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Four Key Goals of Discipleship Continued

Introduction:

Last week we looked at the first goal of discipleship, establishing the believer in the word
of God. We saw the critical importance of the word of God in the new believer’s life and how
God communicates through His word and how we communicate through prayer. This week we
look at the second goal of discipleship and establishing the new believer in fellowship with other
believers. This is another extremely important aspect to being a good discipler. Being in the
word of God allows the new believer to take on those characteristics of God, but living those
characteristics out in real life comes by fellowship with other believers. Let’s look at how
important this goal is.

To Establish the Believer in Fellowship with other Believers — John 13:35; 1 John
1:3,7

a. Key understandings of this goal

- There will be holes, gaps, and in a disciple’s former
relationships on Earth because of their salvation — Matt. 10:34-37; 2 Cor.
6:15-17; John 15:19 (1 John 2:15-16); 1 Pet 4:3-4, 1 John 1:3, 7.

- A disciple needs a discipler who loves them, makes them a priority, and
connects them to other believers for fellowship in the church — John
13:35; 2 Cor. 6:14.

- Fellowship = mutual association, and partnership.
We are like “fellows on a ship,” journeying through this world together.
We each other for fellowship, strength, and accountability —
Gal. 5:13; 6:10.

- Discipleship is much more than the lessons themselves. Discipleship is a
relationship at its very core! There will be times you won’t
open the lessons as you work through life’s issues (try not to let this
become the norm...some issues will work themselves out through the
lessons). You should bear your soul to your disciple — 1 Thess. 2:7-8.

KEY When a disciple becomes established in fellowship with other believers,
their spiritual growth will accelerate as they become friends with other
likeminded, mission-oriented disciples.

b. Practical ways this goal is accomplished

- Encourage your disciple to attend Bible studies and events through the
church.
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v' There are men’s/women’s ministry events, marriage retreats, soul -
winning blitzes, parades, Bible assembly projects, and much more at
Jersey Shore in which to participate.

- Go with them and seek to connect them with other believers. Be that

C. Measuring completion and growth of this goal

- You should have a bond with your disciple, and you should see them
bonding with others.

- Periodically ask your disciple to rate themselves in being established in
fellowship with other believers on a scale of 1-10 (10 being strongest).
After they give their rating, tell them where you see them on
that scale. Be loving and honest in this discussion — 1 Thess. 2:7.

Conclusion:

One of the first things that Pastor Phil did when | started coming to Jersey Shore Baptist
Church was to invite me over to his house after church. He invited me into his home, introduced me
to his family, and genuinely took an interest in me, my family, and my walk. This is what this goal is
all about, bringing that new believer into a safe space where they can grow and become part of the
family of God. Take the time this week to see where you can actively work to help someone become
part of the family of God!



