Sunday Evening Message (Full Notes) « Revelation 4

SUNDAY EVENING MESSAGE
Part Three — “The Things That Shall Be Hereafter”

Revelation 4 — “The First Glimpse of Heaven”

Introduction
In this third section of the Book of Revelation, the scene moves from the Earth to Heaven.

This section begins the future section of Revelation, beginning with the rapture of the church in Revelation 4:1,
and concluding with the new Heaven and new Earth and New Jerusalem in Revelation chapters 21 and 22. The
word, “church” or “churches” is found 20 times in the Book of Revelation, but only once after chapter three, and
that is at the very end of the Book in Revelation 22:16, where Jesus tells John to “testify ... these things in the
churches.” In other words, the Lord tells John to make sure that this Book is recorded and given to the churches
to understand, but the events that are prophesied in this last section have nothing to do with the churches on
earth, as the Christians are removed from the earth. Notice what is written in Revelation 13:9:

"If any man have an ear, let him hear." (Revelation 13:9)

You will notice that “what the Spirit saith unto the churches” is missing. (See Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13,
& 22)

The future events that are revealed to John in the third section of Revelation are preceded by an event known as
the Rapture of the Church. Though the word, “rapture” is not found in the Bible, it is taught in several places. The
rapture was previously alluded to in the letters to the seven churches. (See Revelation 2:25; 3:10-11) Other
passages that deal with the rapture are:

"Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." - (Acts 1:11)

"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if
it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also." - (John 14:1-3)

"But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even
as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words." - (1
Thessalonians 4:13-18)

"Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption. Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
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unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord." - (1 Corinthians 15:50-58)

Enoch is a picture of the Church — “God took him” translated him — picture of the Rapture.

"And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him" - (Genesis 5:24)
Noah and his family are a picture of Israel who will be saved through the tribulation; but they must go through it.
Jewish Wedding Illustration

All the above passages deal with the Rapture of the Church, but there is another wonderful picture of this event
taken from the tradition of the Jewish Wedding. In Bible days when a marriage was arranged, the groom first
came to the bride’s home and paid the price for the bride. Then the groom would return to his father's home and
prepare a home for himself and his new bride. When all the preparations were finished, the groom would return
to pick up the bride and take her to the new home. The bride never knew when the groom was going to come,
so she had to be ready all the time. A celebration would take place for several days back at the father's house,
and then the whole procession would return to the bride's parents’ home. All of this is a wonderful picture of
Christ coming to earth (the Bride's home) and paying for our sins. He is now back in Heaven preparing a place for
us, and someday soon He will return for us and bring us to our new home in Heaven where we will celebrate for
seven years (the Marriage Supper of the Lamb). At the end of the seven years, we will return to the earth with
the Lord.

Once the Church is in Heaven, it is no longer a church but is rather a bride — the Bride of Christ.
Revelation Four and Five — The Throne Room in Heaven
Chapter Four — The First Glimpse of Heaven

l. The Passage (v. 1)

Verse one, begins and ends with the same Greek phrase (meta tauta), which means “after these things.” Itis used
here twice to emphasize the fact that there is clearly a break from the previous section.

Notice here that John both sees and hears the events taking place in this division.

John’s passage into Heaven takes place when he hears a voice “as it were of a trumpet” calling him to “come up
hither”, where he will be shown future events. It is very interesting that the voice is said to have sounded like a
trumpet, which is how the rapture is announced in both 1 Thessalonians 4:16, and in 1 Corinthians 15:52.

The mention of a “door” connects us to the invitation given to the church of the Laodiceans in the preceding
verses (Revelation 3:20), where the door apparently refers to either the door of the church, or to the individual’s
heart. Jesus does not force His way through that door, but once opened, it not only grants Him access within our
lives, but it also opens the passage for us to dwell with Him. (“he with me”; also, Luke 23:43; John 17:24; John
14:3) Jesus is “the door.” This is one of three open doors in Revelation. (also 3:8, 20) Heaven is also “opened”
again for the return of the Lord Jesus in Revelation 19:11.

"And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war." (Revelation 19:11)

"Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, | say unto you, | am the door of the sheep. All that ever came
before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. | am the door: by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." (John 10:7-9)
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John’s passage was not only a portal to the Throne Room of God, but it was also a Place for Revelation. We need
to be in the right place, and with the right Person to receive and understand His revelation.

In v. 2, John stated that he was “immediately in the spirit” (see Revelation 1:10). Here, the word, “spirit” is not
capitalized.

