,	that	ye	may	prove	what	is	that	

good,	and	acceptable,	and	perfect,	will	of	God."	-	(Romans	12:1-2)	

	 B	 Separate	from	the	Lies	

"Be	ye	not	unequally	yoked	together	with	unbelievers:	for	what	fellowship	hath	righteousness	
with	unrighteousness?	and	what	communion	hath	light	with	darkness?	And	what	concord	hath	
Christ	with	Belial?	or	what	part	hath	he	that	believeth	with	an	infidel?	And	what	agreement	hath	
the	temple	of	God	with	idols?	for	ye	are	the	temple	of	the	living	God;	as	God	hath	said,	I	will	

dwell	in	them,	and	walk	in	them;	and	I	will	be	their	God,	and	they	shall	be	my	people.	Wherefore	
come	out	from	among	them,	and	be	ye	separate,	saith	the	Lord,	and	touch	not	the	unclean	
thing;	and	I	will	receive	you,	And	will	be	a	Father	unto	you,	and	ye	shall	be	my	sons	and	

daughters,	saith	the	Lord	Almighty."	-	(2	Corinthians	6:14-18)	

	 C	 Shine	the	Light	of	the	Gospel	

"And	he	said	unto	them,	Go	ye	into	all	the	world,	and	preach	the	gospel	to	every	creature."	-	
(Mark	16:15)	

The	darker	the	world	gets,	the	more	there	will	be	some	who	will	be	attracted	to	the	light.	

"Now	then	we	are	ambassadors	for	Christ,	as	though	God	did	beseech	you	by	us:	we	pray	you	in	
Christ's	stead,	be	ye	reconciled	to	God."	-	(2	Corinthians	5:20)	

	 D	 Stand	for	the	Truth	and	Stand	with	the	Truth	

"Finally,	my	brethren,	 be	 strong	 in	 the	 Lord,	 and	 in	 the	power	of	 his	might.	 Put	on	 the	whole	
armour	of	God,	that	ye	may	be	able	to	stand	against	the	wiles	of	the	devil.	For	we	wrestle	not	
against	 flesh	 and	 blood,	 but	 against	 principalities,	 against	 powers,	 against	 the	 rulers	 of	 the	
darkness	of	this	world,	against	spiritual	wickedness	in	high	places.	Wherefore	take	unto	you	the	
whole	armour	of	God,	that	ye	may	be	able	to	withstand	in	the	evil	day,	and	having	done	all,	to	
stand.	Stand	therefore,	having	your	loins	girt	about	with	truth,	and	having	on	the	breastplate	of	



righteousness;	And	your	feet	shod	with	the	preparation	of	the	gospel	of	peace;	Above	all,	taking	
the	shield	of	 faith,	wherewith	ye	shall	be	able	 to	quench	all	 the	 fiery	darts	of	 the	wicked.	And	
take	 the	 helmet	 of	 salvation,	 and	 the	 sword	 of	 the	 Spirit,	 which	 is	 the	word	 of	 God:	 Praying	
always	 with	 all	 prayer	 and	 supplication	 in	 the	 Spirit,	 and	 watching	 thereunto	 with	 all	
perseverance	and	supplication	for	all	saints;"	-	(Ephesians	6:10-18)	

	 E	 Pray	for	Our	Nation	

"I	exhort	therefore,	that,	first	of	all,	supplications,	prayers,	intercessions,	and	giving	of	thanks,	be	
made	for	all	men;	For	kings,	and	for	all	that	are	in	authority;	that	we	may	lead	a	quiet	and	

peaceable	life	in	all	godliness	and	honesty.	For	this	is	good	and	acceptable	in	the	sight	of	God	
our	Saviour;	Who	will	have	all	men	to	be	saved,	and	to	come	unto	the	knowledge	of	the	truth."	-	

(1	Timothy	2:1-4)	

	 F	 Become	Part	of	the	Solution	

One	of	the	reasons	that	our	country	is	in	the	mess	that	it	is	in,	is	that	too	many	Christians	are	
not	doing	their	part	to	fix	it.		

1 Vote	

	 for	candidates	 that	support	 the	Constitution	as	 it	 is	written,	and	not	 try	 to	
re-write	it.	

	 for	candidates	that	will	fight	for	the	life	of	the	unborn.	

	 for	 candidates	 that	 will	 appoint	 conservative	 judges	 that	 will	 protect	
religious	freedom.	

	 For	the	candidate	whose	positions	are	the	closest	to	God’s	position.	

2 Participate	–	get	on	the	school	board	or	town	council	–	and	stand	for	God.	

Conclusion	

Individually	and	corporately	as	a	church,	there	is	much	that	we	can	do	to	change	the	course	of	
America.	We	can	be	what	God	expects	us	to	be.	We	can	stand	for	the	truth	as	God	wants	us	to.	
We	will	not	have	 to	answer	 for	America,	but	we	will	have	 to	 stand	before	God	someday	and	
give	an	account	for	what	we	did.	(Illustrate	–	William	Wilberforce)	

Young	William	Wilberforce	was	 discouraged	 one	 night	 in	 the	 early	 1790s	 after	 another	 defeat	 in	 his	 10	 year	 battle	
against	the	slave	trade	in	England.	Tired	and	frustrated,	he	opened	his	Bible	and	began	to	leaf	through	it.	A	small	piece	
of	paper	fell	out	and	fluttered	to	the	floor.	It	was	a	letter	written	by	John	Wesley	shortly	before	his	death.	Wilberforce	
read	it	again:	"Unless	the	divine	power	has	raised	you	up...	I	see	not	how	you	can	go	through	your	glorious	enterprise	in	
opposing	 that	 (abominable	 practice	 of	 slavery),	 which	 is	 the	 scandal	 of	 religion,	 of	 England,	 and	 of	 human	 nature.	
Unless	God	has	raised	you	up	for	this	very	thing,	you	will	be	worn	out	by	the	opposition	of	men	and	devils.	But	if	God	
be	for	you,	who	can	be	against	you?	Are	all	of	them	together	stronger	than	God?	Oh,	be	not	weary	of	well-doing.	Go	on	
in	the	name	of	God,	and	in	the	power	of	His	might."		


