Sunday Morning Message

April 18, 2021

1 John 2:18 — 29 — Preparing For His Appearing
Part Two — Living Alertly in the Last Days
Series — 1%, 2"%, and 3™ John

Text— 1 John 2:18 - 29

Congregational Reading — 1 John 2:26 - 29

Introduction

In the first fourteen verses of this chapter, John asked the questions: “Are you
Living Proof of a Genuine Faith, or Are You Merely a Professor of Faith?” Is your
faith real?

Verses 15 — 29 of chapter two are all designed to prepare us for meeting the Lord.
Look at verse 28:
“And now, little children, abide in him, that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.” (1 John 2:28)

We who are saved are going to meet the Lord — face to face — someday, perhaps
very soon. It may be through death, but it is also extremely possible that the Lord
will be returning to this earth within our lifetime to take away His Bride, the Church.
When we get to Heaven, it will be nothing like where we are living right now. What
John is telling us in this second half of chapter two, is that we need to start moving
away now from what we know from this world, and start getting used to what lies
ahead for us in Heaven.

Last week, we look at the first step in Preparing for His Appearing is Leaving This
World While We are Still Living in it. (Read vs. 15 — 17) John emphasizes the need
for our separation from things that are inconsistent with who we are in Christ and
where we are heading in eternity. John tells us in vs 15 — 17 that we are going to
have to break off the love affair that we are having with this world system.
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Jesus said in the model prayer: "... Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in

heaven, so in earth."” (Luke 11:2)



Our life here on earth should be more like Heaven than it is like earth. We need to
detach ourselves from the mindset of earth, and saturate ourselves in the things
that are eternal.

Transition

And, now in vs. 18 — 29, he tells us that will need to silence or cut off the many
voices of the Devil and devils, along with those human voices that are speaking their
lies. Ultimately, what we are doing, is we are embracing the truth of life in another
world: one that is eternal; one that is without the lies of Satan; one that is devoid of
the wicked and sinful pleasures that this world is constantly trying to push on us.

In today’s message, which is Part Two of Preparing for His Appearing, we will
examine some of the characteristics that are consistent with Living Alertly in the
Last Days.

. The Presence of Many Liars (vs. 18 — 23)

Here John warns believers about the many lying voices in the world that are
working against the truth of the Word of God. He calls them antichrists. In vs, 1, he
declares that anyone that denies the Father and the Son is an antichrist.

Notice that many of these antichrists were at one time associated with believers —
v. 19 — they went out from us.

These were never genuine believers, but they were at one time associated with a
church. Judas Iscariot walked with the Lord and was part of that first group of
disciples, but He was also an antichrist.

Interesting Note — Some think that he is the Antichrist:

1. When he died, the Bible says that he went to his own place (Acts 1:25)
2. Antichrist is the only person in the entire Bible besides Judas that Satan
enters into. (John 13:27)



3. Judas and Antichrist are both referred to as “the son of perdition” (John
17:12; 2 Thessalonians 2:3)

When people, especially new believers, read this passage, they may get a little
nervous. They wonder if these liars were once part of a church, is it possible that |
could be one of these antichrists. No true believer would fit into this category, but
not everyone who is part of a church is a true believer. A true believer is one who
recognizes Jesus as the Son of God, and God the Son who became a man in the
flesh so that He could suffer and die for the sins of the world. A true believer has
recognized that it is only through Jesus Christ that sins can be atoned, and they
have personally received that atonement gift.

A true believer who has been grounded in the Truth of the Word of God knows the
Truth, and is able to spot a liar. Notice in v. 20, a true believer has “an unction from
the holy one.” This is the same word (xplopa — Accusative Sindular Neuter) that is
translated “anointing” in v. 27.

This anointing comes from the indwelling Holy Spirit who will guide the true
believer into all truth:

"(13) Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:
and he will shew you things to come." (John 16:13)

"(26) But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you." (John 14:26)

So, if you are genuinely saved, it is impossible for you to be duped by the lies of an
antichrist. Jesus said:

"(31) Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; (32) And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free. ... (36) If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed." (John 8:31-32, 36)



One commentator put it like this: “True Christians have a built in lie detector and
persevere in the truth. Those who remain in heresy and apostasy manifest the fact

that they were never genuinely born again (cf. v. 19).”?

