Sunday Morning Message

November 23, 2025

Lessons from a Leper about Thanksgiving
Text — Luke 17:11 - 19

Congregational Reading — Luke 17:11 - 19

Thanksgiving lllustration - Thanksgiving is often a matter of perspective.

In Budapest, a man goes to the rabbi and complains, "Life is unbearable. There are nine
of us living in one room. What can | do?"

The rabbi answers, "Take your goat into the room with you." The man in incredulous, but
the rabbi insists. "Do as | say and come back in a week."

A week later the man comes back looking more distraught than before. "We cannot
stand it," he tells the rabbi. "The goat is filthy."

The rabbi then tells him, "Go home and let the goat out. And come back in a week."

A radiant man returns to the rabbi a week later, exclaiming, "Life is beautiful. We enjoy
every minute of it now that there's no goat -- only the nine of us."!

The Bible commands us to be thankful “in everything.”

"18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you." (1
Thessalonians 5:18)

"20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ;" (Ephesians 5:20)

There are many reasons why this is true, but one of them is knowing that for the believer, God is
working all things together for our good (Romans 8:28). That does not mean that all things are
good, but that all things are working together in my life for good. Nothing can happen to me —
good or bad — without God’s permission.

[llustration - Thankful After Robbery

Matthew Henry, the famous scholar, was once accosted by thieves and robbed of his purse.
He wrote these words in his diary:

“Let me be thankful first, because | was never robbed before; second, because, although
they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because, although they took my all, it
was not much; and fourth, because it was | who was robbed, not | who robbed.”?

1 George Mikes, “How to be Decadent,” Andre Deutsch, London.
2 Paul Lee Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 lllustrations: Signs of the Times (Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc., 1996), 1460.
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Introduction - The Context of Luke 17

In our text, Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem apparently at the very end of his public ministry.
The text does not tell us precisely where He was, but only that He was passing through Galilee
and Samaria (v. 11). The Scripture is also silent as to who was with Him, but it is safe to assume
that He was with at least some of His disciples, if not all the 12. Jesus was travelling toward
Jerusalem, heading for the cross. As they were travelling, He was teaching His disciples and
preparing them for future ministry at a time when He would not physically be present with
them.

In these preliminary verses of chapter 17, Jesus is giving practical helps for His disciples. These
principles are very helpful also for us today.

By the way —we not only should be thankful for the big and miraculous things that Jesus does
for us, but we should also express out appreciation for the principles that He teaches us in His
Word.

Among these practical principles that Jesus discussed with His disciples as they travelled were:
A. Principles Regarding Forgiveness (vs. 1 —4)

Jesus makes it very clear that in a sin-cursed world there will be offences. People are going to
do things that will be hurtful to other people. The disciples needed to be prepared for this. They
should expect it. But He is also very clear to point out that His disciples, though bearing the
brunt of offences at times, should never be the cause of offences. The “little ones” in verse two
could be a reference to children, but it could also be a reference to young believers:

"In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes:
even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight." (Luke 10:21)

In verses 3 — 4, the Lord is clear that if the disciples are sinned against, or offended themselves,
they are to forgive.

“We are most like beasts when we kill. We are most like men when we judge. We are most like
God when we forgive” (William Arthur Ward, Thoughts of a Christian Optimist)3

Once president Lincoln was asked how he was going to treat the rebellious Southerners when
they had finally been defeated and returned to the Union of the United States. The questioner

3 Charles R. Swindoll, The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart and 1501 Other Stories (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2016), 216.
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expected that Lincoln would take a dire vengeance, but he answered, “I will treat them as if they
had never been away” (William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke)*

B. Principles Regarding Faith to Forgive (vs. 5 —6)

The disciples ask the Lord for help with their faith as it regards to forgiveness. We should forgive
people because of our faith in the Lord. The greater our faith in the Lord, the easier it will be to
forgive. This verse is not teaching that we can somehow increase our faith to the point that we
can do miraculous works unless those miraculous works are specifically part of the will of God
for our ministry.

C. Principles Regarding Faithful Service (vs. 7 = 10)
Don’t be looking for an “attaboy” for doing what you are supposed to do anyway.
Don’t be looking for praise from men either:

"Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no
reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a
trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may
have glory of men. Verily | say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let
not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly." (Matthew 6:1-4)

It was during Jesus’s travel to Jerusalem with His disciples and as He was teaching them these
practical principles that they encountered ten lepers who desired to be healed of their leprosy.

In this story, we see the cleansing of ten men who were lepers, yet we also see that only one of
these ten men glorified God, by giving thanks to the Lord for his cleansing.

In this message, we will piece together the events in this passage and consider some principles
regarding thanksgiving.

First, let’s break down the passage.
l. Jesus’s Encounters the Ten Lepers on the way to Jerusalem. (Luke 17:12 - 13)

Notice that they stood afar off — Leviticus 13:45 — 46:

"45 And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he
shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean. 46 All the days wherein
the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the
camp shall his habitation be." (Leviticus 13:45-46)

They were far enough away that they had to lift their voices.

4 |bid.



Il. Jesus’s Edict for the Lepers to Tell the Priests and Heals Them (Luke 17:14)

Presumably, the healing took place after they obeyed the Lord and while they were on their way
to see the priests.

