Sunday Evening Message
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Naboth’s Vineyard

Series — 1%t and 2" Kings — The Ministries of Elijah and Elisha
Text — 1 Kings 21

Introduction

When we last left Elijah, in 1 Kings 19, he was deeply discouraged to the point of death;
and had asked God to take his life from him. We can without doubt say that Elijah was
“weary in well-doing”. He was tired of the battle, and he wanted out of the ministry. God
did not take his life, but He did command Elijah to begin training the man who would
eventually bear his mantle and become the prophet in Elijah’s room.

You will notice that we are skipping over chapter 20. Neither Elijah or Elisha are
mentioned in 1 Kings 20, though there is a nameless prophet that appears three times to
King Ahab in that chapter. It is interesting that Elijah was sure that he was all alone in the
service of God. Remember what he said:

"And he said, | have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and |, even | only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." - (1 Kings
19:14)

Remember what God said in reply to this:

"Yet | have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal,
and every mouth which hath not kissed him." - (1 Kings 19:18)

There were 7000 out there that were on the same team as Elijah; yet he didn’t know
about them.

Practical Note — Let the people that minister for God to you know that you are for them;
that you support them; that you appreciate them. It will go a long way to encourage
them, and it may keep them from quitting.

The point is that Elijah wasn’t alone. There is this un-named prophet in chapter 20; and
then there is another powerful prophet, Micaiah, in chapter 22.



Chapter 20 makes for very interesting reading, but we will not take the time to deal with
it in detail today. In short, King Benhadad and the Syrian army are threatening Ahab and
the nation of Israel. Syria was Israel’s neighbor to the north; and had been enemies with
Israel for most of their history, even to this day. Twice, Syria comes down to attack Israel,
and twice they are defeated by the Israelites through the miraculous intervention of God.
The un-named prophet figures prominently into the story, telling King Ahab what to do.
By the end of the chapter, Ahab and Benhadad have become friends again, which makes
God very angry; and, once again, the man of God appears to Ahab to tell him so. King
Ahab was doing that which was right in his own eyes. He wasn’t following the Lord.

In chapter 21, we will see that Ahab is once again seeking to do what he wants to do; and
this time, we will see that he also has some help. His wife, Jezebel will play a prominent
role in Ahab’s rebellion against God. She is a type of Satan, tempting Ahab to sin against
God. In fact, this whole chapter is a picture of the fallen, lost man, as well as the old man,
the flesh, that lusts inside each one of us. The flesh wants what it wants, and occasionally,
the flesh will get a little help from the world or the devil, or both, to get us to yield to its
desires.

l. The Desire of Ahab (vs. 1 —4)

Ahab’s desire was not necessarily an evil desire, but it wasn’t something that God was

going to allow. (Explain the difference between sinful desires, and desires that are not

according to the will of God for you) Once God tells you no, it’s no. Our problem is that
we do not take no for an answer.

"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would." - (Galatians
5:17)

. The Direction of Jezebel (vs. 5—16)

As | mentioned before, Jezebel is a type of Satan. He will tempt you to take that which is
not yours, and do what is forbidden. His goal is to get you to do your thing, instead of
God’s thing.

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour:" - (1 Peter 5:8)



A. Satan is a Tempter — remember, he provoked David to number Israel. (1
Chronicles 21:1)

He tempted (unsuccessfully) the Lord Jesus.
Regarding pastors:

"Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the devil." - (1 Timothy 3:7)

He put it in the heart of Judas to betray the Lord. (John 13:2)
He is a resister of the will of God.

He is the accuser of the brethren.

God says that we are to resist Him.

"Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." - (James
4:7)

"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil." - (Ephesians 6:11)

B. Satan is a Facilitator
He will provide the means with which we can do that which he is tempting us to do.
. The Decree of God (vs. 17 — 24)

Judgment will always follow rebellion against God’s will. That applies to individuals as well
as to nations.

lllustrate — the bad storms that are affecting our area — the judgment of God???
IV. The Delay of Judgment (vs. 25 — 29)

Repentance may delay the judgment. Ahab repented. God is very merciful and forgiving,
and though He hates our sin, He will forgive it.

Conclusion
1. You have a flesh that desires to do what it wants to do:
a. Sometimes it wants to do good things.

b. Sometimes it wants to do things that are clearly forbidden by God.



c. Sometimes it wants to do things that are not necessarily wrong, they are just
not God’s will for you.

2. The world and the devil will help you do that which is forbidden by God.

3. God expects you to yield to His will regardless of what your flesh or the devil or the
world, want you to do.

4. Judgment will always follow disobedience.

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap." - (Galatians 6:7)

5. If you do, however, yield to the flesh, you must get it right with God right away.

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them
shall have mercy." - (Proverbs 28:13)

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness." - (1 John 1:9)



