Sunday Evening Message
May 24, 2026
Revelation One — “The Unveiling of Our Glorious Christ”

Part Three - “The Lord’s Instruction to John” (vs. 17b — 20)
Introduction

Last week we stood with John on the island of Patmos and saw the overwhelming vision of
the glorified, risen Christ. The sight was so majestic and terrifying that John fell at Jesus’
feet as if dead.

Tonight, in the final section of chapter 1, we get to watch the tender, gracious response of
our Lord. After the vision comes the touch, the words, and the commission. This is one of
the most encouraging pictures in all of Scripture: the same glorious Christ who could have
left John trembling on the ground reaches down in compassion and says, “Fear not.”

If you've ever felt overwhelmed by life, by the future, or even by your own walk with God,
this passage is for you. Let’s see how the Lord encouraged His servant, commanded him,
and clarified what he was seeing.

A. The Lord’s Courage (vs. 17b — 18)
You will notice the first thing the Lord does is encourage him:
"And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not;" (Revelation 1:17b)
The Lord put his hand upon him, just as he did on the Mount of Transfiguration:
"And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid." (Matthew 17:7)

Then the Lord assured John that he had nothing to fear in the Lord. “Fear not” is one of
the most oft repeated commandments in the Bible. The exact phrase is found 63 times in
the Bible and is often used by God or a messenger of God while reassuring a fearful
believer. We have a lot to be afraid of in this world. There is a lot of evil out there. If it
were not for God restraining evil on the earth (2 Thessalonians 2:7), literally “all hell
would break lose.” Without God, we have every reason to fear. With God we have
nothing to fear.

Jesus identifies Himself again to John, which is also something He often did on earth to
reassure the disciples. Remember when the Twelve were out on the Sea of Galilee in a
storm when Jesus walked out to them, and when they first saw Him, they didn’t
recognize Him at first and were afraid:

"But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid.”
(Matthew 14:27 —also Mark 6:50; John 6:20)



"..lam the first and the last:” (Revelation 1:17c)
Note — we discussed “the first and the last” back in vs. 8 and 11,

"Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God." (Psalm 90:2)

This phrase speaks of both the eternality of Christ and the deity of Christ. (See also 2:8;
21:6; 22:13)

He repeatedly uses the phrase, “l am” in these verses. We first see this phrase used to
explain the eternal present tense of God in Exodus:

"And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto you." (Exodus 3:14)

Isaiah also includes similar language:

"Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; | am he; | am the first, | also am the
last.” (Isaiah 48:12)

John’s gospel contains the phrase, “I am” 64 times, including the following:

"And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." (John 6:35)

"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. ... Jesus said unto them,
Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham was, | am." (John 8:12, 58)

"Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, | say unto you, | am the door of the
sheep. ... | am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." (John
10:7, 11)

"Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live:" (John 11:25)

“I'am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman." (John 15:1)

Christ’s reassurance is based upon the fact that He has proven, through His resurrection,
to have complete power over “hell and death”.

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen,; and have
the keys of hell and of death." (Revelation 1:18)

Thomas comments on the reference to “he that liveth”:

“The living one” is a common description of God in both the OT and the NT (Josh.
3:10; Pss. 42:2; 84:2; Hos. 1:10; Matt. 16:16; 26:63; Acts 14:15; Rom. 9:26; 2 Cor.
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3:3;6:16; 1 Thess. 1:9; 1 Tim. 3:15; 4:10; Heb. 3:12; 9:14; 10:31; 1 Pet. 1:23; cf.
Deut. 32:40; Isa. 49:18; Jer. 5:2; Dan. 12:7). In essence, it says He has life in His
essential nature. This contrasts Him to the dead or inanimate gods of heathenism.
Christ has this same essential nature (cf. John 5:26).

The resurrection is the central doctrine to the Christian faith. Christ proved that He was
God through His resurrection. He did what He said He would do, and He also says that He
will raise us up as well. The fact that we will be raised from these corruptible bodies and
from this sin-cursed earth is a source of great comfort to believers today as well. 1
Thessalonians 4 explains the rapture of the church and the resurrection of “those that
sleep.”

