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Sunday Evening Message 
May 18, 2025 
“The End of the Northern Kingdom” 
Series – 1st and 2nd Kings 
Text – 2 Kings 17 

Introduction 

In the last message, we examined the beginning of the end of the northern kingdom 
through the brief descriptions of the six last kings given in 2 Kings 15: Zechariah, Shallum, 
Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea. Hoshea was the last king, and we just introduced 
him briefly in the last message. Today, we will examine him again and see what happens 
to Israel during his reign. 

Note – we are skipping over the last few verses in chapter 15 and all of chapter 16 for now 
as they deal with kings of Judah. 

Kings of Judah and Israel 

 
I. The Conquering (Fall) of Samaria (vs. 1 – 6) 

Hoshea had a deal with the Assyrians for a while, which kept them from completely 
conquering the northern kingdom. However, Hoshea tried to pull a fast one against Assyria 
by brokering a deal with Egypt. Assyria found out about it and sent their armies into 
Samaria. It took three years for Samaria to be destroyed. Samaria was the capitol city and 
was the last holdout for Israel but in 722 BC, it was conquered, and the people were taken 
into captivity. MacArthur states: “according to Assyrian records, the Assyrians deported 
27,290 inhabitants of Israel to distant locations.”1 

	
1	John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 545. 
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II. The Cause for their Fall (vs. 7 – 23) 

This is exactly what God had warned them about when he gave them the land (Read 
Deuteronomy 28:1 – 19; 25; 32 – 37; 48 – 52; 63 - 65) 

Notice in v. 13, the northern kingdom was warned several times because God had sent 
them prophets. Elijah and Elisha were prophets to the northern kingdom; so were Jonah, 
Amos, and Hosea. The people did not listen. 

Notice in v. 16, the two calves – Way back when Jeroboam first split from the southern 
kingdom, he set up a false worship system in the north that would prevent the people from 
travelling down to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple: 

"25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out 
from thence, and built Penuel. 26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom 

return to the house of David: 27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the 
LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even 

unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of 
Judah. 28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto 

them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other 
put he in Dan. 30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the 

one, even unto Dan. 31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the 
lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. 32 And Jeroboam ordained a 

feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in 
Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that 
he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 

33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the 
eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart; and ordained a 

feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense." (1 
Kings 12:25-33) 

Notice v. 19 – The sins of the northern kingdom were also in the southern kingdom. The 
only thing that gave the southern kingdom some more time was the fact that they had a 
few good kings and few periods where there was national repentance. The Assyrians tried 
to conquer Judah right after they defeated Samaria, but King Hezekiah was on the throne 
in Jerusalem, and he begged God twice to spare them, and God did. However, by 586 BC, 
nearly 140 years after the fall of Samaria, Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians. 

Israel was conquered because they had forsaken God. If America is conquered someday, it 
will be because she has completely forsaken God. Unfortunately, she is moving in that 
direction today. 
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Your family will also be defeated if you forsake God. 

III. The Compromise of the New Inhabitants of Israel (vs. 24 – 41) 

The Assyrians deported many of the Israelites out of the land and then replaced them with 
Assyrians from all over their empire. 

However, even though it was of God that the Israelites be conquered because they had 
forsaken Him, God was still not going to bless these foreigners who had taken over His 
nation and land. 

Notice in vs. 25 – 26 that God sent lions into the land as a form of judgment. 

The Assyrians were right to assume that the lions were sent as a judgment of God. However, 
there solution was all wrong. The king of Assyria took one of the priests that were taken 
out of Israel and put him back in the land to teach these new inhabitants of the land how 
to worship the God of Israel. The problem was that the priests that were taken from Israel 
were false priests to start with. They were part of the false worship system set up by 
Jeroboam. 

The Assyrians did not understand the God of Israel and as a result they unknowingly 
brought in a priest that was almost as clueless as they were. 

The result was a mixed religious system that incorporated false worship in with the true 
worship of the God of Israel. 

This is exactly what we see taking place in America (or in the Christian world today).  

"1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers 

of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away." (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

We look to people who are almost as clueless as the world to figure out what God would 
want us to do. We should be looking into the Word of God to see what God expects of us. 

Let’s look to the Bible and see what it says about our worship of and service to the Lord. 
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