Sunday Evening Message

July 6, 2025

“King Hezekiah”

Series — 15t and 2" Kings

Text — 2 Kings 17 (Passages dealing with Hezekiah are also found in Isaiah 36 — 39 and
2 Chronicles 29 — 32)

Introduction (vs. 1 —3)
In 2 Kings 17, we learn about King Hezekiah

When Hezekiah became king over the southern kingdom of Judah, the northern kingdom
of Israel had already been taken into captivity. The spiritual condition of Judah was not
much better than that of her neighbors to the north. In the previous chapter the Lord
stated that Judah was not innocent, and though they were perhaps not as bad as Israel,
they had forsaken the Lord at times.

"13 Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by
all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my
statutes, according to all the law which | commanded your fathers, and which | sent to
you by my servants the prophets. 14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the LORD their God. ...
19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the
statutes of Israel which they made." (2 Kings 17:13-14, 19)

Perhaps the reason that Israel had gotten completely away from God was that they had
distanced themselves from the influence of the Temple. When they originally split from
the southern kingdom, their leader Jeroboam set up the golden calves in Dan and in Bethel
to keep the northern people from heading south to worship God at the Temple.

The people of Judah, though heavily influenced by their pagan neighbors still had God in
their midst through the worship system set up by God through the priests and the Temple.

The religious rituals that they participated in were constant reminders of God, and they
may have been the thing that kept Judah from wandering too far away.

Practical Point — the influence of the Church (or churches) in America may be one of the
things that God is using to keep America from wandering completely away.

The local church has been used in the lives of many a wandering saint to keep them in or
bring them back to God.

Hezekiah reigned over Judah for twenty-nine years and he was a great king. Like all good
men, he had his failures, which we will discover as we study his life.
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We will study the life of Hezekiah chronologically, comparing what we learn from 2 Kings
to what is available to us from 2 Chronicles.

When we compare 2 Chronicles 29 with this first chapter from 2 Kings, we see that
Hezekiah recognized that the problems with Judah were spiritual. Once again, the heart of
the problem is always a problem of the heart. The problems that Judah was experiencing
were because she had a heart problem. She had forsaken God. Perhaps not to the extent
that Israel to the north had, but she was away from God, nonetheless.

l. The Commitment of Hezekiah to the Lord (2 Kings 18:4 — 7)
Judah had an idolatry problem. The people were worshipping idols.

Hezekiah was so adamant about removing any item of worship that broke in pieces the
Brazen Serpent, which was no doubt a very important part of Israel’s history. Yet, it became
something that the people worshipped and needed to go. Even good things become evil
when we put them in the place of God.

The story of the brazen serpent is found in the Book of Numbers:

"4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of
Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 5 And the
people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water,; and our

soul loatheth this light bread. 6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and

they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 7 Therefore the people came to
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against
thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for

the people. 8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a

pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall
live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass,
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived."
(Numbers 21:4-9)

Jesus referenced this even and compared His being lifted on the Cross to the brazen
serpent being lifted on a pole:

"14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up:" (John 3:14)

This was a very bold and decisive move on Hezekiah’s part, and there is no doubt that it
was extremely controversial. Hezekiah was willing to make the tough decisions, the
unpopular choices.

Hezekiah called it “Nehushtan” — a thing of brass
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.  The Convening of the Priests and Levites (2 Chronicles 29:3 - 11)

The first thing that Hezekiah does to fix the problems with Judah was to go to the House
of God.

Notice vs. 6 —8 —the worship of God had been forsaken. The priests were no longer offeing
the incense, which represented the prayers of the people. Nor were they offering the
sacrifices.

The problem with our nation is a spiritual one as well. It is a heart problem. America is away
from God. The problem begins with the church, but the solution also begins with the
church:

"17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?" (1 Peter
4:17)

"14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land." (2 Chronicles 7:14)

The priest needed to sanctify themselves:

"10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to
morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 11 And be ready against the third day: for the
third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 12 And
thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that
ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount
shall be surely put to death: 13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be
stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet
soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount. 14 And Moses went down from the
mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. 15 And
he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives." (Exodus
19:10-15)

Notice in v. 5 — “the filthiness” had to be removed. Under previous kings, idols were
allowed inside of the Temple. Hezekiah told the priests to make sure that nothing was
inside the Temple that was not supposed to be there.