Jesus said that true believers are immune from the sometimes very persuasive
arguments of the decievers:

"(24) For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect.”" (Matthew 24:24)

In the world that we are living in today, there are many loud voices who have been
blinded to the Truth by the Devil. Paul stated in 2 Corinthians:

"(3) But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: (4) In whom the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them." (2
Corinthians 4:3-4)

These folks who are blind themselves, are leading others in their lies. Jesus referred
to these folks as “blind leaders of the blind” (Matthew 15:14). Both the liars and the
ones who have believed their lies will end up in the ditch, and tragically, this ditch is
Hell.

Il.  The Promise of Eternal Life (vs. 24 —27)

John now assures these believers that the life that is in them, is real and it is
eternal. John will further teach this in chapter five:

"(10) He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that
God gave of his Son. (11) And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son. (12) He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath

not the Son of God hath not life. (13) These things have | written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eternal life,
and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God." (1 John 5:10-13)

! John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 1967.
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John also gave assurances of salvation in His gospel:

Turn to John 3:14 - 21

"(14) And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted up: (15) That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
eternal life. (16) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (17) For God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved. (18) He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God. (19) And this is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil. (20) For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved. (21) But he that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God." (John 3:14-21)

Also in John 10:

"(27) My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: (28) And | give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand. (29) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. (30) | and my Father are one."
(John 10:27-30)

This assurance of eternal life, is all because of the presence of the indwelling Holy
Spirit of God (v. 27). He is the anointing which we have received and remains or
lives in us. He has sealed Himself into us.

"(30) And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption."” (Ephesians 4:30)

lll.  The Prodding to Continue Living in Him (vs. 28 — 29)

Because we have been saved, and because the Holy Spirit of God remains in us,
John concludes this chapter by encouraging us to keep going in the Christian life.



Turn to John 15:1 — 11 — in these verses, we see many different forms of the word

that is translated “abide” in vs. 24, 27, and 28. These are all forms of the verb pevw
(mend), which means abide, remain, dwell (or live), and continue. If you are saved,
you are “in Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:17), meaning you abide or remain in Him; but
God also wants us to desire to keep living “in Him” and having Him live in us. (Read
vs. 1—11)

Notice finally in verse 29 - There are two different words for “know” here. The first
- €lb6fite — means to come to a realization. It implies the question — do you know? Or
have you seen or realized? The second — “ywwokete” — means “I know” The
thought is that if you have come to the realization that Christ is righteous, then you
have full understanding (or know with surety; know intimately) that righteous
people are born of him. The word “yeyevvntal” (is born) carries the idea of bearing
the resemblance of someone. Because we know Christ, we can also see Christ’s
resemblance in others who are born of Him.

Conclusion

These verses that we have examined today contain a great encouragement to those
of us who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. We are in Christ, and He is
in us. We possess in the present tense eternal life. We have an unction (an
anointing), which comes from the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit of God,
which assures us of our salvation, but also alerts us to the many lies being told in
our world today by the many antichrists.

These verses should also serve as a warning to those of you who might yet be
undecided and uncommitted about Christ. What you have heard today is the Truth.
Jesus is God. He did come to this earth in the flesh as the Godman. He did die on
the Cross of Calvary for your sins, and He is coming again to receive all of those that
are His. If you have not yet received Him as Saviour, you need to do so immediately,
because if you don’t, you may just fall prey to the lies of the antichrists out there.
Without the indwelling Holy Spirit, you may just come to believe all of the junk this
world is spewing out. But if you trust Christ who is Truth as your Saviour, you will be
freed from being deceived.



Translation Work

1John 2:18

"Noudia, Eoxatn wpa £oti:

Little Children (Voc.), / very last / hour, time /it is

Moudia = as compared to tékvov; éoti = Pres. Ind. 3™ Per. Sin.

Exegetical Comments - €éoxdtn = very last time — the last of the last time; at the very end.
Kol KaBw¢ RKOUOoATE OTL O AVTLXPLOTOG EPXETOLL,

and / just as, as / you all have heard / that / the antichrist / he comes, is coming
AkoUoate = Aor. Act. Ind. 2" Per. Pl.; épxetal = 3™ Per. Sin. Pres. Mid. Ind. Dep.
Exegetical Comments = €pyetat is middle in form but active in meaning

Kat viv avtiyplotol moAAol yeyovaoly;

and, even / now / antichrists (Pl.) / many / have arisen (Rogers)

yeyovaoy = Perf. Ind. Act. 3. Per. PI.

