Sunday Morning Message

July 20, 2025

Freed to Serve

Text — Ephesians 2:8 - 10

Congregational Reading — Ephesians 2:8 - 10

Introduction

We have been talking a lot about liberty, freedom, and grace the last few weeks. Those
three words are all tied together. It is through the grace of God and only through the grace
of God that we have been freed or given liberty.

We also learned that we are not supposed to use our liberty for ourselves; we are supposed
to use our freedom to serve God and one another:

"13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty,; only use not liberty for an occasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one another." (Galatians 5:13)

We also learned that the same grace that gave us liberty also teaches us:

"11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
(Titus 2:11-14)

Today, we will see that the grace of God that saved us, did not just save us, it changes us
and puts us to work for the glory of God.

Read Ephesians 2:8 — 10

"8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in

them." (Ephesians 2:8-10)

First, we need to be reminded and be crystal clear that the doing of the will of God through

these ordained good works is a result of the fact that we are already saved, not a cause for

our salvation. We don’t do to get saved; we do because we are saved. We can only do the

will of God because our salvation has already been done through the finished work of the
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Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary. Christ did what was necessary for me to be saved.
| didn’t do anything to get saved, except place my faith in the One that did the work — Jesus
Christ.

Salvation is “not of [my] works”, it is because of the work of Christ. Salvation, however,
does come through my faith in His work. Right around the beginning of January in 1990, |
trusted in the finished work of Jesus Christ, and | called upon the name of the Lord for
salvation, and He saved me.

All that is required for salvation is faith, belief:

"And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house." (Acts 16:31)

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." (John 3:16-
18)

"But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. ... For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved." (Romans 10:8-10, 13)

Salvation does not come through our doing; it comes through what He (Jesus) did.

However, | need to also be clear about the fact that genuine faith will result in works. In
other words, if | truly believe in God, there will be some things that | will do because of my

faith.
Read James 2:14 — 26:

"14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not
works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled;

notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth
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it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18 Yea, a man may
say, Thou hast faith, and | have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and | will
shew thee my faith by my works. 19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well:
the devils also believe, and tremble. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without
works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac his son upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect? 23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the
Friend of God. 24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also." (James 2:14-26)

James 2 teaches us that faith works, or faith does. If we truly believe there are things that
we will do, and some things that we won’t want to do. Some of things that God wants me
to do individually, he wants all his children to do; they are general things like going to
church, reading the Bible, loving our brothers and sisters in Christ, being a witness for the
Lord, etc.

However, there are also specific things that God wants me to do that He may not be asking
you to do.

Now that | am saved; because | am a child of God through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ,
there are some specific things that He wants me to do.

Ephesians 2:10 calls them ordained works, meaning works that are specifically designed by
God for me to do; or, | guess it could be said that | was specifically designed by God to do
certain things.

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:10)

Practical Thoughts Regarding Ordained Works
1 There are general things that God wants all of us to do.

God wants us all to obey His revealed will. The Word of God will tell us what God expects
from all of us. There are things that He wants us all to do (study His Word, yield to His Spirit,



gather with other believers, etc.). And there are also things that God wants all of us to stop
doing. (lying, being lazy, gossiping, lusting, coveting, etc.)

2 There are specific things that God wants you to do.
God has called me to be the pastor of Jersey Shore Baptist Church. He revealed His will
clearly to my wife and |, to Brother Dan Owens, and to Pastor Charlie Clark in a supernatural

way shortly before | graduated from Bible college back in 2001. God confirmed my call to
be the pastor through the vote of this church.

God anointed David to be the king of Israel through Samuel the prophet, and then years
later God confirmed that call through the acceptance and recognition of the people of
Israel.

3 God will put a desire in your heart for the thing that he wants you to do.

We are His workmanship. He is working in us.

"13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."
(Philippians 2:13)

"This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work." (1
Timothy 3:1)

The thing that God wants you to do will be the thing that you enjoy doing, the thing that
you are good at, the thing that you were made to do. It is the thing that He gives you a
desire to do. You really will have a tough time resisting it.

When God was working in the life of the Paul the persecutor and was resisting. Jesus said
to Him, “it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks” (Acts 9:5).

Max Lucado calls the thing that God wants you to do — “your sweet spot”.

You may have to try some different things until you discover the thing that God has for
you, but if you are open to the will of God and submissive, God will reveal to you that thing
that He created you for.

4 God will equip you to do the thing that he has called you to do.
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12 —31

Read Romans 12:1 -8

5 God will provide the means to do what He has called you to do.
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"But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
(Philippians 4:19)

6 The gifts and abilities that God has given us are to work in harmony with the
gifts that God has given others.

Read Ephesians 4:1 — 16

Your gifts and abilities are not an end in themselves, and they are not designed to bring
glory to you, they are given to you to glorify the Saviour, and to work with the other gifts
in the church to fulfil the Great Commission.

If God has given you money, use it for the Lord to get people saved. If God has given you
the ability to sing, sing for the Lord, and be sure to deflect all praise to Him. If your gift is
more public than someone else’s gift, don’t think that you are more important than they
are.

We are all just spokes in a wheel. Christ is the hub.
Conclusion

You were saved because of what Christ did for you on the Cross. Now that you are saved,
you need to find out what God has for you to do, and then do it.

Have you found your sweet spot yet? Have you discovered the thing that God has
created you to do?

You have been given liberty, set free from your sin, so that you can do something
awesome for God. Get busy!



