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Introduction

When we last left David back in chapter 26, he had just spared King Saul’s life for the second
time, and as a result had received a promise from the king that David would be left alone. It
seems that the king had actually invited David and his men to return back home where they
would be welcomed in the kingdom.
In chapter 27, we do not know if any time has elapsed between his apparent reconciliation with
Saul, or if these events take place immediately afterward, but we do know that here in this
chapter, David is discouraged, and he is convinced that Saul will not honor his treaty with David,
and will in fact eventually kill him.
David does something you are not supposed to do. He makes a major life decision while
apparently in a valley of discouragement, and moves his family, and his men and their families
into enemy territory – the Land of the Philistines. This is the second time David would attempt
to run away from Saul by going to the Philistines (See 1 Samuel 21:10 – 15).
David was tired of running from Saul; he was tired of waiting for this kingdom that had
promised to him by the prophet Samuel.
“How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?
How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine
enemy be exalted over me?" (Psalm 13:1-2)
David was “weary in well doing.”
"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith." (Galatians 6:9-10)
"Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing." (2
Thessalonians 3:12-13)
David’s long wait and never-ending battle with Saul caused him to get discouraged and lose faith.
He no longer believed that God was going to protect him from Saul and place him on the throne
of Israel. He was in a bad way, and it was a bad time for him to be making major decisions.
I.

David’s Flight from the Fight (vs. 1 – 4)
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The only people that Saul feared more than David were the Philistines. David figured that the
Land of the Philistines was the one place that Saul would not go after him. If he remained in Israel,
David thought, Saul would keep chasing him. The problem was that this thinking was based upon
a lack of faith:
1. God promised David that he would be the king, which meant that God would have to
protect him until that happened.
2. David never asks God what he should do. There is no word from the Lord here. This is a
big move. David should have consulted God first.
3. Previously, after David had safely deposited his mother and father in Moab, God told
David, through the prophet Gad, to stay in Judah:
"And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the hold; depart, and get thee into the land
of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth." (1 Samuel 22:5)
There is no further instructions given in chapters 22 – 27 telling David to leave. If God has directed
you specifically to a place, stay there until God specifically redirects you somewhere else.
4. David’s move is geographically further from the will of God for his life. He is moving
closer to the world into enemy territory. God never wants us to go away from his will
and into the world.
5. David is also bringing a lot of people with him. He is bringing his family and the families
of his men into a pagan culture away from the will of God.
6. The Philistines were the sworn enemies of Israel. Goliath was from Gath – the place
where David was moving to. Somehow, David is no longer perceived by these people as
an enemy. The Devil will always facilitate a move against and away from the will of God.
Notice in verse three, only two wives are mentioned. David has another wife – Michal, Saul’s
daughter, but she was given to another man (Phalti) by her father (1 Samuel 25:44).
Notice in verse four, David’s immediate problem is solved. Saul is no longer coming after him, but
since God does not seem to be anywhere in this chapter, we wonder if David made God’s choice,
was his choice based upon human wisdom.
II.

David’s Alliance with the Adversary (vs. 5 – 7)

David requests that Achish allow him to live out in the country somewhere away from Gath. He
has no intention of serving Achish, but makes it look as if he will give Achish his full allegiance.
David is given the city of Ziklag by King Achish. Ziklag is in between Philistia and Judah. It is sort of
the outer edge of Philistine country, and close to Israel territory. Ziklag bounced back and forth
between Israel and the Philistines. According to Joshua 15:31 and 19:5, Ziklag was then a
possession of the Israelites. It had been associated in the past with both Simeon and Judah.
David wants to be away from Gath for possibly two reasons:
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1. He wants to stay away from the pagan idolatry that would be rampant in a heathen
nation.
2. He also wants to be away from the constant surveillance that would be on him in the
capital (royal) city.
Notice verse 6 – “Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings of Judah until this day.” It is believed that 1
Samuel was completed after the split up of the Kingdom of Israel after the time of Solomon.
Notice verse 7 – David was able to deceive Achish and hide from Saul for 16 months. He will not
return to Judah until after the death of Saul, and then God will direct him to Hebron (See 2 Samuel
1:1; 2:1 – 3).
III.

David’s Decimation and Deceit (vs. 8 – 12)

Here’s where it gets ugly. David goes on a rampage with cities to the south of the land of the
Philistines, and kills everybody in his path, including the women. He deceives Achish into thinking
that he is attacking cities within the border of Judah (inside of Israel). Beersheba would be in this
area. Because he has killed everyone, there are no witnesses.
I would contend that in this particular occasion David may not have had justification to kill
everyone in these places including the innocent. There have certainly been times when God did
tell his people to wipe out everything and everybody, but here, no such order was given. (see
Deuteronomy 20:16 – 18 – this was the order given when Israel first went into the land). God also
had a beef with the Amelekites (see Deuteronomy 25:17 – 19; 1 Samuel 15).
Conclusion

What is David doing so far out of the place of God’s will? He got discouraged. He was tired of
waiting for what God had promised him, and he probably thought that it was never going to
happen anyway. He is convinced that his enemy, Saul, is finally going to get him so he runs into
the arms of another enemy.
David’s relationship with God is certainly at a low point here.
"I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine
eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be
held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee." (Psalm 32:8-9)
Warren Wiersbe points out that a horse is impulsive and may jump ahead, while a mule is
stubborn and will sometimes refuse to move at all. God does not want us to be like either of
these. He wants us to be close to him so He can guide us. At this point in David’s life, though he
has been a fugitive running from Saul for seven years, he is getting tired of waiting; he is
impulsive, and he runs ahead of the will of God.
The message to you and me is: stay faithful and wait on God.
David knew that God anointed him to be king. The people knew it as well (25:27 – 31). Saul even
knew that David would be king (26:25).
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