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Sunday Night Message 
September 21, 2025 
“King Amon” 
Text – 2 Kings 21:19 – 24; 2 Chronicles 33:21 – 25  
Introduction 

In the last lesson from this series of messages examining the kings of Israel and Judah, we 
investigated the reign of King Manasseh, the son of King Hezekiah. We discovered that 
Manasseh was king for a very long period of 55 years. Unfortunately for much of that time, he 
did that which was very evil in the sight of the Lord. In fact, the Scripture tells us that, as far as 
the kings of Judah are concerned, he was the worst king in their history. The good news is that 
he did turn to God in faith at some point, probably near the end of his life, and he was able to 
reverse some of the bad decisions that he had made before his conversion. Manasseh paints a 
picture for us of the marvelous grace of the Lord. Though Manasseh’s sins before his conversion 
were “as scarlet,” they became “white as snow.” The story of Manasseh reminds us that it is 
never too late in life to turn to God, perhaps for the first time, or to turn back to God if you 
have slipped away. 

Today, we will look very quickly into the reign of Manasseh’s son, King Amon. 

Read 2 Kings 21:19 - 26 

1. Amon was a young man when he became the king, and he reigned for only two years. 

2. He inherited a kingdom that was under the thumb of the Assyrian Empire. 

"10 And the LORD spake to Manasseh, and to his people: but they would not hearken. 11 
Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which 
took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 12 

And when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly 
before the God of his fathers, 13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, and heard 
his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew 

that the LORD he was God." (2 Chronicles 33:10-13) 

3. The kingdom was also very idolatrous and wicked as it was in his father’s reign.  

Note – though Manasseh got saved at the end of his life and was able to make some changes in 
the kingdom, he did not have enough time, and his son, Amon, was likely an older teenager when 
his dad repented. Amon likely saw his dad as a crazy, religious nut, and was probably more in line 
with the way his dad was before his conversion.  

4. Unfortunately, Amon did not get saved like his father did. In fact, he added to the 
wickedness in the kingdom – “he trespassed more and more” (2 Chronicles 33:23). 

5. He was assassinated at a very young age by his servants. 
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6. The people of the land caught the conspirators, killed them, and placed Amon’s son, Josiah, 
on the throne. 

Conclusion 

When I think about these last three kings that we have examined, I am perplexed that a great 
king like Hezekiah could raise such a wicked person as Manasseh. And then, how could 
Manasseh who experienced a great conversion at the end of his life produce such a wicked son 
as Amon. Even more perplexing is the fact that Amon, a wicked king, would have a son, Josiah, 
who perhaps the best king that Israel ever had. 

We are taught a principle which reads like a promise in Proverbs that applies to these kings: 

"6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 
(Proverbs 22:6) 

Hezekiah  25 years old  Reigned for 29 years Died at 54 (Had Manasseh at 42) 

Manasseh 12 years old  Reigned for 55 years Died at 67 (Had Amon at 45) 

Amon  22 years old  Reigned for 2 years Died at 24 (Had Josiah at 16) 

Josiah  8 years old  Reigned for 31 years Died at 39  

Manasseh was 45 and still very wicked when Amon was born, but his grandson Josiah came along 
when Manasseh was 61, probably right around the time or shortly after he turned to the Lord. It 
could be that when Manasseh got saved, it was too late for him to have much influence on his 
teenage son, Amon, but possibly, he did have influence on his very young grandson, Josiah. 

Practical Thoughts 

1. Manasseh was likely raised right by Hezekiah as Hezekiah was a very godly man. However, 
Manasseh may have been negatively affected by his dad during those years that he was 
lifted up in pride. Watch out for pride. Stay humble; stay teachable; keep your life wholly 
submitted to God. 

2. Manasseh returned to the Lord at the end of his life – Proverbs 22:6. 

3. However, Manasseh did not raise his son, Amon,  in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord and as a result, he lost him. 

Illustration – Billy Sunday lost his kids. According to Bereanwife.net 

Helen Edith Sunday Haines, born in 1890, was the only child that was really raised by Nell 
Sunday. She died of disease and Pneumonia in 1932. 

George Marquis Sunday was born in 1892, William Ashley Sunday, Jr. in 1901, and Paul 
Thompson Sunday in 1907. These three sons were the source of untold grief and despair 
for their parents. They were drunkards, while their parents fought for Prohibition. They 
lived wild, riotous lives and embarrassed their parents. All three died before the age of 40 
in tragic violent deaths. The oldest son committed suicide after being arrested for 
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drunkenness and auto theft, one died while driving home drunk from a party, and the 
other crashed an airplane. 

That isn’t all, the three sons had a total of nine marriages between them. Nell Sunday 
was blackmailed and forced to pay large sums of money to the ex-wives in order to keep 
them silent about their son’s infidelities. 

Billy Sunday led hundreds of thousands of people to Christ, but perhaps, he could have spent a 
little more time and attention to his own children. 

4. Though Manasseh messed up with his own children, he may have been a godly influence 
on his grandson – Grandparents – use your influence any way that you can to help the 
younger generation. 
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