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The Great Commission and Discipleship

Intro:

Last week we saw the need for the word of God. We saw the many different
ways that the word of God had been received and the challenges that come along with
sharing the gospel. This week we will look at the special relationship that discipleship
and evangelism have to each other. We will see how we can’t have one without the
other and if we are going to be successful, we must be doing both. Let’s start with the
Great Commission.

A) The Great Commission — Matthew 28:18-20
1. ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH — 18b

- There is something very at work as we fulfill God’s great commission.

- This is why discipleship works! It is not man’s plan...it is God’s plan, and He puts His
behind it.

- It's been nicknamed ‘“the great co-mission,” because we are not on this mission alone.
We go with God — 1 Cor. 3:7-9; 2 Cor. 6:1.

- When we meet with an individual and invest the words and principles of God into them

and they get it...it often feels like something has taken
place. It has! The power of God is at work and the discipler/disciple experience it
together.

2. GO-19a

- “Go” does not mean stay. Go as you walk the paths of your life. Don’t leave your
Christianity behind. Note: The gospel is always associated with our
—Rom. 10:15; Eph. 6:15.

- Only you go where you go. This mission is very to each one of us! —
1 Cor. 3:13; 7:17, 20, 24.

3. YE - 19b

- Ye is ALWAYS in the King James Bible. It is equivalent to y’alll

- This CANNOT be a commission for the original 12 disciples (apostles) only, because
it would have ended there...and we’re here!

- This CANNOT be a commission for pastors only, because there were no pastors
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present.

- It has been nicknamed “the great commission” and is open-ended because it is for
believers!

4. THEREFORE - 19c

- The therefore is because of His great power that is behind this mission (seen in v. 18b)

5. TEACH ALL NATIONS - 19d

- or sharing the gospel with the lost, is where the great
commission begins.

There is an element of teaching when we present the gospel. We must, therefore,
grow to learn how to teach all nations the gospel, with baptism to follow.

Mark 16:15 says go ye into all the world and preach the gospel...we are to teach it,
and we are to preach it!

This is a world-wide plan that will work in all nations in the world.

6. BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE
HOLY GHOST - 19e

- Baptism is the physical picture of the spiritual truth inside of the believer and is an
important step in the discipleship process that Jesus modeled. We know that baptism
is not necessary for salvation, but thus it us to fulfill all
righteousness — Matt. 3:15.

- The spiritual truth of baptism that is connected to the trinity (Father, Son, Holy Ghost) is
that the believer has been restored into the complete image of
God.

7. TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER | HAVE COMMANDED
YOU - 20a

- Personal discipleship and training is designed by God to have an It
officially ends when the disciple is fully equipped to observe all things.

A wise guy once said...Give a man a fish and feed him for a ; teach a
man to fish and feed him for a lifetime. This is the same outcome of discipleship.

- A disciple continues to learn and grow after training is over and then feaches others
also—2 Tim. 2:2.

8. AND, LO, | AM WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD — 20b
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- Lo is also translated elsewhere in Scripture...behold, see. ltis like the word

- We are reminded to look again and see that this is God’s plan until the end of the
world, and He will work through us as we make disciples this way. We work with God —
1 Cor. 3:7-9.
9. AMEN - 20d

- This is a statement of agreement and closure. Whether we agree or not, it is God’s
plan!

B) Committing what we’ve learned to faithful men ( DISCIPLESHIP ) —

2 Timothy 2:2
1. Paul told his disciple Timothy to pass on to others what he had learned and to
commission them to teach also.

- 1 Tim. 1:6 — The things that Timothy had heard from Paul through personal discipleship
was the of sound words concerning the faith of Jesus Christ.

- If we follow Paul’s pattern...the words that we commit to others don’t have to all be
exactly the same, but they must be . Everybody personally disciples
a little differently!

- Note: This cannot be a commission to simply teach the Bible from the pulpit on Sunday
or Wednesday...because there is no required in church
attendance alone.

2. The context of 2 Timothy 2:2 confirms that the work of discipleship is not the easy road.
It can also be a very process with many obstacles, but it is a good work
for disciples that will bring glory to God.

- Insight/encouragement about the difficult work of discipleship (the direct context of 2

Tim. 2):
v v.1-Be strong in the of Jesus Christ that's been given to you.
v'v. 3-4 — It will be like the work of a good
v'v. 5 — It will be like the work of an Olympic
v' v. 6 — It will be like the work of a
v' v.7 —We are to consider these analogies and get God’s understanding about
this great work.
3. Paul gives Titus very similar instructions in a parallel passage in Titus 2.
- v. 7 — Paul tells Titus in this context that his life was to be a for others

to follow.
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C) How The Great Commission and Discipleship Work Together

Evangelism

Discipleship

1. We Evangelize to make Disciples:
a) Go ye therefore
b) Commit the things that you have heard to others.

2. We Disciple so we can make Evangelists:
a) Teach them to observe
b) Commit to faithful men to teach others

Conclusion

Discipleship and Evangelism go hand in hand in God’s plan. You can’t have people evangelizing
and spreading the gospel if they have not taken the time to become a disciple, observing Gods words.
They need to know God and understand his grace in order to share all that he has done. On the other
hand You can’t have disciples following after God if you do not share the gospel with those around you.
We must evangelize to reach the world, and we must disciple those that get saved so that they can
become fruitful and multiply. We must do both to be successful.