Notice — Jesus does not specifically say that they were healed. He tells them to go to the priests.
(see Leviticus 14 - the Law required lepers to go to the priests)

They obeyed what the Lord told them to do.
lIl.  The Sole Expression of Thanksgiving to the Lord by the Samaritan (Luke 17:15 — 16)

The one that turned back was a Samaritan (also v. 18 — “this stranger”). The inference is that the
other nine who were healed were Israelites. There are two interesting things about this:

1. The Samaritans and the Jews did not typically hang out together. Yet, their common
condition, coupled with the fact that they were shunned by their own people brought them
together. Their condition of leprosy was more of a uniter than their cultural heritage. Since
leprosy is often a picture of sin in the Bible, it ought to cause all sinners to not look down
their pharisaical noses at other sinners, even if they are from a different culture, race, or
religious background.

2. Those that were probably from the nation of Israel didn’t seem to appreciate what the
Lord had done for them. At least they did not express any appreciation.

[llustration — often those who grow up around the things of God sometimes take for granted what
God does for them and they don’t always appreciate it (See Luke 7:36 — 48).

There are two main viewpoints concerning this passage:

The first is that all ten of these men were healed of their leprosy, but only the one who returned
to give thanks became a believer and was saved. The logic behind that theory is that the one that
thanked the Lord demonstrated a transformed heart.

The other theory is that because leprosy is a picture or type of sin in the Bible, the cleansing of
leprosy is at least a type or picture of the cleaning from sin, which comes when we trust the Lord
Jesus Christ as Saviour.

Thanksgiving is not necessarily a fruit of the Spirit. In the Old Testament most of the sacrifices
were commanded, but the offering (or sacrifice) of thanksgiving was not; it was voluntary.

"And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, offer it at your own will."
(Leviticus 22:29)

lllustration - Why did only one cleansed leper return to thank Jesus? The following are nine
suggested reasons why the nine did not return:

e One waited to see if the cure was real.
e One waited to see if it would last.
e One said he would see Jesus later.



e One decided that he had never had leprosy.

e One said he would have gotten well anyway.

e One gave the glory to the priests.

e Onesaid, "O, well, Jesus didn't really do anything."
e One said, "Any rabbi could have done it."

e Onesaid, "l was already much improved."?

IV.  lJesus’s Exasperation Regarding the Lack of Appreciation from the Nine (vs. 17 — 19).
There is a lesson to the nine — Make sure you go back and praise God for what He does for you.
There is also a lesson for the one — don’t worry about the nine. You keep your focus on the Lord.

If you really think about it, thanksgiving is the only thing that we can really give back to God. You
have nothing to give Him that He hasn’t given you first. Your money belongs to Him. He gave your
talents. The only thing that you can really give God is your love and appreciation — your praise
and worship - for what He has done for you.

The Psalmists understood this:

"That | may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works." (Psalm
26:7)

"Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High:" - (Psalm 50:14)
"I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving." (Psalm 69:30)

"Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with
psalms." (Psalm 95:2)

"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name." (Psalm 100:4)

"And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing."
(Psalm 107:22)

"I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD."
(Psalm 116:17)

"Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:" (Psalm 147:7)
The lesson for us today is that we who are saved should express our appreciation for the Lord.

"And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body, and
beye thankful." (Colossians 3:15)

Principles on Thanksgiving

e Thanksgiving Should Be Standard — natural for the Christian

5 Charles L. Brown, “The Newsletter,” June 1990, p. 3.



It is natural for lost people to be unthankful

"Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened." (Romans 1:21)

It ought also to be natural for saved people; God’s children to be a thankful people. God says that
to not remember what was done for you is an act of unrighteousness:

"10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister." (Hebrews 6:10)

e Thanksgiving Should Be Spoken — praise

Thanksgiving begins with an attitude within the heart and mind, but it should not end there; it
should be expressed.

"O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise." (Psalm 51:15)

"My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with
joyful lips:" (Psalm 63:5)

"My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy statutes.” (Psalm 119:171)

"By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to his name." - (Hebrews 13:15)

This is true of our thanksgiving to God, but it should also be reflected in our expressed
appreciation to the people that God uses in our lives to be a blessing to us.

Children — you should appreciate your parents —they do a lot for you.
Husbands — you should express your appreciation for and to your wives.

We all should speak thanks to the people in our lives who have made our lives better; people who
have sacrificed their time, talent, or treasures for us; people who have imparted to us wisdom.

e Thanksgiving Should Be Shown — service

Perhaps the best way to show our thanksgiving for the Lord is to live our lives in submission to
His will.

Thanksgiving should really be “Thanksliving.”

Show your gratitude for what the Lord has done for you by serving Him, by sacrificing your time
for Him, and by winning souls for Him.

Conclusion

Thanksgiving should not be just one day or one season of the year; it should be an attitude and
expression of our hearts every day of the year.

Abraham Lincoln understood the tendency that people have to forget and that is why He ordered
the national observance of a special day for the sole purpose of thanksgiving.



Abraham Lincoln's Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1863

It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of
God; to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that
genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth,
announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations are blessed whose
God is the Lord.

We know that by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to punishments and
chastisements in this world. May we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which now
desolates the land may be a punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the
needful end of our national reformation as a whole people?

We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these
many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other
nation has ever grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace
and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the
deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and
virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel
the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. | do therefore
invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and
those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father Who dwelleth in the
heavens. (A. Lincoln, October 3, 1863.)



