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Intro: 
 
 So far, we have looked at the first two goals of discipleship, Establishing the 
Believer in the Word of God and Prayer and Establishing the Believer in the Fellowship 
of Believers. These two goals are critical for the believer to mature in the grace of God 
and become strong Christians. This week we look at Establishing the Believer in the Local 
Church. This next step in growth is needed for the believer to become useful in the work 
that God is doing. We are going to look at this goal and the importance of understanding 
the purpose of the church, only then can we direct our disciple properly. 
 
To Establish the Believer in a Local Church – 1 Cor. 12:1-27; Eph. 4:16; 1 Tim. 3:15 
 

a. Key understandings of this goal 
 

-  Jesus Christ loved the church, and gave HIMSELF for it – Eph. 5:25b 
 
-  A local church is a BODY of believers joined together locally working to 

accomplish the mission of making disciples – Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 9:31, 15:41, 
16:5; Rev. 2-3; Rom. 12:5. 

 
-  The church is the pillar and ground of the truth – 1 Tim. 3:15 

ü Pillar = A pillar in the Bible was a pile of salt, a pile of stones, a visible cloud 
or fire, and part of a building.  It is always associated with being a WITNESS 
to something big. 

ü Ground = Ground in the Bible is always associated with the physical Earth.  It 
is like the phrase “boots on the GROUND.”  The church today is the boots on 
the ground for God! 

 
-  The church is the WAY in this dispensation that God dispenses His truth – 

John 14:6  
ü The way is now the CHURCH – Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14; Php. 3:6; 

Gal. 1:13; Acts8:3. 
ü The truth is now the Bible – John 17:17. 
ü The life is now the Holy Spirit – Rom. 8:10. 
ü Jesus left a map (Bible), a guide (Holy Spirit), and a vehicle (church) to 

accomplish the mission. 
 

-  Church is where we hear Bible preaching and teaching, pray, see baptisms, sing 
praises, make connections with believers, and draw close to the Lord through 
COMMUNING together. 
 

-  Submitting in a local church is a very SAFE and necessary thing for every 
believer to do. God is not looking for lone rangers out there.  We need to be 
connected – Eph. 5:21. 
 

KEY The sections of the New Testament that apply directly to us were written to 
LOCAL churches and pastors.  This is the model we are to follow – 1 Tim. 3:15; Titus 
1:5. 
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b. Practical ways this goal is accomplished 

 
-  We and our disciples should be with the church when the church assembles.  

Look for your disciple at church gatherings – Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:25; Jude 
1:18-19. 
ü Be sure to attend church services.  Consider sitting together as God’s word is 

preached. 
ü Note:  If you do not attend regularly, they will likely FOLLOW your pattern. 

 
-  The discipler can be the shoe horn that FITS them comfortably into the body of 

Christ. 
 
-  Encourage/guide them to serve in an area of church ministry where they are 

needed/gifted. 
 
 

c. Measuring completion and growth of this goal 
 

-  Does your disciple see the importance of and attend church REGULARLY? 
 
-  Have they become a member of a solid local biblical church? 
 
-  Periodically ask your disciple to rate how well they feel they are established in 

the local church on a scale of 1-10 (10 being strongest). After they give their 
rating, YOU tell them where you see them on that same scale.  Be LOVING and 
honest in this discussion and cite examples from their life that you see. 

 
Conclusion: 

 

 We have seen the importance of the local church; it is THE WAY in which God is working right 
now. The local church is that vehicle for how God is moving in the World. God is using members of 
every church to build His kingdom, His body, and you and your disciple are a part of that mission. 
One of the most important acts you can do to help your disciple is to encourage them to become part 
of the local church where God is doing great things! 


