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Bible Study Basics — Part Four

A Brief Explanation of Dispensationalism
Introduction

A Dispensation is a period during which God deals in a particular way with man in respect to sin and man’s
responsibility. The word dispensation means “administration” and is first found in | Corinthians 9:17:

"For if | do this thing willingly, | have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is
committed unto me." (1 Corinthians 9:17)

"That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:" (Ephesians 1:10)

"If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:" (Ephesians 3:2)

Scofield defines a dispensation as: a period during which man is tested in respect of obedience to some
specific revelation of the will of God. !

One of the foremost proponents of Dispensationalism is Charles Ryrie. According to Ryrie, the sine qua non
(indispensable ingredients) of dispensationalism are as follows:

1 Israel and the Church are distinct.
"Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:" (1 Corinthians 10:32)
2 The Bible is to be interpreted literally.

Understanding specific Bible passages need to be within the context of their dispensation. For instance, the
Old Testament prophets did not understand the concept of the church within the Dispensation of Grace.
(See 1 Peter 1:10—12)

3 The underlying purpose of God in the world is the Glory of God. (See Ephesians 1:1 — 14)

"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory." (Ephesians 1:13-14)

According to Ryrie:

Dispensationalism views the world as a household run by God. In His household world God is
dispensing or administering its affairs according to His own will and in various stages of revelation in
the passage of time. These various stages mark off the distinguishably different economies in the
outworking of His total purpose, and these different economies constitute the dispensations. The

1 Scofield, C. 1. (Ed.). (1917). The Scofield Reference Bible: The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments (p. 5). New York;
London; Toronto; Melbourne; Bombay: Oxford University Press.
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understanding of God's differing economies is essential to a proper interpretation of His revelation
within those various economies.?

Dispensationalism is opposed to Covenant theology, which believes that the Church is New Testament
Israel, the Bible cannot be interpreted literally in many passages, and the underlying purpose of God is the
salvation of man.

Though dispensationalists differ as to the specific number of dispensations, seven are universally named,
though we have included eight in this list.

A. Innocence: Begins with Creation (Genesis 1:26 — 27) and ends with man’s expulsion from the Garden of
Eden. (Genesis 3:17 — 24) Man must choose to believe God’s Word or the statements of Satan. He failed
and was exiled from the garden with judgement on mankind and the earth.

B. Conscience: Begins with Cain and Abel (Genesis 4) and ends with a worldwide flood. (Genesis 7:11 — 24)
Choose to do good and not evil. Mankind failed and the flood destroyed the earth and all but eight humans.

C. Human Government: Begins with Noah (Genesis 8:20 — 22) and ends with the confusion of languages.
(Genesis 11:5 - 9) Govern for God. Man rebelled and built Babel. God confused the languages.

D. Promise: Begins with God’s call and promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1 — 7; 13:14 — 17; 15:4 — 5) and
ends with Israel’s bondage in Egypt. (Exodus 1:7 — 14; 2:23 - 24) Abraham was to go by faith to Canaan and
remain in the land and not go to Egypt. All of Jacob’s house moved to and remained in Egypt. It ended in
slavery, sin and idolatry.

E. The Law: Begins with God giving His Law to Moses (Exodus 19:1 — 8) and ends with the destruction of
Israel (2 Kings 17:1 — 18), Judah (2 Kings 25:1 — 11), and Jerusalem. (Matthew 23:37 — 39) Israel was to keep
the law. They failed to keep it and crucified the only one who did keep it. Israel was taken into Assyrian
captivity, Judah into Babylonian captivity and destruction of the first Temple, and eventually Rome
destroyed Jerusalem and the rebuilt Temple.

F. Grace: Begins with the Ascension of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:1 — 9; 2:1 — 4) and
ends with the Rapture of the Church. (1 Thessalonians 4:16 — 17; Revelation 3:10; 4:1) Man’s responsibility
was to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. God gave them up to their unbelief. (I Timothy 4:1-3; Il Timothy 4:3-
4)

G. Judgement or Tribulation: Note — this is considered by many to be a “sub-dispensation” of the
Dispensation of Grace. It begins with the Rapture of the Church (1 Thessalonians 5:1 — 3; 2 Thessalonians
2:1 — 12) and ends with the Second Coming of Christ. (Revelation 19:11 — 20:3) From the rapture to the
millennium around seven years in duration. Recognize and worship God. Men were evil and did not repent.
Utter destruction.

H. The Kingdom or Millennium: Begins with Christ’s return to the Earth (Matthew 25:31 — 34; Revelation
20:4 — 6) and ends with the Great White Throne Judgment. (Revelation 20:7 — 15) Obedience and
submission to the King and to worship Him. Feigned obedience leads to fire falling from heaven.

2 Charles Ryrie, “What Is A Dispensation?” biblecentre.org. (http://biblecentre.org/content.php?mode=7&item=814).
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