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Sunday Evening Message 
April 12, 2026  
Overview of the Book of Revelation 

Text – Revelation 1:19 

"Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
shall be hereafter;" (Rev 1:19) 

Introduction 

The Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1) was written by the Apostle John. 
Tradition tells us that the Roman Emperor Domitian, a fierce enemy of Christ and His 
followers, banished John to the Isle of Patmos (a small prison island off the coast of 
Ephesus) around A.D. 95. One early account even says Domitian tried to execute John by 
boiling him in oil, but the Lord miraculously preserved him. 

The word “revelation” (Greek: apokalypsis) means “an uncovering” or “unveiling.” God is 
pulling back the curtain on the future so that believers can see clearly what is coming. 

This book is intimately connected with the Old Testament book of Daniel (more than 500 
references or allusions to the Old Testament appear in Revelation). It is also helpful to 
study Revelation alongside Genesis. As John Phillips has noted: 

“Genesis tells of paradise lost; Revelation speaks of paradise regained. The Garden 
of Eden in Genesis gives way in Revelation to the City of God. The tree of life in 
Genesis is seen again in Revelation. The serpent appears in Genesis and meets his 
doom in Revelation. Sin, sorrow, tears, and the curse all begin in Genesis and all 
vanish in Revelation. The book of Revelation naturally completes the circle of 
revealed truth begun in Genesis.”1   

Important Note on Interpretation  

Though Revelation contains many symbols, pictures, and types, we interpret the book 
literally (grammatical-historical method), allowing for obvious figures of speech. Most 
symbols are explained right in the context (e.g., the seven candlesticks in 1:12-13 are 
explained in v. 20). We must be careful not to let our imaginations run wild. 

Four major schools of interpretation exist: 

1. Preterist – Claims most events occurred in the first century. (This view is difficult to 
reconcile with the book’s repeated claim to be prophetic and the fact that Jesus did 
not return on a white horse with the saints in the first century.) 

 
1 John Phillips. Exploring the New Testament Book by Book: An Expository Survey (Kindle Locations 3778-3780). Kindle Edition. 
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2. Historicist – Views Revelation as a symbolic history of the Church from the first 
century until now. 

3. Idealist – Sees the book as purely symbolic fiction that teaches spiritual lessons but 
has no literal future fulfillment. 

4. Futurist – Understands much of the book as describing literal future events. 

A consistent grammatical-historical reading shows that the bulk of Revelation is yet future. 
I am convinced that Revelation 4:1 pictures the Rapture of the Church, and everything from 
chapter 4 onward describes events that take place after the Rapture. 

A Special Blessing Revelation is the only book of the Bible that opens with a promised 
blessing for those who read, hear, and keep its words (Revelation 1:3). In a world full of 
uncertainty, God wants us to know the end of the story so we can live with hope, courage, 
and urgency today. 

The book divides neatly into the three sections Jesus Himself gave us in the memory verse: 

I “The Things Which Thou Hast Seen” - The Vision of Christ (Chapter 1) 

After the introduction (author, source, and purpose), John records the glorious vision of 
the resurrected, exalted Lord Jesus Christ that he received while “in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day.” This is not the gentle Jesus of the Gospels walking among men; this is the risen, 
glorified Christ in all His majesty. The image should thrill every believer and remind us that 
our Savior is coming again in power and great glory.    

II “The Things Which Are” - The Letters to the Churches of Asia Minor (Chapters 2 – 3) 

These were seven literal churches that existed in the first century in what is now western 
Turkey. While it is true that the characteristics of these churches can be seen in churches 
throughout history (and even today), we should not treat them as a strict symbolic timeline 
of church history. In every generation there have been faithful “Philadelphia-type” 
churches and compromising “Laodicean-type” churches. The messages are timeless. 

Brief Overview of the Seven Churches: 

• Ephesus (2:1–7) – The orthodox but loveless church. 

• Smyrna (2:8–11) – The persecuted and suffering church. 

• Pergamos (2:12–17) – The worldly, compromising church. 

• Thyatira (2:18–29) – The permissive, immoral church. 

• Sardis (3:1–6) – The dead, reputation-only church. 

• Philadelphia (3:7–13) – The faithful, open-door church. 

• Laodicea (3:14–22) – The lukewarm, self-satisfied church. 
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Preaching Application: Every local church and every individual believer does well to 
examine which of these seven letters most closely describes us. The Lord still walks among 
the candlesticks (1:13, 20) and calls His people to repentance, faithfulness, and 
wholehearted love for Him. 

III “The Things Which Shall Be Hereafter” - The Future Revealed (Chapter 4 – 22) 

"After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I 
heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will 

shew thee things which must be hereafter." (Revelation 4:1) 

From this point forward, John is shown events that will take place after the Rapture of the 
Church. 

A. The Throne Room in Heaven (Revelation 4–5) John is caught up to see the throne of God 
and the Lamb who alone is worthy to open the scroll of judgment. 

