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The Word of God 
The Need for Discipleship 

Intro: 

 Last week we looked at the heart of discipleship. We looked at what it 
means to love God, love people, and love his words and “Hold the Line”. This 
week we look at why we need discipleship. We will look at how the word of God 
reveals the heart of men and how it can change them if they will submit to God’s 
teaching. It will also challenge us as disciplers to know the word of God 
because we should have the answers that they are looking for in a world that 
has done everything to obfuscate the truth. We will look to the word of God and 
one of the most well know parables that Jesus gave as a guide to see how the 
word of God works in the lives of those that hear the word of God. Our main text 
will be Mark 4:15-20 but I have added the references to the same parable in 
Matthew and Luke. Let’s look and see what God has for us in this parable. 

A) Those by the “Way Side” – Mat. 13:19, Mark 4:15, Luke 8:12 
 

1) What they have –  
a) They ________ the word of God.  

i) Mat. 13:14-15 – Isaiah said that people would hear but not 
understand. 

ii) Amos 8:11 – There would be a famine of hearing the word. 
iii) Romans 10:17 – Faith comes by hearing the word. 

 
2) Their Problem –  

a) The word is ________  _______ of their hearts – Lk. 8:12 
i) Isa. 42:20 – Can’t see or hear 
ii) Ez. 12:2 – They are rebellious 

b) Satan takes away what was sown 
i) Fowls of the air are a picture of demons/fallen angels Mk. 

13:4, I John 4:3 
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ii) Doubt – 2 Peter 3:3-7 
iii) False Religion/Deceived – 2 John 1:17 

 
 

B) Those Sown on Stoney Ground –  
Mat. 13:20-21, Luke 8:13, mark 4:16-17 
 

1) What they have –  
a) Immediately _______________ the word with gladness 

i) This form of ‘receive” implies that you are getting something, 
you are grabbing it, it is being ocered and you are taking it, 
like a gift. 

ii) Jer. 15:16 – The words of God are joy 
 

2) Their Problem –  
a) They have no __________ –  

i) Roots provide stability – Eph. 4:13-14, James 1:5-6 
ii) Roots provide water – Psalm 1:3 

b) They are _________________ –  
i) When acliction comes – Webster 1828 states - a state of 

pain, distress, or grief. The cause of continued pain of body 
or mind, as sickness, losses, calamity, adversity, 
persecution. Psalm 34:19 

ii) When persecution comes – Websters 1828 states - The act 
or practice of persecuting; the infliction of pain, punishment 
or death upon others unjustly, particularly for adhering to a 
religious creed or mode of worship, either by way of penalty 
or for compelling them to renounce their principles. 2 Tim. 
3:12 

iii) When __________________ comes – Websters 1828 states - 
Severe acliction; distresses of life; vexations. In Scripture, it 



 

!

"#$%#&!'()$#!*+,-.%-!/(0$1(!

*#$#+2!*.34#!52%-.-0-#!
'#6#%-#$!78)!

! "#$"%&D#("%)* "+"#,-.!

often denotes the troubles and distresses which proceed 
from persecution. John 16:31-33 

iv) When temptation comes – Websters 1828 states - The act of 
tempting; enticement to evil by arguments, by flattery, or by 
the ocer of some real or apparent good. 
 

C) Those Sown Among Thorns – Mat. 13:22, Mark 4:18-19, Luke 8:14 
1) What they have –  

a) They have __________ the word of God – This indicates that they not 
only heard the word of God being said or written down, but they 
understood what was being said. They know what is right and they 
are choosing to do or say or follow what is wrong.  
 

2) Their Problem –  
a) The _________ of this world – 1 John 2:15-17 
b) The deceitfulness of riches – Psalm 37:16, Prov. 11:4 
c) The __________ of other things – James 1:15 

 
D) Those Sown in Good Ground – Mat. 13:23, Mark 4:20, Luke 8:15 

1) What they have –  
a) Heard the word and _____________ it – This “receive” means to take 

this upon yourself, this is to not reject what is being given. This is a 
more personal receiving that indicates that this is yours. 1 Thes 
2:13, 1 Peter 1:23 
 

2) Their Result 
a) They produced ___________ 

i) Prov. 11:30 – Fruit of the righteous is a tree of life. 
ii) Gal. 5:22-23 – The fruit of the Spirit. 

b) Their fruit increased 
i) 2 Cor. 9:6-10 – Sowing seed 
ii) Acts 6:7 – Word of God increased 
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iii) Acts 16:5 – The church was increased 

Conclusion: 

Rev. 3:15-16 says, “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 

Rev. 3:18, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou 
mayest see.” 


