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Introduction:

This week we look at God’s long term for believers and why discipleship is an important
part of this plan. We have worked through the goals of discipleship, and we have seen God’s
heart for people play out in the Bible. But tonight, | want to show you how you are part of a
much bigger plan than you may realize. Why Satan hates believers so much, and why God has
chosen to work in this way. Hang on to your hats because we are going on a ride through the
Bible.

The Bigger Picture: Establishment of the sons of God

1. Lucifer and the “sons of God”
a. Lucifer was a special creation of God — Ezek. 28:12-14

- Sealest up the sum...he was

- Full of wisdom...he was
- Perfect in beauty...he was attractive to others.
- Anointed cherub...he was commissioned by God for a special purpose.

- Lucifer's name means son of the morning, or light , and
you can see why by his very design.

b. Lucifer's commission — Ezek. 28:15a; Job 38:4, 7

- Lucifer, we learn from his design (reflecting jewels, musical instruments,
his name), had the leading role in reflecting the glory of God through light
and song throughout the universe.

- Lucifer led the angelic host, called the * of God,” to love,
honor, praise, and worship God. When he failed, he led many sons of
God (angelic host) away with him — Gen. 6; Job 1:6, 2:1, 38:7; Rev. 12:4;
Psalm 82.

C. Lucifer’s counterfeit plan — Ezek. 28:17; Is. 14:13-14
- His agenda became -exaltation.

v" 1 will ascend into heaven
v" 1 will exalt my throne above the stars of God
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v I will sit upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides

of the north
v I will ascend above the heights of the clouds
v' 1 will be like the Most High

- The results of Lucifer’s fall
v' He lost his ...though he still possesses more power
than any other created being — Job 41.
v He lost his throne on Earth in Eden...though he is still the god of this
world — 2 Cor. 4:4.
v He lost his name (“light-bearer” to “adversary’)...though he still
transforms himself into an angel of light — 2 Cor. 11:14, Jude 1:4.

2. Adam, “the son of God”
a. Adam was a special creation of God — Gen. 1:26; 2.7

- He was called son of God, a title he shares exclusively with
God’s own perfect son, Jesus Christ — Luke 3:38; 1 Cor. 15:45-47.

- Adam was made a triune being in God’s image... in one...body,
soul, spirit — Gen. 1:26; 2:7; 1 Thess. 5:23.

- Adam walked with God in fellowship — Gen. 2:16-20; 3:8.

b. Adam had a special commission from God the fall — Gen. 1:28

- He was to be fruitful, , and replenish the Earth, but he
could not fulfill this mission alone - Gen. 2:18.

- Through intimacy with his bride, the seed of Adam would produce sons
and daughters of God who would bear the image of . Theyin
turn would reproduce...populating the entire Earth with sons and
daughters of God that would love, honor, praise, and worship Him.

C. Satan’s counterfeit plan — Gen. 3:1-6

- His agenda was to pervert the new man and the new plan of God
v To cause man to lose the image of God (3 parts)
v To destroy Adam’s fellowship with God
v' To stop God’s plan of reproducing sons and daughters of God on
Earth
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- How he did it
v' He replaced God'’s word with the prideful ideals and concepts of
himself — Gen. 3:1-5.
v' He appealed to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life — Gen. 3:6; 1 John 2:16.

- The results of Adam’s fall

v' He died and lost the complete image of God thus
passing that loss on through his seed — Rom. 5:12.
His fellowship with God is broken — Gen. 3:9, 23-24.
Adam could not replenish the Earth with sons and daughters in God’s
image. Adam’s offspring now reproduced in Adam’s incomplete,
spiritually dead image — Gen. 5:1-3.

v
v

The Last Adam and “the sons of God”

a. Jesus Christ, called the Adam, was prophesied early on and born
into man’s world as a special creation of God — Gen. 3:15; 1 Cor. 15:45-47

- He is called the begotten of the father — John 1:14, 18;
3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9.

- Jesus was the express image of the God — Heb. 1:3;
Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4, John 14:9.

b. Anyone born “of Him” spiritually becomes a special creation of
God...a son of God.

- But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God —
John 1:12-13.

- That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born again. — John 3:6-
7

- Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God...Beloved, now are we the sons of
God - 1 John 3:1-2a.
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“lost” image of God in the sons of God — 1 John 3:8, Rom. 8:14, 19 (see 1 John
3:2b...full manifestation as a son of God takes place when a believer is
glorified...even though they are a son of God now).

- A Christian is also begotten of God (through Christ) and bears in them the
express image of God, as Christ did — Rom. 8:29.

- Through spiritual intimacy with Christ (as husband...2 Cor. 11:2), the

Christian takes that

which brought them new life (the word of

God...Luke 8:11, 1 Pet. 1:23) and reproduces “sons of God” on Earth who
will love, honor, praise, and worship God.

KEY A Christian with this understanding sees the potential in every human

being who may receive Jesus Christ and be transformed into the

son of God they were meant to be through discipleship.

- See the similarities between the mission of Lucifer and the sons of God

through Christ:

Lucifer (Ezek. 28)

Sons of God through Christ
(2 Cor. 5:17)

He was a special creation —

We are new, unique creatures —
2 Cor. 5:17; James 1:18

He sealest up the sum — We are in Him —
Col. 2:10

He was full of wisdom — We have the mind of Christ —
1 Cor. 2:16

He was perfect in -

God beautifies the meek through salvation — Ps. 149:4

He was anointed by God

We have an anointing that abideth in us — 1 John 2:27

He was designed to show forth the glory of God

We are designed to shew forth the praises of him who
called us out of darkness into his marvelous light — 1
Pet. 2:9

He was designed to lead sons of God to
worship God —

We are designed to lead others to worship God — Ps.
40:3

His name meant light bearer

We have the light of God dwelling inside of us that we
are to shine forth — Matt. 5:14-16; Php. 2:15

d. Satan’s counterfeit plan

- To keep the lost...lost and incomplete — Matthew 13:14-15.

- To keep believers from abiding and maturing through the word of God —
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1 John 2:14.
- To keep believers from their relationship with Jesus

Christ...resulting in no spiritual reproduction (fruit) — Matt. 4:8-9; 1 John 2:15;
Col. 3:1-2; 2 Cor. 4:18.

Conclusion:

Tonight, we have seen the battle that has been raging for thousands of years. We have
seen God’s plan to replace Satan with sons of God, who are lower than him, but follow Him
because they love Him. As Christians, we are all part of that plan. We are all held up as
examples of people who believe God, love God, are obedient to God even though we have not
seen him personally. We do it by faith. We believe in Jesus Christ and his death on the cross.
We believe that his resurrection was applied to our lives as we trusted in his words. This is in
direct opposition to Satan. He saw God but wanted to take his place. He wanted all God had
and thought he deserved it. Believers understand their faults and failures and know that God is
so much better than they could ever be and need savior to save them from a just death in hell.
This is the battle that has been raging and this is the battle that we are in. This is why we need
to make disciples that will live like the sons of God that they are, and reach a lost world that
needs them.



