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Sunday Morning Message 
September 4, 2022  
The Anointing of Jesus’ 
The Gospel According to John 
Text – John 12:1 - 11 
Congregational Reading – John 12:1 - 11 

Introduction (John 11:54 – 12:1) 

Before we get into the meat of the passage this morning, let’s look at the context 
surrounding the text. In v. 54 of chapter eleven, Jesus leaves Bethany where He had 
raised Lazarus from the dead, and he travels to a place called Ephraim. This is the only 
time in the New Testament that this village is mentioned. The name Ephraim was the 
same as one of the two sons of Joseph, and it was a part of the original distribution of 
land within Israel when Joshua led the people of God from the wilderness into the 
Promised Land. This village was likely within that same are, and though we don’t know 
for sure where the exact location of this village was in New Testament times, it is 
believed to have been a remote area approximately 12 to 15 miles north of Jerusalem. 
This would provide Jesus with a little bit of safety from the religious leaders who just 
declared officially (v. 53) that they were going to apprehend Jesus and take His life. 
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Beginning in v. 55, the geographic and chronological context for our story today is being 
established. When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead in Bethany, it was sometime in 
between the Feast of the Dedication (John 10:22), which takes place at the end of 
December, and the Passover, which takes place in early April. If we were to look at a 
synopsis of all four gospel accounts, we would discover that several other significant 
events take place between John 11:54 and 55, and possibly a few months in time. We see 
again in vs. 56 and 57 that the Sanhedrin had put out “an APB” for Jesus, and as the time 
of the Passover was drawing near, they were searching for Him, assuming that He would 
come back to Jerusalem as He always did on the Passover. This is now the fourth time 
that John’s gospel mentions that the religious leadership of Israel was plotting to kill 
Jesus (John 5:18; 8:59; 10:31). 

In v. 1 of chapter 12, we see that Jesus is now back in the village of Bethany, right outside 
of Jerusalem, the place where Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived, and the place where 
Lazarus was raised from the dead. We also see from v. 1 that it is now just six days before 
the Passover, which was when Jesus went to the Cross. From this point on in John’s 
gospel, we are in the last week of Jesus’ earthly life. We believe the Passover that year 
began on Wednesday Evening at sundown, so what takes place in our passage today, 
happened at a supper in Bethany on the Thursday evening before Jesus went to the 
Cross, just a few days before His Triumphal Entry into the City of Jerusalem. 
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I. The Anointing of Jesus’ Feet (vs. 2 – 3) 

The account of the anointing of Jesus’ feet is also found in Matthew 26:6 – 13, and in in 
Mark 14:3 – 9. In both of those gospel accounts we are not told who the woman was who 
anointed Jesus’ feet, but here in John’s gospel, we can see that it was Mary. We also find 
out from the other two accounts that this event took place in the home of “Simon the 
leper.” Note – this story should not be confused with a similar one which is recorded in 
Luke 7:36 – 50 where a woman who was at one time a harlot also anointed Jesus’ feet. 
That event also took place in the home of a Simon, but that Simon was a Pharisee. Simon 
was a very common Jewish name. It also happened in Galilee, not Bethany, and it was 
earlier in Jesus’ earthly ministry, in the second year. 

Here in John’s gospel, we do not read about Simon, but we do learn that Martha was 
serving. The assumption is that Martha, Mary, and Lazarus were good friends with this 
leper Simon, which gives us a good indication as to the character of these folks. Lepers 
were typically shunned, yet here the Lazarus family is fellowshipping in the home of a 
leper, though undoubtedly, this man was likely healed of his leprosy at some point by 
Jesus.  

Also notice the picture that we have here. Lazarus has been raised from the dead and is 
now sitting at the table fellowshipping with Jesus. Martha is serving, and Mary is 
worshipping. We had seen this earlier in this third year of Jesus’ ministry at another 
dinner where Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet while Martha served (Luke 10:38 – 42). 
There the Lord gently rebuked Martha for worrying too much about serving when it was 
time to worship. We certainly all ought to be servants, but it is also important that we 
first spend some time with the Lord worshipping Him and soaking up whatever He wants 
to tell us. 

This is a tremendous picture of what we do here in the local church. We are in fellowship 
with the Lord because he has saved us, and we worship and serve Him.  

