Saturday Evening Message (Sunday Services Cancelled Due to Impending Snowstorm)
January 24, 2026

Quit Your Bellyaching! - Murmuring at Marah

Theme — Complaining, Murmuring

Text — Numbers 11; Exodus 15; Exodus 16:1 - 8

Congregational Reading — Numbers 11:1 -3

"1 And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and
his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them
that were in the uttermost parts of the camp. 2 And the people cried unto Moses; and
when Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire was quenched. 3 And he called the name of
the place Taberah: because the fire of the LORD burnt among them."” (Num 11:1-3)

Introduction

The historical context of these Old Testament Books of the Law (or Pentateuch) is the
wilderness wanderings of the people of Israel as they travelled from Egypt before entering
the Promised Land.

In our text today, we will see that this congregation of Israel was not always happy about
their circumstances and had often been guilty of griping and complaining when things were
not going as well as they thought they should.

Back in Exodus fifteen, the people were at first praising the Lord for delivering them out of
Egypt, but toward the end of the chapter we see that they complained because they were
thirsty (read all of Exodus 15). Did they think God had miraculously delivered them out of

Egypt, only to allow them to die of thirst in the desert? Notice that they complained against
the leader God had given them. They blamed Moses.

In Exodus 16, the people are complaining because of a lack of food (see Exodus 16:1 — 8).

Notice in this case that the people stated that they were better off as slaves back in Egypt.
God was compassionate toward their complaint and provided manna for them to eat.

In both early cases, God did not judge them for their complaints, but as time goes by, God
will not be so merciful. This congregation of Israel was relatively new in their experience of
trusting God, but after God had delivered them and provided for them repeatedly, they
should have gotten to the place where they trusted Him.



You may be new in your relationship with God and because of that God may cut you a little
slack when your faith is small, but there are many in this room who have been walking with
God for many years and should be to the place by now where they trust Him.

Note - Have you gotten to the place in your Christian walk where you can trust the Lord?
Most of our complaining is rooted in a lack of faith.

In Numbers 11:1 — 3, we see the people of God complaining, which greatly displeased the

Lord, and caused His judgement to fall upon them. During this time of wilderness
wandering, griping is one of the most frequent triggers of divine judgment.

Here, we cannot be exactly sure what the cause of their complaint was. In verses four and
following, we have what seems to be a new complaint regarding the food God supplied for
them but could very well be the details of the complaint spoken of in verses 1 — 3.

In verse four and following the people are tired of the manna that God had supplied them
with every day and were lusting for meat (read vs. 4 — 23; 31 —33).

Keep in mind, the Lord was not angry with His people in any of these examples because
they desired things, or because they asked Him for things. He was angry because they
complained about it, and because they were not willing to wait for Him to supply what He
already knew that they needed.

Unfortunately, they do not learn their lesson here in chapter eleven. In chapter twelve,
Aaron and Miriam are complaining about Moses because of the woman that he had chosen
for a wife (see Numbers 12:1 - 16).

In Numbers 13, God sends one representative of each of the twelve tribes of Israel into
Israel, the Land of Promise. They were supposed to go in and see how wonderful the land
was, and to bring back a report to the rest of the congregation so that they would be
excited and encouraged as they anticipated entering it (see Numbers 13:17 — 25).

They did see how wonderful the land is, but they also saw the obstacles that were in the
land (see Numbers 13:26 —33). Ten of the twelve spies came back and told the rest of the

congregation that it would be impossible for them to enter in; that God could not defeat
the people of Canaan.

Then the congregation really began complaining (see Numbers 14:1 —4).




This time, however, God would punish the entire congregation for their murmuring against
Him (see Numbers 14:26 — 35). As a result of their lack of faith in God, the entire
congregation of Israel: all those over the age of twenty would be forced to wander in the

wilderness for another forty years. They could have been in their new home right away,
but because of their lack of faith; because of their negativity; because of their griping and
complaining, they would be forced to spend the rest of their lives missing out on the great
victory God had planned for them.

Conclusion

God had a wonderful life of victory planned for His people in the land of Canaan, which a
whole generation missed out on, because of a lack of faith in God, which resulted in their
murmuring and complaining against Him. They missed out on God’s best for them because
they refused to stop and think about all that God had done for them in the past and then
consider that the God who had begun a good work in them back in Egypt was going to
perform it until He had brought them into the Promised Land.

The Land of Canaan for Israel is a picture of the Spirit-filled, abundant, and victorious life
that God has planned for each of His children. Unfortunately, many of us never enter into
that wonderful life of blessing, because we never trust God enough to stop complaining
about the journey.

God’s People — Quit Yer Bellyaching! Trust God!

1. You are doing a whole lot better than you deserve.

2. You will do a whole lot better than you are now, if you could just learn to trust God.
Let God have His will and His way in your life. God has a plan for you that includes
the circumstances that you are in right now. It is human to complain, but it is spiritual
to trust God with your life.

3. Understand that God is working all things together for your good and His glory. And
it is really all about His glory, anyway (Quote Romans 8:28).

4. Instead of complaining — pray. It is perfectly OK for you to bring your circumstances
to God.

5. Instead of complaining — seek counsel from the Word of God.
6. Instead of complaining — fix the problem.

7. Instead of complaining — praise God for His many blessings.
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