"Wherefore comfort one another with these words." (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
McGee has an interesting perspective on the comfort we can receive from this verse:

Most of us have a guilt complex. We are afraid somebody will point a finger at us
and say, “You are guilty.” We are, of course, but Paul deals with this question in
Romans 8:34, where he says, “Who is he that condenmeth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us.” Where is the fellow who is going to condemn you?
Paul says, “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ who died.” Do you find fault
with me? Do you say | am a great sinner? | want you to know that Christ died for
me, and He is risen from the dead. He rose for my justification to show that | am
forgiven and that | am going to heaven someday. And He is even at the right hand
of God—how wonderful—and He makes intercession, that is, He prays for me.?

The fact that He is “alive forevermore” assures us that He will always be here to care for
us, protect us, and supply our needs. His mercy, grace, and forgiveness will never run out
because He will always be here.

"Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them." (Hebrews 7:25)

The “keys of hell and death” speak of Christ’s authority. The owner holds the keys. Christ
has complete power over hell and death.

The word “hell” is translated from the Greek word, hades (d&ng), which is sometimes
used to refer to the grave, but most times refers to the place where departed souls go.

Walvord explains the distinction:

1 Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1-7: An Exegetical Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1992), 111.
2 Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 5 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 896.
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The statement that He has the keys of hell and of death implies that He is sovereign
over physical death which terminates life in this world as well as over hell (Gr.,
hades), the life after death. The Greek word hades commonly translated “hell”
refers to the intermediate state and is to be distinguished from the lake of fire or
Gehenna, which refers to the eternal state.®

The point is that we do not have to fear because the One who saved us, and the One we
worship and serve has complete authority over death and Hell, and He says, we do not
have to worry about it:

"Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.
Believest thou this?" (John 11:25-26)

"We are confident, | say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present
with the Lord." (2 Corinthians 5:8)

When fear creeps in—fear of the future, fear of death, fear of failure—remember whose
hand is on your shoulder and whose voice is speaking: “Fear not. | am alive forevermore...
and | have the keys.”

B. The Lord’s Command (v. 19)

"Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which
shall be hereafter;" (Revelation 1:19)

Jesus commands John to write. The outline given here in v. 19 is the outline for the entire
Book of Revelation. “The things which thou hast seen” represent the images that John
had seen here in chapter one. “The things which are” represent the letters to the seven
churches which will be given in chapters two and three. The things discussed in chapters
two and three are the issues that we are struggling with still today. Finally, “the things
which shall be hereafter” represent the prophecies of future events given in the rest of
the Book of Revelation, beginning with chapter four.

Note — see notes on v. 11 for information on all the times that John is commanded to
write.

There is strong agreement among conservative theologians as to the interpretation of v.
19:

Regarding this outline in v. 19, the John Walvord states:

This outline harmonizes beautifully with the concept that most of Revelation
(beginning in chap. 4) is future, not historic or merely symbolic, or simply

3 John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Galaxie Software, 2008), 47.
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statements of principles. It is significant that only a futuristic interpretation of
Revelation 4—22 has any consistency. Interpreters following the allegorical
approach to the book seldom agree among themselves on their views. This is also
true of those holding to the symbolic and historical approaches.*

Thomas states:

The threefold division is the most natural understanding of the symmetrical
grammatical construction of 1:19 and fits the contents of the Apocalypse quite
well. Eides, an aorist tense, is best explained as looking back to the vision of Christ
that is now past (contrast blepeis, present tense, in 1:11). “The things which are”
(ha eisin) is accurate as a description of the messages to the seven churches that
detail specific conditions in the churches of John’s day and throughout the period
until the events foretold in 4:1 ff. begin to unfold. The similarity of ha mellei
genesthai meta tauta to ha dei genesthai of 1:1 (see earlier discussion at 1:1) and
22:6 and to ha dei genesthai meta tauta of 4:1 is strong evidence that the third
relative clause of 1:19 points to chapters 4—22, which constitutes the main body of
the book (Swete; Charles; Smith). It is natural that this is the longest of the three
sections.

The strengths of the three-part view of 1:19 combined with the weaknesses of the
other views make it the most desirable choice. John, therefore, was commissioned
to write a three-part work, the bases for which were the vision of Christ he had just
received, the messages of Christ about to be dictated to the seven churches of
Asia, and revelations about the future period after conditions represented in the
churches are past.”

