Sunday Morning Message

October 13, 2024

Hitting the Reset Button on Compassion and Forgiveness — Put Down Your Stones

(This text was previously preached in 2011 in a message — “Put Down Your Stones”, and in a
message preached in 2015 — “Go and Sin No More”)

Text—John 8:1-12

Congregational Reading —John 8:7 - 11

Introduction

In studying the life of the Lord Jesus, we have seen how Jesus dealt with the Pharisees. Today
we will look at a passage that reveals Jesus’ heart toward penitent sinners. We need to have the
same heart that Jesus has toward those who are lost in sin, and toward believers who have
fallen in sin.

Compassion and forgiveness are two fundamental practices for a Christian. We need to hit the
reset button on our compassion toward those who are struggling with sin, and for forgiving
those who have sinned against us.

This account takes place after the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles. Jesus would often go up
to the mountain for some time alone with his Father, and to get away from the multitudes. He
would come down from the Mount, however, to teach the people in the Temple.

Observations from the passage:
1. The man was not named.
Perhaps that is what Jesus wrote on the ground.
Perhaps he wrote the names of some of the girlfriends of the some of the rock throwers.
Perhaps he just listed some of the other sins the men were guilty of.

"And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai,
two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God." - (Exodus 31:18)

2. Jesus did not condone the sin that this woman committed.
The sin of adultery was punishable by death according to the O. T. Law

"If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die,
both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.”
- (Deuteronomy 22:22)



"And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth
adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death."
- (Leviticus 20:10)

Proverbs 6:20 — 35

John 4:16-19

Jesus loves sinners but He hates their sin, and though He forgives the penitent sinner, He never

condones the sins that he commits.

3. Jesus was not allowing the sin to go unpunished — He was going to take the

punishment for her.
4. Jesus commanded the woman to go and sin no more.
[The following is an excerpt from a message — “God Forbid” — preached on 9/21/2014]
What is sin?
e Breaking God’s Law

"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law."
(1 John 3:4)

e Doing what you know in your heart to be wrong; or not doing what you know in your
heart to be right.

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." (James 4:17)
e Doing something that violates your faith

"Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that
thing which he alloweth. And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of
faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin." (Romans 14:22-23)

Why should we remove sin from our lives?
1. Gaining Eternal Rewards
All true believers go to Heaven, but God will reward those who have been obedient to Him.

"Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a
full reward." (2 John 1:8)

"For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought a good
fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown



of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:6-8)

2. Avoiding Temporal Correction

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth
not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not
sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they
verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might
be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
which are exercised thereby." (Hebrews 12:1-11)

3. Because Jesus Hates Sin and Was Crucified Because of It.

"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were
all dead:" (2 Corinthians 5:14)

4. Because My Sin Negatively Affects Others
lllustrate — Achan —

If you are a believer, your sin is forgiven, but your sin will ultimately bring a lot of pain and hurt
into the lives of the people around you.

5. Because my sin makes God look bad to the world around me.

"And David said unto Nathan, | have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The
LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast
given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto
thee shall surely die." (2 Samuel 12:13-14)



Note — a preacher who is preaching the truth is not throwing stones. Preachers have the
responsibility of preaching against things that they may have been guilty of themselves.

The truth sometimes hurts:

"Am | therefore become your enemy, because | tell you the truth?" - (Galatians 4:16)

Preachers and teachers are commanded to preach the Word...

"This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;" -
(Titus 1:13)

e However — preachers and teachers need to remember that they are to be examples to
the flock:

"Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, And knowest
his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law,; And
art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, An
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth
in the law. Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that
preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit
adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?
Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? For
the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written." - (Romans
2:17-24)

"But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.
For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more." - (Luke 12:48)

e Preachers and teachers need to remember that they are sinners themselves and we need
to have compassion on those we preach to. We are on the same level as everyone else.

We are “One beggar telling another beggar where we found bread”

Conclusion

Jesus had compassion on this woman caught in adultery. He didn’t throw stones at her. And,
neither should we. Put down your stones.

Practical Points:
l. Put Down the Stones You Have Aimed at Others:

A. Because You Have Some Stones Aimed Back at You
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You are guilty of the same things.

"Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. But we
are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things.

And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that
thou shalt escape the judgment of God?" - (Romans 2:1-3)

If Jesus was stooping down on the ground in front of you and began writing a list of sins, it
wouldn’t be long before he had one with your name written on it.

B. Because God Has Put Down His Stones

"And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you." - (Ephesians 4:32)

"As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us." - (Psalm
103:12)

"Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference:" - (Romans 3:22)

"Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is
the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin." - (Romans 4:7-8)

I. Put Down the Stones You Have Aimed at Yourself
Sometimes the hardest person to forgive is yourself.
If God is willing to forgive you, you should be willing to forgive yourself.
We have all blown it in the past —we will all most likely blow it in the future.
We must confess our sins — forsake them —and move forward.

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." - (1 John 1:9)

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy." - (Proverbs 28:13)

But | must admonish you —go and sin no more.
[ll.  Put Down the Stones You May Have Aimed at God

God has been far better to you than you deserve. You have no right to be bitter against Him.



God may have to bring some things into your life that are unpleasant. Why? | don’t know. But
who are you to question God? Who am | to question God?

"Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?" - (Romans 9:20)