Mary breaks open an alabaster box of ointment, and anoints Jesus feet with “a pound” 
(λίτραν from λίτρα – litra – approximately twelve ounces today) of spikenard, which we 
see here was very costly, and we later find out from Judas that it was worth about a 
year’s salary (“three hundred pence - δηναρίων from δηνάριον – dēnarion) for a common 
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laboring man. Spikenard is “an expensive perfume made from an herb from northern 
India.”1 

Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts tell us that she not only anointed Jesus’ feet, but she 
also poured the ointment over His head.  

II. The Anger of Judas (vs. 4 – 6) 

Judas is very upset about this money being “wasted” in this way, and according to 
Matthew and Mark’s gospel accounts, it was immediately after his indignation about this 
“waste” when he actively pursues betraying the Lord: 

"14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15 And said 
unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted 

with him for thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray 
him." (Matthew 26:14-16) 

According to Matthew and Luke, Judas was not the only one who was upset. There were 
other disciples who had “indignation within themselves” because of the “waste.” Judas 
didn’t really care about the poor, He just cared about the money. 

Practical Note - Be careful when it comes to money matters within the church. Judas 
thought this was a “waste.” Obviously, Jesus didn’t think so. There are going to be times 
when you or I might disagree with the way the money is being spent at the church. It is 
not wrong for us to question and get clarity, and it is certainly not wrong to insist that 
there be financial accountability. However, we simply will not always agree about the 
best use of resources all the time. But don’t let that ruin your spirit, and don’t let your 
disagreement and anger about something cause you to make a decision that is going to 
be disastrous for you or your family.  

Illustrate – S. P. – upset about what is going on at his church and is contemplating 
leaving.  

Notice how the devil was very carefully orchestrating his plan. He was working in the 
hearts of the religious leaders, and at the same time was working in the heart of Judas. 
He soon put all these evil people together to fulfil his plan. 

III. The Approval of the Lord (vs. 7 – 8) 
 

1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: King James Version, Expanded ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), 
1611. 
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The Lord defends Mary. Note – the Lord will always defend His children from the bullies 
of the world.  

Mark’s gospel tells us: 

"9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole 
world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her." (Mark 14:9) 

Jesus tells us that this anointing was for his burial. Remember, we are here jus one week 
before His death. Mary had been listening to the Lord. Remember, she sat at His feet. She 
knew that the Lord was going to die, and she wanted to demonstrate her devotion to 
Him while He was still alive. It is interesting that when Jesus does die, there will be two 
other Mary’s there to anoint the body of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and His mother, but 
this Mary will not be there. She anointed Him prior to His death. 

Notice also what Jesus says here about the poor. There will always be poor people. Some 
people within Christianity are consumed with irradicating poverty, which isn’t a bad goal, 
but it will never happen according to this verse. This social gospel and dominion mandate 
must not take the place of the communication of the message of the true gospel, which 
is telling people about the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord for their sins. 
Salvation of souls and worship of Christ must be pre-eminent over all other activities 
within the church. 

IV. The Attention on Lazarus (vs. 9 – 11) 

Notice finally, that the focus of the religious leaders was not only on the Lord but was 
also upon those that the Lord had touched. The devil and this world are not only the 
enemies of Christ, but they are also the enemies of God’s people.  

"12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." (2 Timothy 
3:12) 

"20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they 

will keep yours also." (John 15:20) 

When the Lord ascends back into Heaven, the Devil will launch an all-out attack against 
the Church. All the disciples, save John, will be put to death. Most of the saints from the 
first century will be martyred for their faith. Don’t be surprised if the persecution starts 
heating up in our American world as well. 
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Conclusion 

Here in this passage, we see a family that is wholly committed to worshipping and serving 
the Lord. We especially see a woman who was so devoted to Jesus that she sacrificially 
gave an exorbitant amount of money in expensive ointment and poured it out 
unashamedly on the Lord. People thought she was crazy; many thought it to be a waste 
of money, but she was doing it for the Lord. She knew that the Lord was not going to be 
on earth much longer, and she wanted to demonstrate her love and devotion to Him by 
anointing Him.  

What do you do to demonstrate your love and devotion to the Lord? How do you prove 
the sincerity of your love? 

We also saw here that this decision made by Mary was the trigger that caused Judas to 
make the decision to betray the Lord. What are you angry with or are just in 
disagreement with today? Don’t let your anger turn into sin. Don’t make a bad decision 
based upon the fact that you are upset about something that you may not fully 
understand.  


