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Common Questions and Problems with discipleship 
 
Introduction: 
  
 Last week we saw the plan of God and how it will work through the making of the Sons of God. I 
hope you were as encouraged as I was and are motivated to do more for Christ! This week we look at 
some of the basic questions surrounding discipleship to get an idea of what to be looking for when we are 
discipling.  
 
Common Questions with Discipleship 
 

1) Why don’t all churches make disciples? 
 

-  The first reason is ___________, or a simple lack of understanding of discipleship – Hos. 
4:6.   
ü It’s always been done like this before. 

 
- Some pastors of good Bible churches may have trouble trusting their faithful to teach 

______________.  They may even fear that their people will grow to know more than 
them about the Bible – 2 Tim. 2:2. 

-  
ü Pastors are to teach sound doctrine. (Titus 1:7-9) 

 
- Many churches do not have sound enough Bibles, beliefs, doctrines, or pastors to have a 

sound discipleship ministry – Am. 8:11. 
 

- It can be overwhelming for a pastor to develop a plan to implement discipleship in their 
local church – Eph. 4:11-15.    

 
- Another reason many churches don’t disciple is ______________.  Traditionally, in the 

______________ way of thinking, only a pastor can hold, understand, and present the 
Bible – Mark 7:1-13. 

 
2) Why do some individuals not disciple in disciple-making churches? 

 
-  Some of the same reasons stated above for pastors/churches are the reasons some 

individuals won’t disciple in disciple-making churches. 

ü Some believe it is the pastor’s job alone to teach the truths of God and some do not 
have strong enough beliefs about the doctrines of the faith themselves – Jude 1:1-3 

 
-  Some may believe they will not be __________ to do what is asked of them – 2 Tim. 2:2.  

 
-  Some may feel inadequate.  Fears seduce their faith – 1 Tim. 1:7; Rom. 14:23. 

-  Some may have trouble making discipleship a ____________ in their life – 3 John 1:1-6. 
 

- Some are happy and ____________ to keep their Christianity to themselves – Heb. 5:12. 
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- Some are stubborn and won’t ____________ to personal accountability through 
discipleship. 1 Peter 5:5 

 
3) How do I get a disciple? 

 
-  ________ outside of the church for someone to lead to Christ and/or disciple – John 

4:34-38. 
 

-  ________ inside the church for people who have been visiting and might be interested. 
 

- Wait until Derek calls with someone who has formally requested discipleship. (Not 
Suggested!) 
 

 
Common Problems Encountered in Disciple-Making 
 

1) What happens if my disciple fails at discipleship? 
 

-  Remember, Jesus Himself had several failed discipleship relationships – John 
6:66; 17:12.   

 
- Ask yourself honestly…did I do everything I could to help them _________? – 1 

Thess. 2:7. 

ü Is your conscience clear before God? – Acts 23:1, 24:16; 2 Cor. 1:12; 2 
Tim.1:3. 
 

- If you do stop discipling with them, encourage them that “discipleship is for 
them, it’s just not for them ________” 

 
- Consider that if you continue to disciple them with their continued pattern of 

unfaithfulness, _________ will be violating the mandate of discipleship – 2 Tim. 
2:2. 

 
2) What if my disciple keeps canceling or needing to reschedule our meetings? 

 
- Speak to your disciple about making discipleship a ___________ in their life. 

 
- Consider their practical life circumstances and use good discernment when 

meeting together becomes an issue. Seek counsel from others or church 
leadership if unsure how to proceed. 

ü If you miss more than ______ days between meetings, there should be 
cause for concern. 

 
3) What if my disciple is struggling with verse memorization? 

 
-  Give your disciple an appropriate __________ of verses. Guide them in effective 

ways to memorize. 
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- If they are able to memorize their address, phone number, birth dates, and other 
information of interest to them…they will probably be able to memorize, but just 
need encouraged with it. 

 
- Consider working on memorizing with them in your meeting time itself if they are 

struggling. 
 

4) What if my disciple struggles to understand the Bible in our lessons or in their daily time with 
God? 

 
-  Encourage them to _________ down and process the meaning up to each 

punctuation mark.  Model this with them as your read verses in your discipleship 
meeting. 

 
- Discuss the when and where of their personal time with God.  Perhaps there are 

too many distractions for their time to be productive with God – Ps. 46:10. 
 
- Guide them to _________for understanding from God before they read God’s 

word and have the right heart attitude.  We must always approach God’s word 
humbly and with faith. It’s God’s book and He will open it to whoever He wills – 
Mark 11:27-33; James 1:5-7. 

 
- Read with them during your meeting time, as if it were their quiet time, and model 

for them how you might __________ the content. 
 
 

5) What if my disciple is not interested or won’t be biblically baptized or join a biblical 
church? 

 
-  These are indeed reasons to _________ discipling with them! These are 

obedience issues. 
 

6) Where is the best or recommended place to meet? 
 

-  There are benefits to meeting in your home, in their home, and out in public.   
 
7) What if my disciple does not use the King James Version of the Bible? 

 
-  This will usually work itself out over _________ as they are exposed to the 

differences in Bible versions.   

 
8) What if my disciple does not believe they can disciple someone else…even by the end? 

 
-  Encourage them to be faithful to the mission for which they have now been 

trained.  The power of evangelism and discipleship lies with God – Matt. 28:18-
20; John 21:15-17.   
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Conclusion: 

 There is no set technique for discipleship. There is no systematic way that it is done. 
Every person is diCerent. Every person has diCerent needs, diCerent lives, diCerent 
histories. As a discipler, you need to be flexible to accommodate all of those needs. All 
three of my children were brought up in our home, had the same experiences together and 
yet, each one of them is uniquely diCerent. They each have diCerent needs and diCerent 
ways of seeing the world. They have one thing in common, they love God and are doing 
their best to glorify him in this world. We ought to be striving for the same thing in our 
disciples. 


