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Sunday Morning Message
January 5, 2025

Vision Day Message

“One Another”

Text — Hebrews 10:19 - 25

Congregational Reading — Hebrews 10:19 - 25

"19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a
new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;
21 And having an high priest over the house of God,; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is
faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." (Hebrews 10:19-
25)

Introduction

Our theme for 2025 is “One Another.” | realize that the statement “one another” seems a
little incomplete by itself, but as we attach this noun phrase to the verbs that often precede
itin the New Testament, we will get an idea of what it means to be a “one another” church.

Love One Another

"34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you,
that ye also love one another." (John 13:34)

"12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved you. ... 17 These
things | command you, that ye love one another." (John 15:12, 17)

"8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath
fulfilled the law." (Romans 13:8)

"9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that | write unto you: for ye yourselves are
taught of God to love one another. (1 Thessalonians 4:19)

"22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:"
(1 Peter 1:22)

"11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another. ... 23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment." (1 John 3:11, 23)

"7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of
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God, and knoweth God. ... 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another. 12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in
us, and his love is perfected in us." (1 John 4:7, 11-12)

"5 And now | beseech thee, lady, not as though | wrote a new commandment unto thee,
but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another." (2 John 1:5)

Prefer One Another

"10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another;" (Romans 12:10)

Receive One Another

"7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”
(Romans 15:7)

Admonish One Another

“14 And | myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness,
filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another." (Romans 15:7, 14)

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord." (Colossians 3:16)

Salute One Another

"16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you." (Romans
16:16)

Greet One Another

"20 All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss." (1 Corinthians
16:20)

"12 Greet one another with an holy kiss." (2 Corinthians 13:12)

"14 Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ
Jesus. Amen." (1 Peter 5:14)

Serve One Another

"13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty,; only use not liberty for an occasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one another." (Galatians 5:13)

Forbear One Another

"2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
(Ephesians 4:2)
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"13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.” (Colossians 3:13)

Forgive One Another

“32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Ephesians 32)

Teach One Another

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord." (Colossians 3:16)

Comfort One Another
“18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words." (1 Thessalonians 18)
Edify One Another

"11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do."
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Exhort One Another

"13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin." (Hebrews 3:13)

Consider One Another

"24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." (Hebrews 10:24-25)

Be Kind One to Another

"10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another;" (Romans 12:10)

"32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Ephesians 4:32)

Submit One to Another
"21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God." (Ephesians 5:21)

"5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one
to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to
the humble." (1 Peter 5:5)

Be Truthful One to Another



"9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;"
(Colossians 3:9)

Confess Your Faults One to Another

"16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." (James 5:16)

Pray One for Another

"16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." (James 5:16)

Use Hospitality One for Another
"9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.” (1 Peter 4:9)

That is a lot of “one another’s.” Throughout the early part of the year, we will be preaching
messages on many of these aspects or characteristics of “one another” ministry.

The characteristics of a one-another ministry is connectedness and intimacy; it involves
kindness, consideration, and caring; it involves co-laboring and serving together; it involves
instruction, edification, and sometimes admonishment or rebuke; it involves tolerance and
forgiveness; more than anything else, it involves love.

It also increases accountability. It is much harder to hide in a smaller group than itisin a
large congregation.

This is the type of ministry that we see in the New Testament.

Christianity has gotten away from this type of ministry; it has evolved into massive, mega
congregations with performance-based entertainment and lectures. The average Christian
today is not involved in the ministry; he is a mere spectator.

To be sure, there were occasions in the New Testament where Jesus or one of his disciples
preached to multitudes, but much of the ministry illustrated in the New Testament was
more intimate’ it was closer. It was Jesus with a small group of disciples, or the early church
meeting in homes.

"13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they
came unto him. 14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he
might send them forth to preach,"” (Mark 3:13-14)

In the Book of Acts, Luke includes the phrase, “house to house.”

"46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart," (Acts 2:46)

Though the number of believers in the first century had reached many thousands, the
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logistics of not having any church buildings at this period of history along with the
increasing persecution that believers faced in the first century would hinder or preclude
large public gatherings. Paul refers in Acts 20:20 to both public teachings and private
instruction in homes:

"20 And how | kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and
have taught you publickly, and from house to house," (Acts 20:20)

The public teaching was in the synagogues (Acts 19:8) and in the School of Tyrannus (Acts
19:10), but the house teaching was probably in house churches, which would logistically
be limited to small groups of believers.

It is impossible logistically to minister effectively to large groups of people.