00gv ylvwokopev OTL £éoxatn Wpa éotiv.” (1 John 2:18 TR)

therefore, for this reason / we know / that / time, hour / is

ywwokopev = 3" Per. Pl. Pres. Ind. Act.

Exegetical Comments — Because many antichrists have come, we now know that it is the last time.

Little children, it is the last time: and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists
have arisen; hence we know that it is the last time.

Exegetical Comments — If it was the very last time in John’s day, what must it be today.
1 John 2:19

"¢€ AUMV £ERABOV, GAN’ 0UK Roav £€ AUGIV-

Out of, from, by / of us / they went out, / but / not / they were / out of, from, by / of us
¢€iiABov = Aor. Ind. Act. 3 Per. Pl.; Roav = Imp. Ind. 3 Per. P

gl yap Roav €€ UGV, peEPEVAKELOQVY BV PED’ ARGV

if / for / they were / out of, from, by / of us, / they had remained / with / of us
Hepevikeloayv = Plu. Ind. Act. 3" Per. Pl.; &v - a particle adding an element of indefiniteness to a clause,?
AaAN tva pavepwB@DoLY OTL 0UK gioiv avteg €€ NUWV." (1 John 2:19 TR)

but / in order that / they be revealed / that / not / all / out of, from, by / us
davepwbBGoLv = Aor. Pas. Subj. 3™ Per. PI.

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they were of us, they definitely would have remained
with us: but they went out that they be revealed that they were not all from us.

2 David Alan Black, Learn to Read New Testament Greek, 3rd ed. (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2009), 247.
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Exegetical Comments — “they went out” inserted by KJ translators, but omitted in the Greek. “definitely” (“no
doubt” KJV) also inserted because of av provided for added indefiniteness.

1John 2:20
"Kal UMETG xplopa €xete ano 1ol ayiov, kat otdate mavra." (1 John 2:20 TR)

And / you all / an anointing / you have / from / the holy (adj. — no antecedent), / and / ye know / in every way,
wholly, all

gxete = Pres. Act. Ind. 2" Per. PI; oidate = Perf. Act. Ind. 2"°. Per. PI.

And you have an anointing with the holy one, and understand everything.

1 John 2:21

"ouk Eypaya UMiv, OTL OUK otdate tHv AAnBeLay,

Not / | have written (1 John 2:14) / to you / that, because / not / ye know / the truth
gypaya = Aor, Act. Ind. 1%t Per. Pl; oiSate = Perf. Act. Ind. 2"9. Per. PI.

AAN’ OtL oidarte avTV, Kat otL nav Pebidog £k thi¢ dAnBeiag ovk £otl.” (1 John 2:21 TR)

but / that, because / you all know / her, the same truth (antecedent &AnBeiag (Fem.) / and / because / each,
every, all, whole / lie, deception (Nom) / from / the truth (Gen) / not / is

otdate = Perf. Act. Ind. 2"¢. Per. PI.

| have not written to you all not because you do not know the truth, but because you all know it (the truth),
and every lie is not of the truth.

1 John 2:22

"Tig €éotwv 0 YPevoTnG,

Who, which, what, why /is / a liar,

€l uN 0 dpvoupevog 0tL'Incolc oUK £0TLV 0 XPLOTOG;

but-/net except / who denies / that, because / Jesus / not / is / the Christ

el un - if not, except (Rogers) Pres. Mid. Part. Dep. Nom. Sin.; dpvoUpuevog = Pres. Mid. Part. Nom. Sing. Masc.
0UTAC £0TIV O AVTiXPLOTOC, O APVOUHEVOC TOV ItaTépa Kai TOV uidv" (1 John 2:22 TR)

This / is / the antichrist / who denies / the father/ and / the son

apvoupevog = Pres. Mid. Part. Nom. Sing. Masc.

Exegetical Comments — according to Rogers, if one rejects the Son, he also rejects the Father.

Who is a liar, except he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is the antichrist, who denies the Father and
the Son.

