Sunday Morning Message

August 18, 2024

Peter’s Ministry in Joppa and Lydda
Text — Acts 9:31-43

Congregational Reading — Acts 9:36 - 43

Introduction

In the vs. 1 — 30 of chapter nine, we studied the remarkable conversion story of one of the most
significant figures in the New Testament — The Apostle Paul. Paul was known as Saul early in the
Book of Acts and before his conversion. Before Paul was gloriously saved by the Lord on the Road
to Damascus in Syria, he was an enemy of the Church and an intense persecutor of Christians. He
was the one who supervised over the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7, and he was on his way to
Damascus to have more Christians arrested and put to death when the Lord Jesus saved him and
changed his course from being the most passionate enemy of Christians to their greatest friend.

The remainder of this chapter, from verses 32 and following, the main human character shifts
from Paul to Peter. Here in the remaining verses of chapter nine, we will examine Peter’s ministry
in Lydda and Joppa (See Map). Note — According to Acts 8:40, Philip was also evangelizing and
ministering in this area.
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l. A Rest for the Saints in Judaea (v. 31)

"Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified;
and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied." (Acts
9:31)

Remember — the church was facing severe persecution prior to this time because of Saul.

"As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and
women committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where
preaching the word." - (Acts 8:3-4)

"And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found
any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem."
- (Acts 9:1-2)

After Paul’s salvation, he became a very bold preacher of the gospel, which brought some more
attention from the Jews: this time from the Grecians (see v. 29).

Note — Grecians (Greek — Hellénistés) — these were Jews that spoke Greek, and lived, at least
partially, according to Greek customs. Paul could have been considered a Grecian because he
spoke Greek and he was familiar with the Greek culture.

Verse 31 is a transitional verse, which transfers the focus from Paul’s conversion and early
training, back to Peter who was one of the main players in the early part of the Book of Acts.

Before we begin talking about Peter and what happens in the rest of this chapter, let’s consider
a practical application of the rest spoken of inv. 31.

In the Christian life there will be battles, struggles, trials, and testings. The Christian who is trying
to live for the Lord should expect and anticipate attacks from the world, and even direct assaults
from the devil. These attacks can even come from within our own ranks, or perhaps from our
own family. God has permitted that Satan will be allowed at times to get into our life to resist the
work that God is trying to do through us.

"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." - (2 Timothy 3:12)

God allows these trials for a variety of reasons, and he is not obliged to tell us exactly why we
may be going through the trials that we are experiencing. It may be because we are going to be
a testimony to somebody else, or perhaps it is because he is trying to grow us.

"Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
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manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ:" - (1 Peter 1:6-7)

There are things that you can only learn while going through the fire.

The churches of Judaea certainly knew what it was like to go through the fire. Persecution was
very real and painful to them.

But, at least for a while, God had granted them rest.

Wiersbe said: “They seized the opportunity to repair and strengthen their sails before the next
storm began to blow!”?

Notice also that they enjoyed the rest — “they were comforted”; the rest also strengthened them
— “they were edified”; and they grew through the rest — “they were multiplied”

God allows you to go through the battle, but he also gives us rest at needed times from the battle.
Learn to enjoy it, be strengthened by it, and multiply through it. We grow during the times of
trial, but we also can grow during the restful times. The early church grew when God gave them
rest.

lllustrate — Road trip from Alaska to New Mexico.
[llustrate — Couples activity tubing on the river.

Thank God for times of rest, recreation, and refreshment. We need to accomplish what we can
and fight for what is needful in the heart of the battle but let us learn to enjoy the times that God
gives us in between battles.

[llustrate — Summer Kid’s Club just ended. In a couple of weeks, we will be right back in the thick
of it with the Back-to-School Rally, start of the school year, and all the fall programs starting back
up, but for a few days, there will be a little break in the busyness. Enjoy it; get some rest; got to
the beach; spend some time with your family.

Jesus gives us spiritual rest:

"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest." (Matthew
11:28)

In Christ, we can rest from trying to earn our way to Heaven. He did the work of salvation for us
by dying on the Cross. We can rest in His finished work of redemption.

1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 442.
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However, Jesus also desires for us to get physical rest.

"And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there
were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.” (Mark 6:31)

The Sabbath Day was given so that we could rest one day out of seven and recharge our weary
bodies.

And thankfully, God also gives us rest at times from the troubles that we face in the Christian life.
l. The Restoring of Aeneas at Lydda (vs. 32 — 35)
Notice the geography of the area in our text:

Lydda and Joppa are in the Plain of Sharon, which is an area of land that connects the
Mediterranean Sea to the mountain range surrounding Jerusalem. Lydda was a “hub city”. If you
were travelling from Jerusalem to Joppa, you might stop to eat, or to lodge at Lydda; or perhaps
you were on a trip from Egypt to Syria. Lydda was a place where you could pick up some of the
supplies you might need.