C. The Lord’s Clarification (v. 20)

"The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." (Revelation 1:20)

The Lord will now clarify for John’s (and our) understanding “the mystery” of the seven
stars and the seven candlesticks.

Note — the word “mystery” in Scripture refers to something that had been previously
veiled to our understanding. Jesus is revealing the mystery of the stars and candlesticks
to John, and through John, to us. (See also Mark 4:11; Romans 11:25; 16:25; 1
Corinthians 15:51; Ephesians 3:3,4, & 9; 5:32; Colossians 1:27; Revelation 17:7 —

4 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and
R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 931.

> Thomas, Revelation 1-7, 115.



regarding the word, “mystery”. Also - 1 Thessalonians 4:13 — “/ would not have you be
ignorant”)

1. The Seven Stars — “the angels of the seven churches”
See the notes from Revelation 1:16a regarding these angels.

| lean toward the fact that these “angels” were human leaders from within the churches.
It would be strange for Jesus to dictate these letters to John, and then have John give
them to an angel.

Thomas points out:

Another approach is to take angeloi as referring to human messengers, each of
whom was a bishop or main leader in the church in his own city. This is in accord
with the scriptural practice of having a star to represent highest dominion (Num.
24:17; Isa. 14:12; Matt. 2:2) and a faithful or a false teacher (Dan. 12:3; Jude 13).
Either of these symbolisms would be appropriate to church leadership (Lee). The
fact that the messengers of chapters 2 and 3 represent and are responsible for the
actions of the churches also points to people in leadership positions (Alford). The
selection of these seven by the individual churches to go and minister to John on
Patmos would seem to necessitate their holding some type of leadership role
(Walvoord).®

Swindoll states:

Therefore, we should understand that when Jesus told John to write his messages
to each angelos of the seven churches, he referred to what we call today the
“pastors” of the churches—men with whom John was probably familiar. We must
also realize, however, that though the primary recipient was the pastor of each
church, 1:11 reminds us that these messages were intended for the churches
under each pastor’s care.’

2. The Seven Candlesticks — “the seven churches”

These are the seven churches that were introduced to us in v. 11 and will be the subject
of chapters two and three.

God is very careful to give an accurate recording of what John saw, and He also often
gave us an explanation of the meaning of some of the symbolism used.

Revelation, with assistance from such other symbolic books as Daniel and Ezekiel,
was intended by God to be understood by careful students of the entire Word of

®lbid, 117 — 118.
7 Charles R. Swindoll, Insights on Revelation (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 34.
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God. Like the Book of Daniel, it will be better understood as history unfolds.
Though timeless in its truth and application, it is a special comfort to those who
need guidance in the days leading up to Christ’s second coming.®

Conclusion

As we conclude our discussion of the first chapter, let’'s remember that this Prophecy,
which is filled with symbolism and mystery, is a very relevant Book for us today. It helps
us to understand our glorious, resurrected Lord, as contrasted from the earthly images
we see in the gospels. It will also cause us to see (in chapters 2 — 3) the condition of our
churches and help us realize that God is aware of faults and knows what we need to do
get right. Finally, we will see (beginning in chapter 4) what lies ahead for this sin-cursed
world on earth, as well as for the blood-washed saints in Heaven.

Revelation is not meant to be a puzzle that only a few elite scholars can understand. With
the help of the rest of Scripture (especially Daniel and Ezekiel), careful students of God'’s
Word can grasp its message. This book is timely as well as prophetic.

So, what does this mean for us this week?

1. Let the living Christ calm your fears. Whatever storm or uncertainty you’re facing
right now, hear Him say, “Fear not. | am alive forevermore. | hold the keys.” Lay
your head on the same chest that John leaned on.

2. Remember the outline. When you read Revelation, keep asking: Is this about the
vision of Christ? The current state of the churches? Or future events? This will keep
you from confusion.

3. Take your responsibility seriously. If you are a pastor, teacher, or leader, Jesus is
speaking to you about the church you serve. If you’re a church member, pray for
your pastor and support the work God has given him.

4. Live with confident hope. Because Christ is risen and holds the keys of death and
Hades, we do not grieve as those who have no hope. One day every wrong will be
made right, every tear wiped away, and we will be with Him forever.

Let’s close by remembering the words of the Lord Himself: “Fear not... | am alive for
evermore.”

8 Walvoord, “Revelation,” 931.



