Sunday Evening Message

September 29, 2024

Training Your Replacement

Series — 1%t and 2" Kings — The Ministries of Elijah and Elisha
Text—1Kings 19:19 - 21

Congregational Reading — 1 Kings 19:19 - 21

Introduction

When we last left Elijah, he was deeply discouraged — so much so that he wanted to die:

"But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O
LORD, take away my life; for | am not better than my fathers." - (1 Kings 19:4)

Have you ever been there?

Have you ever been so downcast that you wanted to quit everything, including life itself?

Review the story from 1 Kings 18 & 19
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e Tremendous spiritual victory on Mt. Carmel — calls down fire from Heaven
e Slays all the prophets of Baal, as well as the prophets of the grove.
e Prays for rain —and after 3 and a half years of drought — it rains

e He runs ahead of King Ahab from Mt. Carmel to Jezreel a distance of some twenty
miles. (see map)

e He then runs from Queen Jezebel who put a bounty on his head all  the way
down to Beersheeba [another 100 miles]. (see map) He leaves his servant there
and goes further another day’s journey into the wilderness, and finally collapsed
under a juniper tree.

e He Then is ministered to by the angel who wakes him up, and feeds him, and
then lets him sleep some more, and wakes him up again to feed him again.

e He then travels while fasting under the command of the angel down to Mt Horeb
[another 200 miles].

He is tired — He is hungry — He is very discouraged (perhaps he thought the leadership of Israel
would finally lay down their opposition and rebellion against God and submit to Him.

Note — the battle is never over — we will never get to the place in this life where the devil
will quit fighting. There will always be more battles to fight, more mountains to conquer
while we are here on the earth.

e The bottom line is that he quits in his heart.

e Twice he declares to God that he is the only one out there serving God.
Look what God says to him invs. 15— 18:

"And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when
thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint
to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be
prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall
Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet | have left me
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which
hath not kissed him." - (1 Kings 19:15-18)

God essentially told Elijah — OK you want out, you got it — but the battle continues. If you don’t
want to fight anymore, then | am going to replace you.

Introductory Points

1. You are not the only one out there serving God. Though you may be the only one
that you know about, there are many that you cannot see. (lllustrate Tom Tesse)

2. If God is finished with you in a certain position, let Him move you, but don’t quit.
(lllustrate — ministry at Jersey Shore)
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3. The ministry does not depend on you or any other person — it depends on God. If
you leave your position — God will replace you, but you lose out on the blessing.

4. If you quit before God is through with you, you may find yourself on the outside
looking in —wanting to go back, but not being able to.

l. Elilah Commences to Find His Replacement (v. 19)
Who does he find?
A. A Man Recognized by God

We know absolutely nothing about Elisha except what we learned in v 16 — He is the son of
Shaphat, and he was from Abelmeholah, which is located on the Jordan River equidistant
between the Dead Sea, and the Sea of Galilee); but that is all we know about Him. Though He is
completely unknown to us and to Elijah, He is completely known to God.

Note — Elijah’s paradigm — his perspective on life was totally ignorant of Elisha. God would have
brought Elisha into the ministry, even if Elijah had not quit. Maybe instead of asking God to kill
him, or asking God to replace him, he should have just asked for some help.

Maybe instead of quitting here at Jersey Shore, we should just be asking and looking for the
Elisha’s that God may be sending in.

B. A Man Occupied in Work

This guy was found working. He was plowing with a team of twelve yoke of oxen. That is an
ambitious undertaking. There were apparently 12 men, each with two oxen in a yoke. Elisha
was with the twelth yoke. He was busy working.

God calls busy people. God calls people who are willing to work.

| believe that one of the greatest pre-requisites for ministry is a good work ethic. Talents will
only take you so far. Laziness is intolerable in the ministry.

1. Elisha Commits to Follow Elijah (v. 20)
A. Elisha Requests to Say Good-bye
B. Elijah Reminds Him of His Commitment.

Note — family can sometimes pressure you to go back on what you promised God. (lllustrate —
my family was against me going into the ministry)

Peter and Andrew; and James and John were faced with the same decision. Turn to Matthew
4:18 - 22

"And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and
I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. And going
on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a



ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. And they immediately
left the ship and their father, and followed him." - (Matthew 4:18-22)

[ll.  Elisha Cuts Out Any Ties That Would Cause Him to Forsake His Calling

He busted up his plow and boiled his oxen on the fire that he made with the wood from the
plow; and then fed all the people with the oxen that he cooked.

A. Elisha Sealed His Commitment

By doing this, He was removing any possibility of going back to his former occupation. He was
closing off any avenues of escape. There was going to be no turning back for him.

lllustrate — when | left to go off to Bible college, | lost any connection that | had to my family’s
business.

B. Elisha Stated His Commitment Publicly

By doing this he was telling everybody back home, that he was serious; and that he wouldn’t be
back.

"And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God." - (Luke 9:62)

Conclusion

You will notice that this message kind of mirrored the lives of these two men — Elijah and Elisha.
When we first started out, we were only focused on Elijah, but after a while, we shifted our
focus to Elisha. And that is exactly what happened in the reality of these two men’s lives. Elijah
will pass off the scene, but God will continue to do great things with Elisha. The work of God
continues — with or without you.

Find out what God is calling you to do, and get busy:

If you don’t know about something specific yet, then get busy doing the things that are revealed
in his Word.

Bible reading — attending church services and Sunday School — soul winning — discipleship — be
faithful in the little things

If you are faithful in those important things, God will give you something specific to do (teach a
Sunday School class; etc.); and give that task 1000% effort until God moves you on to the next
job that he may have for you — but don’t quit until you know for sure that it is God moving you.



