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Sunday Evening Message 
May 11, 2025 
“The Beginning of the End of the Northern Kingdom” 
Series – 1st and 2nd Kings 
Text – 2 Kings 15:8 - 31  

Introduction 

In the last message, we examined the reign of King Uzziah (Azariah) of the southern 
kingdom who was a good king that became lifted up with pride and tried to offer incense 
on the altar of incense in the Temple in Jerusalem, which was job that was reserved solely 
for priests. When confronted by priests who stopped him from committing this sinful act, 
the king became wroth, and as a result was struck with leprosy and then had to remain 
separated from the congregation of Israel for the remainder of his life. 

In the rest of this chapter, we will get short glimpses of the last six kings of the northern 
kingdom, all of which were evil. Three of these kings had very short reigns because they 
were assassinated. Many of these kings reigned when Uzziah (Azariah) was the king over 
Judah. It was during the reign of the last two kings that the northern kingdom was attacked 
and eventually conquered by the army of Assyria. 

Kings of Judah and Israel 

 
The importance principle to understand that is exemplified through these six kings is: 

"2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth 
rule, the people mourn." (Proverbs 29:2) 

When a king was righteous and submitted to the will of God, his reign was typically long 
and prosperous. The people were benefitted, mightily blessed, and protected. The people 
were usually a reflection of their king. The northern kingdom of Israel did not have any 
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righteous kings. They were all bad, and though it took a little over two hundred years, the 
people fell further and further away from the will of God and eventually were removed 
from the land that God had given them. 

I. Zechariah (vs. 8 – 12) 

Zechariah was a bad king who was assassinated by his successor, Shallum. His reign was 
only six months. His death ended the dynasty of King Jehu who assassinated Ahab’s 
grandson, Joram and had Jezebel, Ahab’s wife put to death. 

Zechariah’s death was a fulfillment of the prophecy given (v. 12): 

"30 And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is 
right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in 

mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel." (2 Kings 
10:30) 

Note – There are twenty-nine men in the Bible with the name Zechariah.1 

II. Shallum (vs. 13 – 15) 

Shallum was a bad who only reigned for one month and was assassinated by Menahem 
who was likely a member of Israel’s military. 

"7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap." (Galatians 6:7) 

"27 Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon 
him." (Proverbs 26:27) 

Note that Menahem came from Tirzah, which is mentioned prominently in 1st and 2nd Kings. 
It was an early capital of the northern kingdom (1 Kings 14:17; 15:21, 33; 16:6,8,9, 
15,17,23). 

III. Menahem (vs. 16 – 22) 

Menahem was an especially bad king who brutally murdered the pregnant women in the 
city of Tiphsah and the surrounding area because they refused to yield to him. This brutal 
custom of “ripping” pregnant women was mentioned back in chapter eight in association 
with Hazael of Syria: 

"12 And Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord? And he answered, Because I know the evil 
that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and 

	
1 Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Distinct, “Be” Commentary Series (Colorado Springs, CO: Victor, 2002), 105. 
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their young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up 
their women with child." (2 Kings 8:12) 

Hosea prophesied many years earlier that this would happen to the people of Israel: 

"16 Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall 
by the sword: their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be 

ripped up." (Hosea 13:16) 

Notice – here is where we see the increasing power of the Assyrian empire. Menahem 
taxed the people so that he could give Pul, the king of Assyria, a thousand talents of silver, 
which was equivalent to thirty-seven tons. Each of the wealthy men were required to give 
fifty shekels, which was equivalent to twenty ounces ($600.00). 60,000 men were required 
to meet this need at fifty shekels per person. 

Note – the total value of silver that was paid to Assyria was about $35 million. 

Menahem died after reigning for ten years. 

IV. Pekahiah (vs. 23 – 26) 

Pekahiah governed for a brief period of two years before being assassinated by Pekah, 
who evidently held authority over Gilead, the region situated east of the Jordan River. 

V. Pekah (vs. 27 – 31) 

In addition to what we see here, Pekah is also mentioned in 2 Chronicles and in Isaiah: 

"5 Wherefore the LORD his God delivered him [King Ahaz] into the hand of the king of Syria; 
and they smote him, and carried away a great multitude of them captives, and brought 
them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote 
him with a great slaughter. 6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and 
twenty thousand in one day, which were all valiant men; because they had forsaken the 
LORD God of their fathers. 7 And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king's 
son, and Azrikam the governor of the house, and Elkanah that was next to the king. 8 And 
the children of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two hundred thousand, women, 
sons, and daughters, and took also away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to 
Samaria. 9 But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded: and he went out 
before the host that came to Samaria, and said unto them, Behold, because the LORD God 
of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have 
slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto heaven. 10 And now ye purpose to keep under 
the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen unto you: but are there 
not with you, even with you, sins against the LORD your God? 11 Now hear me therefore, 
and deliver the captives again, which ye have taken captive of your brethren: for the fierce 
wrath of the LORD is upon you. 12 Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, 
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Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, and Jehizkiah the son of 
Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came from the war, 13 
And said unto them, Ye shall not bring in the captives hither: for whereas we have offended 
against the LORD already, ye intend to add more to our sins and to our trespass: for our 
trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel. 14 So the armed men left the 
captives and the spoil before the princes and all the congregation. 15 And the men which 
were expressed by name rose up, and took the captives, and with the spoil clothed all that 
were naked among them, and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to 
drink, and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them upon asses, and brought them 
to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their brethren: then they returned to Samaria." (2 
Chronicles 28:5-15) 

"1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of 
Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up 
toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. 2 And it was told the 
house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and 

the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind. 3 Then said the 
LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end 
of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field; 4 And say unto him, 

Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these 
smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 5 

Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, 
saying, 6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, 

and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal: 7 Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall 
not stand, neither shall it come to pass. 8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head 
of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that 

it be not a people. 9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 
Remaliah's son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established." (Isaiah 7:1-9) 

Apparently Pekah had conspired with Syria to put up a resistance against Assyria and 
because Judah would not join them, Israel and Syria attacked Judah, which God allowed. 
However, God would not allow them to be taken captive. God caused Israel to return the 
captives. Eventually, Assyria would conquer portions of the northern kingdom and take 
them into captivity. 

VI. Hoshea (Chapter 17:1 - 6) 

Hoshea was a puppet for the King of Assyria who conspired against Pekah and killed him. 
Hoshea would eventually rebel against Assyria, which resulted in Assyria completely taking 
over the northern kingdom. 
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