1 John 2:23

"Nag 0 ApvoUHEVOG TOV UiOV 0USE TOV natépa €xet:" (1 John 2:23 TR)

Each, every, all, whole / he who denies / the son / and not, nor, not even / the father /he has
Everyone who denies the son, neither has the Father.

Exegetical Comments - The KJ translators inserted in English what is implied but not implicitly stated in Greek.
In order to have the Father, you must receive (acknowledge) the son.
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1 John 2:24

"Opelg oUV 0 AKoLoaTE A’ ApXiG, €V UUIV PEVETW.

You all / therefore / you have all heard / from / the beginning, / in / to you / let it remain
AkoUoate = Aor. Act. Ind. 2" Per. Pl.; uevétw = Pres. Imp. Act. 3™ Per. Sin
Therefore, let it remain in you, what you have heard from the beginning.
€av év UMV peivn 0 an’ apxiig NKkovoarte,

if /in / you / it remains / from / the beginning / ye have all heard

ueivn = Aor. Sub. Act. 3™ Per. Sin.; AkoUoate = Aor. Act. Ind. 2" Per. PI.
and if what you have heard from the beginning remains in you,

Kol UUETG €V TR VIR Kai év T® matpl peveite” (1 John 2:24 TR)

then /you all /in the / son / and / in the father / you all will remain
Hevelte = Fut. Act. Ind. 2" Per. PI.

you all will remain in the father and the son.

Therefore, let it remain in you, what you have heard from the beginning. And, if what you have heard from
the beginning remains in you, then you all will remain in the Father and in the Son.

Exegetical Comments — This is an interesting sentence containing the imperative mood and both the Aorist
and Future tenses. The remaining (or continuing) is contingent upon the doctrine of Christ remaining in them.
This does not indicate that salvation can be lost, but it does indicate a difference between a mere profession
and true salvation.

1 John 2:25

"kat adtn €otiv N énayyeAia fv avtog énnyyeilato AUV TRV {wRv thv aiwviov" (1 John 2:25 TR)
And / this / is / announcement or promise / that / he / has promised / to us / the life / eternal
é¢nnyyeilato = Aor. Ind. Mid. 3. Per. Sing

And this is the promise that he has promise to us, eternal life. Or — Eternal life is the promise that he has
promised us.

1 John 2:26

"Talta éypaya UMV tept TOV MAavwvtwy DuaG" (1 John 2:26 TR)

This / | have written / to you / about, concerning, for (w. Acc) / deceive / you all (Acc.)
gypala = Aor, Act. Ind. 1%. Per. Pl; mAavwvtwyv = Pres. Act. Part. Acc. PI.

| have written this to you concerning them who are deceiving you.

Exegetical Comments — the verb participle has an understood subject.

1 John 2:27

"Kal UMETG, TO Xplopa O EAafete A’ autol v ULV MEVEL,

And / you / the anointing / you all received / from / of him / in / you / remains

éN&Bete = Aor. Ind. Act. 2" Per. PI. ; pével = 3. Per. Sin. Pres. Act. Ind.



And the anointing you all have received from him remains in you,

Kot oU xpeiav €xete tva Tig S16AoKn VUAG:

and / not / necessity, need (Acc.) / in order that, that / you have / teaches / you all
gxete = Pres. Act. Ind. 2" Per. Pl.; 518d&okn = Pres. Act. Subj. 3™ Per. Sing.
and you have no need that anyone teaches you:

AAN’ WG TO aUTO Xplopa SL8ACKEL UM IEPL MAVTIWY,

but / as /it / the anointing / teaches / us / about / all, every

S18diokel = Pres. Act. Ind. 3™, Per. Sing

Kol AAnB£g €oty, Kail oUK £otiv YPebidog,

and /true /is, /and not /is / a lie

Kol kaOwg €8idaev LA peveite év abt®@" (1 John 2:27 TR)

and / just as / it has taught / you (Pl.) / will remain / in / him

£6idagev = Aor. Ind. Act. 3" Per. Sing.

And the anointing that you have all received from him remains in you, and you have no need that anyone
teach you: but as the anointing teaches us about all things, and is true and not a lie, and just as it has
taught, you all will remain in him.

