Sunday Evening Message

August 3, 2025

“Good and Right and Truth”

Series — 15t and 2" Kings

Text — 2 Kings 18:1 - 7; 2 Chronicles 31:1 — 22 (Passages dealing with Hezekiah are also
found in Isaiah 36 — 39 and 2 Chronicles 29 — 32)

Introduction (vs. 1 —7)

We have been sort of stuck in 2 Kings 18:1 — 7 for a few messages. The reason that we have
been stuck here is that 2 Kings does not give us as much information as 2 Chronicles does,
especially regarding the spiritual advancements that Hezekiah made. Isaiah also gives a lot
of information about Hezekiah in chapters 36 — 39, but most of it is regarding the
attempted invasion by the Assyrians.

The chronological context of the first few verses of 2 Kings 18 and 2 Chronicles 30 —31 are
in the beginning of the reign of Hezekiah, before Assyria was bearing down on them. He
reigned for 29 years. Assyria was always a threat, but their imminent invasion did not
happen until later in his reign. We will read more about Sennacherib and the Assyrians in
2 Chronicles 32. We already learned that the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom
but that had not taken place yet, either. 2 Kings 18:9 — 12 tell us that happened in the
fourth year of Hezekiah. However, the spiritual reforms began in Hezekiah’s first year.
Assyria’s invasion of Jerusalem will be discussed beginning in 2 Kings 18:13.

In the last message, we saw from 2 Chronicles 30 that the first order of business for
Hezekiah was to re-institute the Passover. Here, in 2 Chronicles 32, we read about the
additional spiritual reforms that Hezekiah made in Judah.

"12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen
for his own inheritance." (Psalm 33:12)

Hezekiah is seeing to it that the southern kingdom of Judah was giving God His rightful
place of preeminence within the nation, and this is why God will miraculously protect them
later when the Assyrians invade.

God blesses and protects those who give Him His rightful place of preeminence in their
lives:

"33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you." (Matthew 6:33)

"31 The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD." (Proverbs
21:31)
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We are going to see in this chapter all the things that Hezekiah did to get the nation back
on the right spiritual track. However, the main point of this message is found in the last
two verses of chapter 31. All that Hezekiah did, he did with all his heart. He was all in:

"20 And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that which was good and
right and truth before the LORD his God. 21 And in every work that he began in the service
of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it
with all his heart, and prospered.” (2 Chronicles 31:20-21)

When it came to serving God, Hezekiah did what was “good and right and truth,” and he
did with all his heart, and God caused it to prosper.

"6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an
inheritance the land, which | sware unto their fathers to give them. 7 Only be thou strong
and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which
Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that
thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good success." (Joshua 1:6-8)

David charged his son, Solomon:

"3 And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and
his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest
thyself: 4 That the LORD may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If

thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and
with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.” (1
Kings 2:3-4)

"1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the
LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."” (Psalm 1:1-3)

Hezekiah prospered and the people of Judah prospered as long as they were doing good
and right and truth and they were doing it with all their heart.

"5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might." (Deuteronomy 6:5)



"10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest." (Ecclesiastes 9:10)

l. Hezekiah Inspired the People to Be Separated (v. 1)

"1 Now when all this was finished, all Israel that were present went out to the cities of
Judah, and brake the images in pieces, and cut down the groves, and threw down the high
places and the altars out of all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, until
they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the children of Israel returned, every man to
his possession, into their own cities." (2 Chronicles 31:1)

“when all this was finished” — In the last chapter, they had kept the Passover and the seven
days of Unleavened Bread, which was concluded on the 22" day of the second month.

Notice in v. 7 that they begin piling up heaps of the offerings of God’s people on the third
month.

Notice that it was the people who “went out” to tear down the images, idols, and groves
where the pagan worship was taking place. The people had participated in the Passover
and now they were fired up for the Lord and wanted to purge their nation, including parts
of the northern kingdom of the idolatry.

Separation will not bring about revival, but a revived people will always desire to be
separated. You cannot legislate revival, though you can legislate separation. But a
legislated separation will not last. People must want to be separated. This is why preachers
yelling to their church members about separation does not work. The people need to be
taught about separation but unless they are in love with the Lord and have a fervent desire
to serve Him, they will not remain separated for long.

. Hezekiah Encouraged the People to Tithe (vs. 2 —6)
Read 2 Chronicles 31: 2-6

Tithing was commanded in the Law, but the people had obviously not been doing it.

Notice in v. 2, that Hezekiah appointed the priests and Levites to do their jobs. But for the
Levites and priests to be able to do what God called them to do, they would have to be
supported by the people. The people were to bring their offerings and sacrifices to the
Temple and the priests were supposed to take them and offer them to God on behalf of
the people. The Levites also had their various duties. If the people were participating in
worship by bringing these sacrifices, the priests and Levites would need to be there to take
care of them. Apparently, the people were not doing this before the time of Hezekiah, so
there was no need for many priests and Levites. And since the priests and Levites made
their living from receiving a portion of the offerings of the people, when there were no



sacrifices, there was no living for them, and they had to do other things to provide for their
families. Now, there was a need for them and support for them.

Notice in v. 4 the fact that people supporting the priests and Levites encouraged them “in
the Law of the Lord,” meaning that it provided a means for them to do what God had called
them to do and that when people do what they are called to do, they are encouraged.

