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Sunday Morning Message 
August 15, 2022  
The Good Shepherd 
The Gospel According to John 
Text – John 10:1 - 21 
Congregational Reading – John 10:10 - 15 

Introduction 

The context of this Good Shepherd passage seems to be immediately following the 
passage in chapter nine dealing with the man who was born blind. However, these stories 
beginning in John seven seem, on the surface, to present one continuous narrative: 

• John 7 – Jesus shows up in Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles in the 
fall and teaches in the Temple. 

• John 8 – We had the story of Jesus forgiveness of the woman who was 
caught in adultery. The religious leaders brought her to Jesus when He was 
teaching in one of the Temple courts, likely the Court of Women. He also 
delivered His I am the Light of the World discourse in chapter eight. 

• John 9 – The story of Jesus giving sight to the man born blind, which also took 
place somewhere in Jerusalem. We know that part of the story was in the 
Pool of Siloam, in the southeast corner of Jerusalem. 

• John 10 – According to vs. 22 – 23, Jesus was in the Temple at the Feast of 
the Dedication, at a place called Solomon’s Porch, which was just outside of 
the Temple grounds, but still considered the temple area (see slides): 

"And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked 
in the temple in Solomon's porch." (John 10:22-23) 

This area would become for a while the regular meeting place for Christians (Acts 3:11, 
5:12). 

The Feast of Dedication is also known as the Feast of Lights, or Hanukkah. According to 
Ryrie: “This was instituted in 165 b.c. by Judas Maccabeus in commemoration of the 
cleansing and reopening of the Temple after its desecration by the Syrian ruler Antiochus 
Epiphanes in 168 b.c. (Dan. 11:31). The date falls near the winter solstice, Dec. 22.”1 

 
1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: King James Version, Expanded ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), 
1608. 
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Keep in mind, the timeline for this event is at the end of the December preceding Jesus 
crucifixion, which would take place a few months later around April.  
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We will once again, break up this chapter in two sections, vs. 1 – 21 dealing with the 
Good Shepherd, and vs. 22 – 42, which is the passage where Jesus declares Himself to be 
one with the Father. It is probable but not definite that both sections of chapter ten took 
place in one setting.  

I. I Am the Door (vs. 1 – 10) 

Jesus gives the people a parable in vs. 1 – 6, which He then explains in vs. 7 – 10. The 
parable explains a little bit about a shepherd, his sheep, and the sheepfold.  

Note – the word for “parable” in v. 6 (παροιμίαν from παροιμία – paroimia) is not the 
typical word used for parable in the synoptic gospels (παραβολή - parabolē). This is the 
same word translated “proverb” in John 16:25 and 29, and in 2 Peter 2:22). It has the 
idea of an illustration. 

According to Boice: 

In this chapter there are two kinds of sheepfolds. The first kind of sheepfold was that 
found in the countryside. It was nothing more than a circle of rocks into which the 
sheep could be driven. There was no door, just an opening across which the shepherd 
would place his body. This is the kind of sheepfold that Jesus is thinking about when 
he says, “I am the gate for the sheep,” just a verse or so later. The other kind of 
sheepfold was more substantial. This kind was found in the towns and villages and 
consisted of a room or enclosure with a regular gate or door. Into such an enclosure 
many shepherds together would drive their flocks when they returned to the village at 
night, and at such a place at night the sheep would be in the care of a porter. In the 
morning each shepherd would come to the fold, call his sheep by name—they, 
incidentally, literally knew his voice and would respond to his call—and then lead his 
own sheep out to pasture. This is the kind of sheepfold about which Christ is thinking 
in this parable.2 

So here in this chapter, we have several characters that we need to identify. We have the 
shepherd, the sheep, the porter, and thieves and robbers. Jesus explains the meaning 
behind all these characters. He is the Good Shepherd; the sheep in this sheepfold is Israel 
(see v. 16, which refers to the addition of the church). The porter is the guy who is given 

 
2 James Montgomery Boice, The Gospel of John: An Expositional Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 2005), 737. 
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the responsibility to watch the sheep for the shepherd. The thieves and robbers are the 
false prophets and the corrupt religious leaders that only wish to exploit God’s sheep. We 
will see from this passage that thieves do not lead sheep, they steal sheep. The sheep do 
not know and follow the voice of these strangers. 

The illusion here in verses one through ten is that Jesus is leading His sheep out from the 
fold of traditional Judaism and is leading them into His church. Jesus explains that He is 
the actual doorway that will lead His people out of the fold of Judaism. 

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me." (John 14:6) 

Notice in v. 3 - 5 – the sheep hear the shepherd’s voice. He leads them out, and He leads 
them in. 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out 

of my Father's hand." (John 10:27-29) 

Notice in v. 9 – Jesus provides us with pasture, meaning that He takes care of all our 
needs.  

"But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 
(Philippians 4:19) 

Notice v. 10 – life more abundantly. This is the spirit-filled life, the life that is surrendered 
to the will of God; a life that has an eternal purpose. So many in our world, and even in 
our churches, are living for themselves, but a life that is lived for God is an abundant life, 
a joyful life, and a life with meaning. 

This illusion of a shepherd and his sheep is throughout the Scripture. Many of the familiar 
Bible characters were shepherds. Perhaps the most famous was David who loved and 
cared for his father’s sheep. David penned the 23rd Psalm: 

"[A Psalm of David.] The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 

me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
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anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever." (Psalm 23:1-

6) 

Paul used the illustration of a shepherd when addressing the elders of Ephesus: 

"And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, 
shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the 

blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 

overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know 
this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 

Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn 

every one night and day with tears." (Acts 20:25-31) 

Peter also references shepherding God’s flock. The word, “pastor,” actually means 
“shepherd.” 

"The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock 
of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but 

being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

II. I Am the Good Shepherd (vs. 11 – 20) 

There are several things that we can clearly see from this passage: 

A. The Shepherd Knows His Sheep (v. 14) 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:" (John 10:27) 

Jesus knows you better than you know yourself and He knows what is best for you. 

B. The Shepherd Provides for the Sheep (v. 9) 

He brings them into good pastures to feed them. He will also keep them from feeding on 
things that are harmful, and is disease or parasites get in, he will do what is necessary to 
help them.  
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"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you." (1 Peter 5:7) 

C. The Shepherd Protects the Sheep (vs. 11 – 13; 15) 

A hireling is only going to be there for you while it is good for them, but he will run when 
the going gets tough. 

Illustration – Church planter was called by God to go to a town but left immediately after 
the money ran out.  

Jesus will protect you from the many harmful things and people out there in this wicked 
world if you will simply listen to His voice and stay close to Him. 

Illustrate – it is the sheep who wanders too far away from the shepherd that will get 
devoured by the wolves. 

D. The Shepherd Dies for His Sheep (vs. 17 – 18) 

The Good Shepherd – the Lord Jesus Christ – died so that His sheep – you and me – could 
have eternal life. 

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us." (Romans 5:8) 

The Lord Jesus loved us enough to die for our sins. He is certainly worthy of our following 
Him.  

Conclusion 

Meet the Shepherd 

If you hear the voice of the Shepherd today, follow Him. You follow Him first by receiving 
the forgiveness that He offers you. 

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. ... 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:9-10, 13) 

Stay Close to the Shepherd – don’t wander out of His will 

Model the Shepherd – Lead like Jesus leads 

 


