Sunday Evening Message

February 9, 2025

“Windows in Heaven”

Series — 1%t and 2" Kings — The Ministries of Elijah and Elisha
Text — 2 Kings 6:24 — all of chapter 7

Congregational Reading — 2 Kings 7:1 - 2

Introduction

Read 2 Kings 6:24 — 33 to explain the times that the people of Israel were living in.
Remember, the Scripture says that “by Him all things consist,” meaning that nothing
happens without God. God either causes it or at least allows it. The people of Israel were
experiencing a horrible time of famine, which followed an extremely prosperous time.
Famine will always follow prosperity when the people forget the God who prospered them
in the first place.

v. 27 — The government was powerless to help.

v. 31 — Elisha became the object of blame. People will often blame the preacher or
the church for their problems. Sometimes they cannot bring themselves to blame God
directly, and they certainly don’t want to look to themselves for responsibility, so the blame
the representative of God - in this case, it was Elisha.

This account reveals what God can and will do if we will simply turn to Him and yield our
lives to Him.

Some of you may be going through a type of famine right now.

Some of you are experiencing a famine in your financial situation. God can open the
windows of Heaven and help you.

Some of you are experiencing a famine in your family relationships. God can open the
windows of Heaven and help you.

Some of you may be experiencing a famine in your physical condition. God can open the
windows of Heaven and help you.

He may not completely fix your problem, but He will give you grace to deal with it.

This nation may someday see a famine. We may reap as a nation the results of our rejection
of God. You see —there has been a spiritual famine in this land for some time.

But God can still open the windows of Heaven and bring a spiritual refreshing that can cure
what ails this once wonderful nation. | am not so sure that it will happen, but | know it



could happen, because God has promised that He would heal our land if we would turn
back to Him.

"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land." - (2 Chronicles 7:14)

| do believe that God can shield us individually from the ravages of famine, if we will
individually love Him, and live for Him.

God always opens the windows of Heaven when His people put Him first:

"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it." -
(Malachi 3:10)

Transition — Let’s read this passage together and see how God opened the windows of
Heaven and reversed what seemed to be an impossible situation.

l. The Prophecy of Elisha (vs. 1 —2)

Notice that after Elisha prophesied regarding the reversal of the famine, the King’s “lord”
(an official that served under the king) doubted.

God is not pleased with doubt. You and | need to trust what God says in His Word. He
doesn’t expect you to trust me, but He does demand that you believe what He says in His
Word.

"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." - (Hebrews 11:6)

ll.  The Discovery of the Four Lepers (vs. 3—11)

The famine was over. The food was available. Yet most of the people did not know it. They
were blind to it. Who did God reveal it to? These four lepers. (Leprosy is a picture of sin in
the Bible) God revealed His mercy and grace to these four lepers, and they were going to
be responsible for sharing with the people.

Notice — at first, they were going to keep it to themselves. Many of God’s people keep the
grace of God to themselves as well. What a shame! We need to tell the rest of the people
about the marvelous grace and provision of God.

Notice — at first the people did not believe them. We must expect that there will be some
people who will be hesitant to hear our message as we try to tell them about the Lord.
Some will reject the message altogether. (lllustrate Hiroo Onoda — continued fighting WW!II
on Lubang Island in the Philippines for 29 years after the war ended)
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lll.  The Bounty for the People of Israel (vs. 12 — 16)

Notice here that the people of God did not deserve to receive this blessing from the Lord.
It was simply the grace of God that they received it.

We don’t deserve God’s grace or His favor either, yet God has bestowed both upon us
through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Note — God does bless obedience — but obedience does not bring about God’s grace —faith
brings about God’s grace.

IV. The Tragedy of a Lack of Faith (vs. 17 — 20)

The wage of sin is death. Jesus Christ paid our wages (our payment) on the cross of Calvary
2000 years ago. Faith in Christ will guarantee that we will not have to suffer the
consequences that our sin deserves; but lack of faith will mean that we have rejected
Christ’s payment and will have to pay for our sins ourselves.