Our church is growing. We have reached the 200 number as far as different individuals
who will attend the church on a weekly basis. But if we are going to be able to do all that
God would want us to do, we will have to have many churches or small groups within the
church, where people can get to know each other better, and help each other grow in their
faith and knowledge, and increase in their ministry effectiveness.

Right now, we have several groups within the church. There are five adult Sunday school
classes. We also have the Noon Zoom prayer meeting, which is an online group made up
of people, mostly from our church, who regularly meet together via Zoom for a short
devotion and time of prayer. The Tuesday evening Bible institute classes also provide a
small group atmosphere. The early Sunday service is also a small group within the church
that is more intimate than the later service. The Daughters of the King ministry is a smaller
group as is the Omega group for senior adults. Even the hiking ministry provides an
opportunity for people to fellowship and minister to each other.

lllustrate - Bob Fenton and | have been meeting for prayer at the church for years on
Saturday morning at seven and lately have moved our little prayer meeting to the Bakery
in Smithville. Wayne Lewis joined us this past week. We will be encouraging others to join
our little group.

This year, we will try to maximize the effectiveness of these small groups and try to get
more people involved in at least one of them.

You see, the goal is somewhat opposite of what it once was. In the past, we were trying to
get as many people into the church building as possible so that we could count their noses
and rejoice in the large number of Christians herded together into one place. Now,
however, we will be trying to get as many people involved in these smaller groups within
the church where people can really be useful as well as blessed from this “one another”
type of ministry.



We will still be having church services as normal on Sunday mornings and evenings, and a
corporate Bible study on Wednesday evenings, but there will also be many small-group
opportunities that everyone will be encouraged to participate in.

Transition — As we launch into this new year and begin to develop this new theme for our
church, let’s briefly examine today’s text from the Book of Hebrews to see what it will teach
us regarding the responsibilities that we have to “one another.”

"24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." (Hebrews 10:24-25)

| guess we should back up to verses 22 - 23:

"22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)"
(Hebrews 10:22-23)

We are supposed to draw near, meaning we are to get closer to God and to be more firmly
entrenched in His will. And, we are supposed to hold fast to our profession, meaning that
we are not to fall away from God’s will and ruin our testimony; our profession
(opoAoyiav from opoAoyia —homologia —the testimony of our faith based both upon what
we say and do):

"12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called,
and hast professed a good profession[G3671] before many witnesses." (1 Timothy 6:12)

l. Consider One Another

To Consider (katavo@uev from katavoéw — katanoed) means to observe and understand,
and to focus upon. We often admonish people to worry about themselves, which is a good
thing for them to do also, but we see here that God wants us to also keep our eyes on
other people, looking out for their welfare.

1. Provoke One Another

Our consideration need to be intimate enough that we are provoking one another
(mapotuopov from mapofuoudc — paroxysmos), which means we are to push one another;
encourage one another. This word provoke really carries the idea of creating friction; to be
irritating. We have been tasked by God to be irritating one to another, if necessary, to help
each other to stay in the center of God’s will.

lllustrate — This is often where we lose people. Many people do not like when things get
uncomfortable. They other do not like to be provoked or encouraged to do something, or
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to stop doing something, and instead of yielding to what is right, they bail out.
A. To Love One Another

We are to provoke people to love (aydannc from ayann — agape). As believers, we are
commanded by God to love a lot of people: our neighbors, our enemies, but especially to
love one another.

B. To Serve God and One Another

Good (kaA®v from kaAoc — kalos) works (€pyov — ergon) — We are to do good to one
another, and to the world generally. We are supposed to be helping people out there in
the world, but we are especially supposed to be helpful to each other.

I1l.  Gather with One Another

We cannot consider one another, and we cannot provoke one another unto love and to
good works, if we do not get together. God wants us to gather often. The early church
gathered daily. In 2025, we will be encouraging you to participate in the corporate church
services with the entire church body, but we will also be encouraging you to get involved
in a small group within the church.

IV. Exhort One Another

Exhorting (mapakaAoUvteg from mapakaléw — parakaled) means to comfort, encourage,
strengthen, and instruct. The Holy Spirit has been called the Paraclete —the one who comes
alongside the believer to help him. As individual believers, we have been commanded by
God to come alongside of each other to help them fulfil God’s will for their lives, and to
help them navigate through the difficult through the dark days.

It is easier to fulfil these responsibilities in a smaller group of people than it is within a large
congregation.

Conclusion

You will notice that this passage clearly teaches that this commitment that we have to each
other is to not diminish as time goes on but is supposed to increase and intensify as we get
closer to the return of Christ.

| want to encourage you as we begin this new year of ministry in 2025, to “consider one
another.” Join one or more of the many small groups within the church, and find some
people that you can consider, and that can consider you.