1 John 2:28

"Kai viv, tekvia, pévete év abT®;

And / even, now / little children / you all abide, remain, continue / in him

Hévete = 2" Per. PI. Pres. Act. Ind

va otav pavepwOi), ExOuev mappnoiav,

in order that, that / whenever / reveal, / let us have, hold / boldness

davepwOij = Aor. Subj. Pas. 3rd. Per. Sin.; Ex@duev = Pres. Act. Subj. 1t Per. PI. (Hortatory Subjunctive)
Kol U aioxuv O@pev an’ avtod év tf) napoucia avtod” (1 John 2:28 TR)

and / not / let us be ashamed / from / him / in / the presence / of him, his

aioxuvb®uev = Subj. Aor. Pas 1°t Per. PI.

Even now little children continue in him, that when he is revealed, we may have boldness, and let us not be
ashamed of him at his presence.

1 John 2:29

"€av eidfte OtL Sikodg éott,

If / you all know / that / righteous, just / he is

ibfjte = Perf. Subj. Act. 2" Per. PI.

YWWOKETE OTL A O oL@V TRV dikaoocuvnv €€ avtod yeyévvntal” (1 John 2:29 TR)

you all know / that / every, each, all whole / that does / righteousness (Acc) / of / him / is born
YWWOKETE = Pres. Act. Ind. 2", Per. PI.; mow®v = Pres. Act. Ind. Part. Nom. Masc. Sing;
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veyévvntat = Perf. Ind. Pas. 3rd Per. Sing.

If you all know that that he is righteous, you also know that everyone that does righteousness is born of
him.

Exegetical Comments — two different words for “know” here. The first - €iéfjte — means to come to a
realization. It implies the question — do you know? Or have you seen or realized? The second — “ywwokete” —
means “l know” The thought is that if you have come to the realization that Christ is righteous, then you have
full understanding (or know) that righteous people are born of him. The word “yeyévvntal” carries the idea of
bearing the resemblance of someone.

Exegetical Comments from 1 John 2:11 - 29

Before | comment specifically on any of these verses particularly, | would just like to say that | believe that this
exercise of translating directly from the Greek is very profitable, and definitely helps to illuminate nuances
from the Scripture, that bring it to life in a new and exciting way. Time did not permit exhaustive examinations
of any of these verses from 1 John, and | can see that much more could be gleaned from a more intense study;
but | was able to put the practice into great use as | studied examined other passages for the purpose of
teaching and preaching within my own congregation.

| would like to comment upon the first and last verses of this assignment:

"But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth,
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. ... If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that
doeth righteousness is born of him." (1 John 2:11, 29 KJV)

“But whoever hates his brother is in darkness, and walks about in darkness, and does not known where he
goes, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. ... If you all know that that he is righteous, you also know that
everyone that does righteousness is born of him. (My feeble attempt at translation)

Both of these verses, along with many other verses in 1 John, make emphatic declarations as to who is truly
“in Christ.” In John’s day as well as today, there were many who may have named the name of Christ, without
having experienced a genuine conversion. John offers many proofs or tests regarding true conversion.

Exegetical Comments from verse 11 — “hateth” is a present participle, indicating continuous action; “is” = is
now in darkness and is continuing to walk in darkness.

“knoweth not” = the perfect indicates that the knowing continues, which results in a continual (present) going.
According to Rogers, the going is away from something. Somebody who does not know where he is going, has
no destination, but definitely has a point from which he departed.

The thought here is that a person who continuously hates his brother or, as Thayer put it: “pursue with
hatred,” (which is indicative of action and is beyond mere feeling) is in darkness, and will continue to walk in
darkness. He is blind and continues to walk away from the truth. Note — hatred is not the cause of a lost
condition, but it is clearly a symptom of somebody who is lost, which is manifested in their continuous walk
away from the truth.

Thoughts from verse 29 - There are two different words for “know” here. The first - €idéfjte — means to come
to a realization. It implies the question — do you know? Or have you seen or realized? The second —
“yivwokete” — means “l know” The thought is that if you have come to the realization that Christ is righteous,
then you have full understanding (or know with surety; know intimately) that righteous people are born of
him. The word “yeyévvntal” carries the idea of bearing the resemblance of someone. Because we know Christ,

we can also see Christ’s resemblance in others who are born of Him.
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