B. The Seven Seals (Revelation 6–7) 

1. White Horse – Antichrist (6:1–2) 

2. Red Horse – War (6:3–4) 

3. Black Horse – Famine (6:5–6) 

4. Pale Horse – Death (one-fourth of the world’s population killed, 6:7–8) 

5. Martyred Saints under the altar (6:9–11) 

6. Divine Judgment – cosmic disturbances (6:12–17) 

Interlude (Chapter 7): The sealing of the 144,000 Jewish witnesses (vv. 1–8) and the great 
multitude of Tribulation saints who have been martyred (vv. 9–17). 

7. Seventh Seal – Opens the Seven Trumpets. 

C. The Seven Trumpets (Revelation 8–15) 

1. Hail, fire, and blood – one-third of the earth destroyed (8:7) 

2. Great mountain cast into the sea – one-third of the sea becomes blood (8:8–9) 

3. Wormwood – one-third of fresh water poisoned (8:10–11) 

4. One-third of sun, moon, and stars darkened (8:12–13) 

5. (First Woe) – Tormenting locusts with scorpion tails led by Apollyon/Abaddon (9:1–
12) 

6. (Second Woe) – Demonic army of 200 million that kills one-third of mankind (9:13–
21) 
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Interlude (Revelation 10:1–11:13): The little book and the two witnesses. 

7. (Third Woe) Seventh Trumpet – Announces the coming of the kingdom and 
introduces the final Seven Vials (11:14–19). 

Further Interlude (Chapters 12–15): 

• Chapter 12 – The woman (Israel), the Child (Christ), and the dragon (Satan). 

• Chapter 13 – The two beasts: Antichrist (sea) and False Prophet (earth). 

• Chapter 14 – Three final angelic messages of warning and judgment. 

• Chapter 15 – Prelude to the Vial Judgments. 

D. The Seven Vials (Bowls) of God’s Wrath (Revelation 16) 

1. Noisome and grievous sores (16:2) 

2. Sea becomes blood (16:3) 

3. Fresh water turns to blood (16:4–7) 

4. Scorching fire from the sun (16:8–9) 

5. Darkness over the beast’s kingdom (16:10–11) 

6. Euphrates River dries up (preparing for Armageddon, 16:12–16) 

Illustration / Interesting Side Note: 

The Euphrates River, mentioned in Revelation 16:12, continues to face significant 
challenges with critically low water levels in recent years. Due to prolonged drought, 
climate change, and upstream dam management, large stretches—especially in Syria and 
Iraq—have shrunk dramatically at times, exposing more of the riverbed and creating 
severe water scarcity for millions. Recent rainfall in early 2026 has brought some 
temporary relief with higher inflows, yet the long-term outlook remains concerning, with 
experts warning the river could run dry in parts of Iraq by around 2040 if current patterns 
continue.2 

This is not the fulfillment of the sixth vial. That future judgment will be a sudden, 
supernatural act of God that fully dries the river to prepare the way for the kings of the 
east and the Battle of Armageddon. What we see today is a gradual, explainable decline 
that highlights the fragility of this region and the world system apart from God’s sustaining 
hand. 

 
2 Center for Strategic and International Studies, “The Future of the Euphrates River,” https://features.csis.org/the-future-of-

the-Euphrates-River/; “Rainfall Drives Higher Inflows to Iraq’s Tigris, Euphrates,” Shafaq News, April 3, 2026, 
https://shafaq.com/en/society/Rainfall-drives-higher-inflows-to-Iraq-s-Tigris-Euphrates. 
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7. Greatest earthquake and hailstorm in history (16:17–21) 

E. Mystery Babylon and Commercial Babylon Fall (Chapters 17–18) Another parenthetical 
section: Chapter 17 describes religious Babylon (the false religious system); Chapter 18 
describes the fall of commercial/political Babylon. 

F. The Second Coming of Christ (Chapter 19) Heaven opens, and the King of kings returns 
on a white horse with the armies of heaven to defeat the forces of evil at Armageddon. 

G. The Millennium, Final Rebellion, and Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20) 

During this thousand-year reign (the Millennium), Christ rules the earth in righteousness 
from Jerusalem, fulfilling many Old Testament promises. 

• Satan is bound for 1,000 years. 

• The saints reign with Christ during the Millennium. 

• Satan is released briefly, leads one final rebellion, and is cast into the lake of fire. 

• The Great White Throne Judgment of the unsaved dead. 

H. The New Heaven, New Earth, and New Jerusalem (Revelation 21–22) The eternal state—
paradise fully regained. No more curse, no more tears, no more death. The throne of God 
and of the Lamb is there, and we shall see His face and serve Him forever. 

Closing Thoughts for Preaching 

This overview is designed to give our people the “big picture” of Revelation so that as we 
move through the book in coming weeks, they will not get lost in the details. More 
importantly, it should stir our hearts with hope, holiness, and urgency. Jesus is coming 
soon—perhaps today! Let us be found faithful when He returns. 

In light of these coming events, the question for each of us tonight is simple: Are we ready 
for the Rapture? Are we living as those who love His appearing? 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20) 

 

 

 