Peter was not in Lydda for travelling purposes. Lydda was one of his destinations, because there
were believers there. He was there to strengthen them in the Lord.

While in Lydda, he met a man that had been confined to a bed for 8 years, because he was “sick
of the palsy” (Greek — mapaieAvpévoc from mapaAVw - paralyd) — meaning he was paralyzed by
this debilitating disease.

We are not specifically told whether this man was a believer. Some have said that the phrase
“certain man” here indicates that he was lost, as was Tabitha (Dorca) in v. 36, who is referred to
as a “certain disciple.”

The result of this healing was that all that dwelt in Lydda and Saron (Sharon) turned to the Lord.
Sharon is the plain that extends from Mt Carmel down through Joppa and Lydda along the
Mediterranean Sea.

A practical thought from this passage is that Lydda was a place where there were some believers
who were probably faithfully serving the Lord there. | would imagine that life was routine there,
but God decided to do something big there one day, and the whole town was saved.

What if the believers there quit before Peter came to them? They would have missed out on the
big thing that God did there. (i.e. Thomas missed the post-resurrection appearance of the Lord.)

The Lord was going to need some seasoned veterans there in the town, to disciple those that
were newly saved because of the healing.



lllustrate — My wife and | have been here in Galloway for twenty-three years now. We have seen
God do some awesome things; people have been saved; the church has grown. But what if God
were to do something extraordinarily big? What if revival were to break out and the whole town
of Galloway along with the surrounding communities were to be reached with the gospel. God
would need some veteran, mature believers here to help reach and teach all those people.

lllustrate — Pastor Jerry Wilson stated, “if God ever really started speaking to hearts in our area,
it would take a really big machine to meet the need.

The saints at Lydda were just going through the routine of their Christian life when all of a sudden,
God did something big, which got the attention of the whole town and lured many to trust Christ.

1. The Raising of Tabitha (Dorcas) in Joppa (vs. 36 —43)
Joppa is known today as Jaffa and is south of Tel Aviv. It is about 10 miles or so west of Lydda.

Just when things could not get any better in Lydda, God calls Peter away to do part of something
even greater — the raising of Tabitha (Dorcas) from the dead. Tabitha and Dorcas both mean
“gazelle.” Dorcas is the Greek version of the Aramaic name, Tabitha.

We never plateau in the Christian life; it keeps getting better and better. We need to remember
that God wants to continue using us. The Apostles got to see the Lord Jesus do some awesome
things when they were with Him for those three years, but Jesus promised them that they would
do even greater things than He did:

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto my Father." (John 14:12)

Let’s never become content in the Christian life in the sense that we think we have seen it all.
Let’s be looking for even greater works in the future.

| am sure Peter did not expect to do anything greater than healing of the paralyzed man in Lydda,
but now God was using him to raise someone from the did.

Peter’s ministry for the Lord was growing.
God wants us to grow in our usefulness for him as well.
Practical thought from this portion of Scripture:

Peter had a tremendous gift, which we refer to as a “sign gift,” which was given to the apostles
and some others in this transitional period of the 1% century church.

But Dorcas also had a wonderful gift that she used for the Lord. She made coats for widows. We
tend to elevate the gifts of the men in the spotlight, like Peter; but look at how much this woman
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was loved, who used her gift to be a blessing to the folks around her in Joppa.

Perhaps God raised up Dorcas because she was being used of the Lord in a great way to help
others. God does allow some useful saints to pass away prematurely from our perspective, but
He will keep most of them alive and serving. Dorcas was useful to the Lord in Joppa. She used her
gift of sewing to be a blessing to the people of Joppa.

[llustration — Terra knits scarves for the homeless people.

Notice v. 43 — Peter stays with Simon who is a tanner — an occupation despised by the Jews
because it involved working with animal hides. MacArthur stated: “The local synagogue probably
shunned Simon.”?

This was another step in Peter’s spiritual growth as he will go from here to leading Cornelius, a
gentile, to Christ in the next chapter.

Conclusion

The result of both miracles at Lydda and Joppa was that more people were saved. Salvation is the
greatest miracle of all. God used these first-century sign gifts to validate the message of salvation.
The greatest miracle that took place in our passage today was neither the healing of Aeneas nor
the raising of Dorcas from the dead, but the souls that were saved afterward.

Practical Thoughts

1. Be faithful to the Lord in the battle.

2. Be faithful to the Lord during the times of rest.

3. During the mundane and routine times, be looking for the big thing the Lord is about to do
next.

4. Even seemingly small contributions (Dorcas’ sewing) are noticed by the Lord.

5. Never stop growing in your usefulness for the Lord.

2 John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997),
1652.
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