Practical Point — The New Testament tells us that our bodies are now the temple of the
Holy Ghost. What filthiness is inside your heart or your home that God would want
removed.




lIl.  The Consecration of the Temple (2 Chronicles 29:12 — 19)

Mission accomplished! It only took them a little over two weeks to get the Temple cleaned
out. They went right to work. They did not delay their obedience. The priests cleansed the
Holy Place, and the Levites cleaned out the rest. The priests would bring the stuff that
needed to be removed to the porch where it could be removed by the Levites.

IV. The Congregation of Judah Worshipped (2 Chronicles 29:20 — 36)

When the Temple was cleansed, Hezekiah rededicated it and the people rededicated
themselves to the Lord with burnt offerings and sin offerings. Some of these sacrifices were
for atonement for the sins of the nation, but others were free-will offerings, given out of
appreciation and thanksgiving to the Lord.

Notice v. 34 - the priests could not keep up with all the sacrifices and the Levites had to
help them. The Levites were quicker to get themselves ready to serve the Lord than the
priests were.

They also expressed their praises to God through music and singing.
Notice v. 35 — “the service of the house of the Lord was set in order”
"40 Let all things be done decently and in order." (1 Corinthians 14:40)
Conclusion
In this passage, we see the ingredients for revival:

1. There was separation — the filthiness was removed; the idolatry was removed.

2. There was sanctification — the people set themselves apart for the Lord.

3. There was singing — the people expressed their praise, thanksgiving, and worship
of the Lord through their songs of praise.

4. There was orderly service. It was done God’s way.



Kings of Israel and Judah

Saul 1050-1010 BC
David 1010-970
Solomon 970-930
Judah (and Benjamin) Israel (Ten Northern Tribes)
King Reign Character | Prophets King Reign Character | Prophets
1. Rehoboam | 931-913| 17 years Bad Shemaiah % Jer?boam 931-910| 22 years Bad Abijah
2. Abijah 913-911| 3 years Bad 2. Nadab | 910-909| 2 years Bad
3. Asa 911-870| 41 years Good 3. Baasha | 909-886 | 24 years Bad
4. Elah 886-885| 2 years Bad
5. Zimri 885 7 days Bad
2 6. Omri 885-874*| 12 years Bad Elijah
Jehoshaphat 870-848*| 25 years Good 7. Ahab | 874-853| 22 years Bad Micaiah
5. Jehoram | 848-841*| 8 years Bad 8. Ahaziah | 853-852| 2 years Bad
6. Ahaziah 841 1 years Bad 9. Joram 852-841| 12 years Bad Elisha
7. Athaliah 841-835| 6 years Bad 10. Jehu 841-814 | 28 years Bad
11.
8. Joash 835-796 | 40 years Good Joel  hoaiias 814-798 | 17 years Bad —
9. Amaziah 796-767 | 29 years Good 12. Jehoash | 798-782| 16 years Bad Amos
10. Uzziah B 13. . Hosea
K Azariah) 767-740*) 52 years Good Jeroboaii 782-753*| 41 years Bad
" ; 14.
11. Jotham 740-732*| 16 years Good I::;.:: schaiah 753-752| 6 mo Bad
12. Ahaz 732-716 | 16 years Bad 15. Shallum 752 1 mo Bad
. 16.
13. Hezekiah | 716-687| 29 years Good MMonaliein 752-742 | 10 years Bad
14. Manasseh | 687-642*| 55 years Bad 17. Pekahiah| 742-740| 2 years Bad
15. Amon 642-640| 2 years Bad Hg’t‘:‘:‘t‘k’zk 18. Pekah | 740-732"| 20 years| _ Bad
16. Josiah 640-608 | 31 years Good Zephaniah 19. Hoshea | 732-712| 9 years Bad
17. Jehoahaz 608 3 mo Bad 722 BC Fall of Samaria to Assyria
18. Jehoiakim | 608-597 | 11 years Bad Daniel
iachi Ezekiel
19. Jehoiachin| 597 3 mos Bad Jelr’:ml?; . * Co-regency
20. Zedekiah | 597-586| 11 years Bad
Destruction of Jerusalem, 9th Av, 586 BC, Babylonian Captivity
The Last Five Kings of Judah
1. Josiah
Reigned 31 years (640-609 BC)
2. Jehoahaz (Shallum) - - 5. Zedekiah
Reigned 3 months (609 BC) 3. Jeholakim (Ellakim) Reigned 11 years (597--586 BC)
: Reigned 11 years (609-598 BC) :
Taken prisoner to Egypt by Disd ki Jerisale Taken prisoner to Babylon by
Pharaoh Neco Nebuchadnezzar
4. Jehoichin (Jeconiah, Coniah)
Reigned 3 months (December 9, 598 - March 16, 597 BC)
Taken prisoner to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (with Ezekiel)
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