The following is from our class notes from Revelation 1:10:
Notice that John was “in the Spirit:”
In a general way, all saved people are “in the Spirit”.

"But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." (Romans 8:9)

But, because we still have our old nature after salvation, we can also quench and grieve the Spirit by living
in the flesh:

"Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?" (Galatians 3:3)

"This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. ... If we live in the Spirit, let
us also walk in the Spirit." (Galatians 5:16, 25)

"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints;" (Ephesians 6:18)

It is interesting that this phrase is used four times in Revelation, all referring to John, but the word “Spirit”
is only capitalized here in Revelation 1:10. (See also 4:2; 17:3; 21:10)

Here in Revelation 1:10, the meaning is that John was under the influence and control of the Spirit of God
when God gave him the vision. Robert Thomas says, “In this kind of condition the natural senses, mind,
and spirit are not operative in relation to and responsive to the natural world. God brings a man’s spirit
into direct contact with the invisible spiritual world and with the things in God’s own mind, yet in ways
accommodated to finite human perception.”?

Il. The Place (vs. 2 - 6)

Invs. 2 thru 6 we see a small glimpse of Heaven. There will be more explanation in future chapters of what Heaven
is now like, as well as what the Millennial earth and the New Jerusalem will be like.

We see a throne, with a rainbow around the throne, “in sight like unto an emerald” (green). Ezekiel described a
“bow” as a brightness around the throne, explained as the glory of God.

"And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a
sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.
And | saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his
loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, | saw as it were the appearance of fire,
and it had brightness round about. As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was
the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.
And when | saw it, | fell upon my face, and | heard a voice of one that spake." (Ezekiel 1:26-28)

The rainbow is also symbolic of God’s faithfulness to His promises. (Genesis 9:13)

' Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1-7: An Exegetical Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1992), 90.
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There were also twenty-four seats around the throne, which were for the twenty-four elders. Interestingly, the
word “seats” is the same Greek word as “thrones” (Bpovog — thronos), but in the English, God did not want these
seats to compare with the glory of His throne. There were also seven lamps of fire, which represent “the seven
spirits of God.” Out of the throne proceeds “lightnings and thunderings and voices.” (See Exodus 19:14-20 — Our
God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. See also Revelation 8:5; 11:19; 16:18)

In front of the throne was “a sea of glass like unto crystal.” There is no explanation given as what the sea
represents. The Tabernacle had a brazen laver, and the Temple had a brazen or molten sea. (1 Kings 7:23; 2 Kings
25:13; 2 Chronicles 4:2) The laver and the sea were for the cleansing of the priests.

Moses saw a “pavement” that resembled a crystal sea on the mount in Exodus.

"And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and
as it were the body of heaven in his clearness." (Exodus 24:10)

[l The Populace (vs. 2 - 8)
There are many characters in the throne room of God:

A. God — the Father is seen as seated upon the throne. Though both the Father and the Son are
seated on the throne (see Revelation 3:21), here it is assumed to be the Father as the Lamb (or
Lion) appears in the same throne room in the next chapter. Some believe that the image on the
throne is of the triune God, but this is not likely as all three members of the Godhead are
mentioned in these two chapters. The description of God is “like a jasper and a sardine stone.” In
Revelation 21:11, jasper is said to be “clear as crystal.” A sardine stone (or sardius — named for the
city of Sardis) is reddish in color. (See Exodus 28:17-21; 39:10-14; Ezekiel 28:13; Revelation 21:19-
21) In Exodus, the stones represent the twelve tribes of Israel, with the sardine stone (or sardius)
representing Reuben, the firstborn; and the jasper representing Benjamin, the youngest.

B. Twenty-Four Elders — clothed in white with crowns of gold upon their heads. There are a few
different theories as to who these elders are. Some believe that they are a special order of angels.
Others state that they represent both the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles. It is likely
that these elders exclusively are representatives of the Church Age because only the Church is
complete and in Heaven at this time. Israel is not yet saved and will not be gathered as a nation
unto the Lord in glory until the end of the seven-year Tribulation Period. Only the Church is
complete and receives rewards in the Tribulation Period at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (See 1
Corinthians 3: 10— 15; also, Romans 4:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10) There is no record of angels receiving
crowns. The following is from our class notes from Revelation 2:10 regarding crowns:

The Bible speaks specifically of five “crowns” that are awarded to faithful believers:?
1. Striver’s Crown / Incorruptible Crown (I Corinthians 9:24, 25)

"Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown; but we an incorruptible.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-25)

