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Sunday Morning Message 
September 7, 2025  
Walking with God – Cultivating a Healthy Relationship with the Lord 
Text for Today’s Message – Genesis 5:21 - 24 
Congregational Reading – Genesis 5:21 - 24 

Introduction 

When I was in Bible college, I was required to daily record the Bible passages that I had read in a 
“Walking with God” notebook. I also had to jot down a key verse from the passage along with an 
explanation of the meaning of the text, and what God wanted me to do with it.  

What does it really mean to “walk with God”? Is it merely spending a few minutes each day in the 
Bible, and recording some thoughts, or is there more to it than that? 

Read Text – Genesis 5:21 – 24 

There is not much recorded about Enoch in the Bible. The Scripture says that “God took him”, 
which is very mysterious, but is explained further in the Book of Hebrews: 

"By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God 
had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. But 
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 

and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." (Hebrews 11:5-6) 

Enoch is one of only two men in the Bible who has not seen death. God took him (and later, Elijah) 
up to Heaven with him while he was still alive. That’s pretty cool! He was taken by God up to 
Heaven before the judgment of the Flood. He is a type (or a picture) of the church, which will be 
translated (or raptured) up to God before the coming judgment of the Tribulation Period. 

The Bible also tells us about another man who walked with God in Genesis 6: 

"These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and 
Noah walked with God." - (Genesis 6:9) 

We know quite a bit about Noah. We know that he was seen as righteous by God, which means 
that he was justified in the sight of God because of his faith in God, basically meaning he was 
saved. We know that because of his faith in God he obeyed God by building the ark, and we also 
know that he was a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). By the way, Noah and his family 
are a type of the nation Israel, which will be spared through the judgment. Unlike Enoch, Noah 
and his family had to endure the flood, but were saved through it. 

Both men, however, walked with God, meaning that they enjoyed an intimate relationship with 
God through faith. Walking with God begins with a relationship. 

Let’s take a brief look at one more man: 

"Therefore now, LORD God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that thou promisedst 
him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thy 
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children take heed to their way, that they walk before me as thou hast walked before me." - (1 
Kings 8:25) 

David walked with God, and God used him in a mighty way as perhaps the greatest King of Israel. 
David is a picture of Christ. We have a whole Book of Psalms that David penned as evidence of 
His Walk with the Lord. 

What does it mean to walk with the Lord? 

Walking with the Lord speaks of our relationship with Him. A good personal relationship consists 
of affection, communication, and sacrifice. Developing a close and consistent relationship or walk 
with the Lord Jesus Christ is a first work; perhaps, the most important first work for us as 
individual Christians. 

"4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I 

will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent." (Revelation 2:4-5) 

I. Walking with God Involves Daily Communion in the Bible 

Bible Illustration 

An unknown writer said, "This Book is the mind of God, the state of man, the way of 
salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its 
precepts are binding; its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable (unchangeable). 
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, 
food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, 
the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, and the Christian's character. Here paradise is 
restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand subject, our 
good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and 
guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of 
glory, and a river of pleasure. Follow its precepts and it will lead you to Calvary, to the 
empty tomb, to a resurrected life in Christ; yes, to glory itself, for eternity. (Source 
Unknown.) 

Communing with God involves: 

 Devotional Reading 

"Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his 
mouth more than my necessary food." - (Job 23:12) 

"And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God." - (Luke 4:4) 

 

 Study 
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"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth." - (2 Timothy 2:15) 

 Memorization 

"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee." - (Psalm 119:11) 

Bible Illustration 

It is said that when the famous missionary, Dr. David Livingstone, started his trek across 
Africa he had 73 books in 3 packs, weighing 180 pounds. After the party had gone 300 
miles, Livingstone was obliged to throw away some of the books because of the fatigue of 
those carrying his baggage. As he continued on his journey his library grew less and less, 
until he had but one book left--his Bible. (Today in the Word, April, 1989, p. 28.) 

II. Walking with God Involves Regular Communication through Prayer 

Prayer Illustration – E. M. Bounds 

The central significance of prayer is not in the things that happen as results, but in the deepening 
intimacy and unhurried communion with God at His central throne of control in order to discover 
a "sense of God's need in order to call on God's help to meet that need" (E.M. Bounds, The 
Weapon Of Prayer.) 

 Prayer consists of: 

 Praise 

 Worship 

 Confession 

 Petition 

Prayer Illustration 

Knowing that intercessory prayer is our mightiest weapon and the supreme call for all 
Christians today, I pleadingly urge our people everywhere to pray. Believing that prayer is 
the greatest contribution that our people can make in this critical hour, I humbly urge that 
we take time to pray--to really pray. Let there be prayer at sunup, at noonday, at sundown, 
at midnight--all through the day. Let us all pray for our children, our youth, our aged, our 
pastors, our homes. Let us pray for our churches. Let us pray for ourselves, that we may 
not lose the word 'concern' out of our Christian vocabulary. Let us pray for our nation. Let 
us pray for those who have never known Jesus Christ and redeeming love, for moral forces 
everywhere, for our national leaders. Let prayer be our passion. Let prayer be our practice. 
(Robert E. Lee) 

It is important to note that prayer may begin with a specific time, place, and prayer list, perhaps 
at the beginning of a day; but it should continue throughout the day. 

Illustration – Dennis Corle – mom shouldering the phone while working in the kitchen. 
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III. Walking with God Includes Commitment to His Commission 

 Faithful to the Church Services  

 Faithful to Supporting the Work of God through Tithes and Offerings 

 Faithful to Serve Others in the Membership 

 Faithful to Go Soulwinning 

Soulwinning Illustration 

I care not where I go or how I live or what I endure so that I may save souls. When I sleep, I dream 
of them; when I awake, they are first in my thoughts. (David Brainerd) 

Conclusion 

When we think of “first works”, nothing is really of more primary importance than developing an 
intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ through a vibrant, daily walk with Him. 

"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you." (Matthew 6:33) 

Bible Illustration from J. Vernon McGee 

Walk with God every day and someday God will take you home with Him – just like He did to 
Enoch. 

The only way I know to describe this is the way a little girl described it to her mother when 
she came home from Sunday school. She said, “Teacher told us about Enoch and how he 
walked with God.” Her mother said, “Well, what about Enoch?” And the little girl put it 
something like this: “It seems that every day God would come by and say to Enoch, ‘Enoch, 
would you like to walk with Me?’ And Enoch would come out of his house and down to the 
gate, and he’d go walking with God. He got to the place that he enjoyed it so much that 
he’d be waiting at the gate of his house every day. And God would come along and say, 
‘Enoch, let’s take a walk.’ Then one day God came by and said, ‘Enoch, let’s take a long 
walk. I have so much to tell you.’ So they were walking and walking, and finally Enoch said, 
‘My, it’s getting late in the afternoon. I’d better get back home!’ And God said to him, 
‘Enoch, you’re closer to My home than you are to your home; so you come on home with 
Me.’ And so Enoch went home with God.” I do not know how you can put it any better 
than that, my friend. That is exactly the story that is here.1 

Walking with God Challenge – Explain the Walking with God worksheets and challenge whoever 
wants to do it to take one home and see if it helps them develop a closer relationship to the Lord. 

	
1	McGee,	J.	V.	(1997).	Thru	the	Bible	commentary	(electronic	ed.,	Vol.	1,	p.	34).	Nashville:	Thomas	

Nelson.	