Notice in v. 3, the king participated in the offering. He was not asking the people to do
something that he was not willing to do. He was an example to the people in giving.

lllustrate — Spiritual leaders need to be examples in giving.

lll.  Hezekiah Organized the Priests and Levites to Steward the Offerings (vs. 7 —
19)
A. The Heaps (vs. 6 —10)

Read 2 Chronicles 31:6 - 10

Notice in vs. 6, 7, 8, and 9 — the word, “heaps.” These were the piles of stuff that were
laying around because the people were now giving their offerings. Verse ten gives the
definition of what these heaps were — “this great store.”

The people were giving, which was certainly a blessing to the priests and Levites. But then,
God was also blessing the people because of their giving.

"38 Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure
that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again." (Luke 6:38)

"33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you." (Matthew 6:33)

Whan God’s people are right spiritually, they give.

"8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even
this whole nation. 10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough
to receive it. 11 And | will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field,
saith the LORD of hosts. 12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a
delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts." (Malachi 3:8-12)

Tithing is a biblical principle that was around long before the Old Testament Law came into
existence (Abraham and Jacob paid tithes). It was commanded by the Law, and it was

4



commended by Jesus (Matthew 23:33 — “these things ought ye to have done”). | think the
tithe is a good place to start when it comes to stewardship.

B. The Helpers (vs. 11 —19)

Now that the people were giving, Hezekiah had to organize the priest and Levites all over
the kingdom so that they would be able to properly steward the offerings of God’s people
and the service of God.

Read 2 Chronicles 31:11-19
The ministry must be properly organized.
"40 Let all things be done decently and in order." (1 Corinthians 14:40)

If a New Testament church is going to make the most out of what God has given it, it will
need to properly steward possessions, property, and people.

Conclusion

Go back to where we started — 2 Chronicles 31:20 — 21

God was prospering Hezekiah and Judah because they were doing what was good and right
and truth.

God will continue to bless this church if we will continue to do good and right and truth.

God will bless your home if your family will do good and right and truth.



Kings of Israel and Judah

Saul 1050-1010 BC
David 1010-970
Solomon 970-930
Judah (and Benjamin) Israel (Ten Northern Tribes)
King Reign Character | Prophets King Reign Character | Prophets
1. Rehoboam | 931-913| 17 years Bad Shemaiah % Jer?boam 931-910| 22 years Bad Abijah
2. Abijah 913-911| 3 years Bad 2. Nadab | 910-909| 2 years Bad
3. Asa 911-870| 41 years Good 3. Baasha | 909-886 | 24 years Bad
4. Elah 886-885| 2 years Bad
5. Zimri 885 7 days Bad
2 6. Omri 885-874*| 12 years Bad Elijah
Jehoshaphat 870-848*| 25 years Good 7. Ahab | 874-853| 22 years Bad Micaiah
5. Jehoram | 848-841*| 8 years Bad 8. Ahaziah | 853-852| 2 years Bad
6. Ahaziah 841 1 years Bad 9. Joram 852-841| 12 years Bad Elisha
7. Athaliah 841-835| 6 years Bad 10. Jehu 841-814 | 28 years Bad
11.
8. Joash 835-796 | 40 years Good Joel  hoaiias 814-798 | 17 years Bad —
9. Amaziah 796-767 | 29 years Good 12. Jehoash | 798-782| 16 years Bad Amos
10. Uzziah B 13. . Hosea
K Azariah) 767-740*) 52 years Good Jeroboaii 782-753*| 41 years Bad
" ; 14.
11. Jotham 740-732*| 16 years Good I::;.:: schaiah 753-752| 6 mo Bad
12. Ahaz 732-716 | 16 years Bad 15. Shallum 752 1 mo Bad
. 16.
13. Hezekiah | 716-687| 29 years Good MMonaliein 752-742 | 10 years Bad
14. Manasseh | 687-642*| 55 years Bad 17. Pekahiah| 742-740| 2 years Bad
15. Amon 642-640| 2 years Bad Hg’t‘:‘:‘t‘k’zk 18. Pekah | 740-732"| 20 years| _ Bad
16. Josiah 640-608 | 31 years Good Zephaniah 19. Hoshea | 732-712| 9 years Bad
17. Jehoahaz 608 3 mo Bad 722 BC Fall of Samaria to Assyria
18. Jehoiakim | 608-597 | 11 years Bad Daniel
iachi Ezekiel
19. Jehoiachin| 597 3 mos Bad Jelr’:ml?; . * Co-regency
20. Zedekiah | 597-586| 11 years Bad
Destruction of Jerusalem, 9th Av, 586 BC, Babylonian Captivity
The Last Five Kings of Judah
1. Josiah
Reigned 31 years (640-609 BC)
2. Jehoahaz (Shallum) - - 5. Zedekiah
Reigned 3 months (609 BC) 3. Jeholakim (Ellakim) Reigned 11 years (597--586 BC)
: Reigned 11 years (609-598 BC) :
Taken prisoner to Egypt by Disd ki Jerisale Taken prisoner to Babylon by
Pharaoh Neco Nebuchadnezzar
4. Jehoichin (Jeconiah, Coniah)
Reigned 3 months (December 9, 598 - March 16, 597 BC)
Taken prisoner to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (with Ezekiel)
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