2. Soulwinner’s Crown / Crown of Rejoicing (I Thessalonians 2:19; II Corinthians 1:14;
Philippians 4:1; Luke 15:7, 10)

2 Phil Erickson, “Bible Doctrines | Notes” (Theology), unpublished class notes, Vision Baptist College, 12.
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"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
at his coming?" (1 Thessalonians 2:19)

3. Soldier’s Crown / Crown of Righteousness (Il Timothy 4:6-8)

"For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight, |
have finished my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing." (2 Timothy 4:6-8)

4. Sufferer’s Crown / Crown of Life (James. 1:12; Revelation 2:10)

"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that love him." (James 1:12)

5. Shepherd’s Crown / Crown of Glory (I Peter 5:4)

"The elders which are among you | exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, Neither as
being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." (1 Peter 5:1-4)

C. The “Seven Spirits of God” — represented by the seven lamps of fire. The Spirit cannot be seen
unless He is manifested in some way visibly. At Christ’s baptism, He was seen as a dove; at
Pentecost, He appeared as cloven tongues of fire. Here, he is seen as seven lamps of fire. The
following is from our class notes on the seven spirits from Revelation 1:4:

From the Seven Spirits (Revelation 1:4c)

Some believe that these are angels. However, the word, “Spirits” (mvelpa pneuma) is capitalized,
which indicates that it has traditionally been thought of to be a reference to God. The number seven
is the number of completion, fulfillment, or perfection. The number, “seven”, appears 54 times in the
Book of Revelation, which is more frequent than all the other New Testament Books combined. Here,
it is not referring to seven different Spirits but probably has to do with seven attributes of the Holy
Spirit. (See also Revelation 3:1; 4:5; 5:6)

"And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;," (Isaiah 11:2)

See also Zechariah 4:1-10 — the candlestick in Zechariah, which is said in v. 6 to represent the Holy
Spirit, has seven lamps and seven pipes.

Regarding the significance of the “seven” in Revelation, Ryrie points out:

In Revelation, there are seven churches and seven spirits (1:4), seven lampstands (candlesticks, 1:12),
seven stars (1:16), seven seals on the scroll (5:1), seven horns and seven eyes of the Lamb (5:6), seven
angels and seven trumpets (8:2), seven thunders (10:3), seven heads of the dragon (12:3), seven heads
of the beast (13:1), seven golden bowls (vials, 15:7), and seven kings (17:10).3

Notice that the Holy Spirit is before the throne of God. Phillips states:

3 Charles C. Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: King James Version, expanded ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), 1919.
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He is seen taking up a position before the throne because He is the executor of God’s purposes. Until
now, He has been the executor of God’s purposes in grace; He is now to be the executor of God’s
purposes in government. Even so, the saints of God will know nothing but grace and peace from Him.*

D. Four Beasts — full of eyes “before and behind”, which is not an indication of omniscience or
omnipresence, but does speak of their awareness and vigilance as they guard the throne. Each of
them had six wings. The four beasts were said to resemble:

1. A Lion—symbolic of strength

2. A Calf —symbolic of humble service

3. A Man —speaks of their being rational beings
4. AFlying Eagle — speaks of their swiftness

There are various interpretations regarding the symbolism behind each of these beasts. Some say that each of
the animal descriptions represent a different attribute of God. Some say, they are representatives of Christ in
each of the four Gospels: A Lion — represents Christ as King as in Matthew’s gospel; a Calf —represents the servant
as in Mark’s gospel; a Man — representative of the “son of man” as in Luke; a Flying Eagle — the divine one of
John’s gospel.

See lIsaiah 6:2-3, where similar angels are described as being “seraphims.” These angels, however, are
“cherubim”, which are described in Ezekiel 1:4-25; 10:15-20.

"The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved." (Psalm
99:1; also, Psalm 80:1)

V. The Praise (vs. 9—-11)
All praise is directed to “Him that sat on the throne.”

A. The Four Beasts — “they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which
was, and is, and is to come.” The four beasts worship the Lord for who He is.

B. The Twenty-Four Elders —when the four beasts cry out holy, holy, holy; the twenty-four elders fall
down, worship, cast their crowns, and say, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour
and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created."
(Revelation 4:11) The twenty-four elders praise the Lord for what He has done. Specifically, here
is worshipped for His creation. In chapter five, Christ is worshipped and praised for His redemption.

"Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD." (Psalm 150:6)

4 John Phillips, Exploring Revelation: An Expository Commentary (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2001), on Revelation 1:4b—
5a.
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