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The Model of Discipleship 
Intro. 

In the first part of this class, we looked at the Heart of Discipleship, the Need for Discipleship, and the 
Biblical Mandate of Discipleship. These lessons were focused on encouraging and inspiring you to do the 
work that God has called you to do. They were meant to motivate you (Rom. 12:1-2) to do the work of 
the Lord. As we move into the next few lessons, we are now transitioning from our motivation to go, to 
our teaching to observe all things. We will look and see what the work of the Lord is, and how we can 
accomplish his mission. 

 

1) Building God’s Church, God’s Way – Ps. 127:1; Mat. 16:18; Acts20:28 
 

• NOT based on man’s ways or traditions – Gen. 11:2-4; Mark 7:1-13 

- Our labor is in vain if we do this work in our own power using our own 
traditions. This will not work! We must build according to the master’s plan! 

 
• NOT following “methods” of man’s wisdom – Pro. 14:12; 1 Cor. 8:9 

 
2) Understanding the Work of the Lord – Jn. 17, 1 Cor. 15:58; Eph. 4:12 

• Jesus tells his disciples what truly sustains him – Jn. 4:34 

• Jesus states that his work is finished – Jn. 17:4 

• Jesus explains his work in great detail – Jn. 17:6, 8, 14, 18, 20 

- Evangelism – Jn. 17:6 
 

- Edification – Jn. 17:8, 14 
 

- Equipping – Jn. 17:18 

 
3) The Biblical Mandate – Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 

• Acts 1:8 The Model of Evangelism 

DISCIPLESHIP 
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• The Model of Discipleship 

- Soul Winning Alone vs. Making Disciples Jesus’ Way 

4) Defining Biblical Discipleship 

- A disciple (noun) – A LEARNER; a follower; an adherent to the doctrines of another. 

(Matt. 4:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:1) 

- To disciple (verb) – To TEACH; to train and bring up; to convert to doctrines or 

principles. (Prov. 22:6) 

- What is biblical discipleship? – A mature disciple having a genuine and sound 

relationship with Jesus Christ, sharing that same life and knowledge with another – 

(Jn. 13:34-35, 15:12) 

5) The Difference between salvation and discipleship 

- Christ’s invitation at salvation is, “Come UNTO me” (Matt. 11:28) 
Christ’s call to discipleship is, “Come AFTER me” (Matt. 16:24) 
 

- Salvation is about the cross of Christ…What he did for us (Matt. 16:24) 
Discipleship is about our OWN cross…what we should do for us/others (Matt. 16:22-
24) 
 

- The salvation decision is made ONCE (Jn. 6:37-40, 10:27-28; Rom. 10:9-10) 
The discipleship commitment is made DAILY (Lk. 9:23) 
 

- Salvation is a SURE thing (Jn. 5:24; Rom. 8:28-30, 33-39) 
Discipleship has a high risk of FAILURE (Lk. 14:25-33; 2 Tim. 2:2; Prov. 20:6) 
 

- Salvation is about GRACE (Jn. 1:12; Eph. 2:8-9) 
Discipleship is about WORKS (Eph. 2:10; Phil. 2:12-13) 
 

- Eternal LIFE is the result of salvation through Christ alone (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 6:23) 
Eternal REWARDS are the result of being a faithful disciple (1 Cor. 3:11-15) 
 

- Not every believer is a disciple, but every disciple is a believer! 
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Conclusion: 

We should never forget that God is way smarter than we sometimes give him credit for. We 
miss how wise he truly is and how he has laid out his plans for us to follow. He wrote these 
things out in his word, and he has made it very easy for us to follow if we will just take the time 
to allow him to teach us. Jesus had a mission, to manifest God and his word to us. We have a 
mission, to manifest the word of God and Jesus Christ to the world. He gave us the plan to do 
this and made it simple, teach others to go and teach others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


