Sunday Evening Message

September 15, 2024

Behold - Elijah is Here

Series — 1t and 2" Kings — The Ministries of Elijah and Elisha
Text — 1 Kings 18

Congregational Reading — 1 Kings 18

Introduction

God first sent the people of Israel a warning (a reminder):

"And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God
of Israel liveth, before whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according
to my word." (1 Kings 17:1)

God then sent judgment (retribution) — no rain

In this message, we are going to break down this chapter in 1 Kings, and we will see how God
brought a great revival to the people of Israel through the prophet Elijah.

When we conclude this message, we will see how that God uses a similar pattern in our day to
bring His people back to Him.

l. The Appearance of the Prophet (vs. 1 —-16)
A. Notice the Condition of Samaria
There was no rain for 3.5 years.

"Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not
rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit." - (James 5:17-18)

A 3.5-year drought would produce a lot of devastating consequences to a nation.

1 Loss of crops

2 Loss of livestock

3 Increase in food prices

4 Increase in disease

5 Increase in predators

6 Loss of navigation on rivers

7 Increase in wildfires

8 Conflicts over available water
B. Notice the Characters of the Story

Elijah — fearless man of God



Elijah has been in seclusion for these 3.5 years. God took care of him, at first, through the brook
and the raven; and then later through the woman of Zarephath.

Ahab - foe of God and God’s people

Ahab was the worst king that the northern kingdom of Israel had. He had a wife that hated God,
and God’s men; and she was the real power in the kingdom. Ahab went along with whatever
she wanted.

Obadiah - fearful but faithful man

Obadiah feared God, and He also feared Ahab; but He was also faithful. He hid one hundred of
God’s prophets when Ahab’s wife Jezebel was hunting them down and putting them to death.

There are relatively few Elijah’s out there; and there are also relatively few Ahab’s; but there
are a lot of Obadiah’s.

1. The Arrangement of a Contest (vs. 17 — 24)
v. 17 “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?”

The trouble with Israel is the same thing that troubles America. We have thrown God and His
Word under the bus, and we are doing our own thing.

Paul spoke of the day that we live in in his second letter to Timothy:

"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those
that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having
a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away." - (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

v. 21 Whose side are you on? — You and | need to decide whose side we are on; and we
need to make our position very plain to the people around us.

Moses said, “Who is on the Lord’s side?”
Joshua said, “Choose you this day whom you will serve”.
Elijah said, “How long halt ye between two opinions?”
v. 22 — “Elijah syndrome” | am the only one —no you’re not
[ll.  The Attempt by the Prophets of Baal (vs. 25 = 29)

v. 28 cutting, piercing, and tattooing are all prominent in pagan religious practices; but it
has always been forbidden for God’s people.

"Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: | am
the LORD." - (Leviticus 19:28)

IV.  The Altar of God Is Repaired (vs. 30 - 40)



v. 30 The altar of God is in neglect and disrepair in our day as well:
The Altar of the Scriptures
The Altar of Supplication
The Altar of the Services
The Altar of Separation
The Altar of Soulwinning
The Altar of Serving
The Altar of Sacrifice
v. 36 “at thy word” — Elijah was doing exactly what God told him to do.

v. 38 “the fire fell” — the fire of God’s Power will fall on our lives as well, if we will repair
His altar and revere His Word.

V. The Arrival of Rain (vs. 41 — 46)
Conclusion

God uses the same pattern in our day to bring His people back to Him.

1 He sends us reminders (warning)
2 He sends retribution (judgment)
3 He brings us to repentance

Repentance takes place when we re-affirm our allegiance to God, and we repair all those
broken-down altars in our lives. If we do those things, we will realize all the advantages of being
in a right relationship with God.

4 He sends rain (the blessing of God in our lives)



